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PHL obtains €250-M funding from France to support climate action

Early warnings for heatwaves can save lives — and we need them now

Nearly 40% of the world’s glaciers are already doomed, scientists say

France, Phl seal P15.79B deal for climate action plan

DENR promotes urban greening, climate resilience thru Project TRANSFORM
Metro Manila, rest of Luzon to have fair weather —Pagasa

CCC IN THE NEWS:

Improved climate policy, strong stakeholder engagement cited for PHL's high
performance in global climate index

PH ranks 7th in Global Climate Index

PH maintains high rank in global climate index due to stronger policies, stakeholder
engagement

BUSINESS MIRROR

PHL obtains €250-M funding from France to support climate action

By: Aubrey Rose A. Inosante

The Department of Finance (DoF) said the Philippines has obtained a €250 million worth
of concessional funding from France, via the Agence Francaise De Développement
(AFD), to support climate action initiatives.

CLIMATE HOME NEWS

Early warnings for heatwaves can save lives — and we need them now

Failure to scale up and improve heat warning systems globally will lead to otherwise
preventable deaths.
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CNN

Nearly 40% of the world’s glaciers are already doomed, scientists say
By: Issy Ronald

The world’s glaciers are in dire health with almost 40% of their total mass already doomed,
even if global temperatures stopped rising immediately, a new study has found.

DAILY TRIBUNE

France, Phl seal P15.79B deal for climate action plan
By: Kathryn Jose

The government will implement a climate resiliency program backed by additional funding
of P15.79 billion (or 250 million euros) from the Agence Francaise de Développement
(AFD).

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

DENR promotes urban greening, climate resilience thru Project TRANSFORM
By: April Grace Padilla

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Western Visayas
recently hosted a public-private partnership orientation meeting and community-level
greenhouse gas inventory training in lloilo City as part of its Transdisciplinary Approach
for Resilience and Environmental Sustainability through Multi-stakeholder Engagement
(TRANSFORM) Project.

THE MANILA TIMES

Metro Manila, rest of Luzon to have fair weather —Pagasa
By: Arlie Calalo

Except for isolated downpours, Metro Manila and the rest of Luzon would be experiencing
fair weather all throughout the day despite the onset of the southwest monsoon (habagat)
that has been affecting several areas of the country, the state weather agency said
Tuesday.
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BUSINESS MIRROR

Improved climate policy, strong stakeholder engagement cited for PHL's high
performance in global climate index

With strengthened climate policies and active engagement with civil society organizations
(CSO0s), local governments, the academe and other sectors, the Philippines maintained
its position among the top performers in the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI)
2025, placing 7th globally.

DAILY TRIBUNE

PH ranks 7th in Global Climate Index

With strengthened climate policies and active engagement with civil society organizations
(CSO0s), local governments, the academe and other sectors, the Philippines maintained
its position among the top performers in the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI)
2025, placing 7th globally.

DWIZ
PH maintains high rank in global climate index due to stronger policies,

stakeholder engagement
By: Gilbert Pardez

The Philippines has maintained its position as one of the top-performing countries in the
Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) 2025, ranking 7th globally and remaining the
only Southeast Asian country in the Top 15, based on a report released by Germanwatch,
the NewClimate Institute, and the Climate Action Network.
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BUSINESS MIRROR

PHL obtains €250-M funding from France to support climate action
By: Aubrey Rose A. Inosante

The Department of Finance (DoF) said the Philippines has obtained a €250 million worth
of concessional funding from France, via the Agence Francaise De Développement
(AFD), to support climate action initiatives.

In a statement on Monday, the DoF said CCAP2 is co-financed by the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) contributing €449.12 million and the Japan International Cooperation Agency
pitching in ¥35 billion.

The Climate Change Action Plan, Subprogram 2 (CCAP2) assists vulnerable sectors in
the transition to a resilient, low-carbon economy.

“(This) is a vote of confidence in the Filipino people and our shared vision of a greener,
safer, and more resilient future,” Finance Secretary Ralph G. Recto said.

An earlier phase, CCAP1, ran from January 2020 to March 2022.

The first subprogram was supported by the ADB and the AFD, which contributed $250
million and €150 million, respectively.

The CCAPs are three subprograms that support various climate-related policy reforms.
“With this agreement, we strengthen our strategic cooperation on climate action, reinforce
our institutional capacities, and accelerate the delivery of real, lasting change —

especially for the most vulnerable,” Mr. Recto said.

On June 2, the ceremonial exchange for CCAP2 was executed by Mr. Recto and French
Ambassador Marie Fontanel.

“France and the Philippines stand once again united in their commitment to address the
urgent challenges of climate change, environmental degradation, and ocean protection,”

the Ambassador said in a statement.

The AFD works to curb poverty and promote sustainable development.
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Nearly 40% of the world’s glaciers are already doomed, scientists say
By: Issy Ronald

The world’s glaciers are in dire health with almost 40% of their total mass already doomed,
even if global temperatures stopped rising immediately, a new study has found.

Researchers estimate glaciers will eventually lose 39% of their mass relative to 2020, a
trend that is already irreversible no matter what comes next and will likely contribute a
113-millimeter increase to global sea level rise.

The loss rises to 76% if the world continues to pursue its current climate policies, which
will likely fail to keep global warming under 1.5 degrees Celsius, according to a paper
published in the journal Science.

The latter scenario could prove disastrous for countries that depend on glacial meltwater
for irrigation, power and drinking water; a world in which 39% of the glacier mass is lost
compared to 76% is the “difference between being able to adapt to the loss of the glacier
and not,” James Kirkham, a glaciologist at the International Cryosphere Climate Initiative
told CNN.

Even though the study offers a bleak prognosis for the world’s glaciers, its authors are
trying “to give a message of hope,” said Lilian Schuster, a researcher at the University of
Innsbruck in Austria, who co-led the study.

“With the study, we want to show that with every tenth of a degree less of global warming,
we can preserve glacier ice,” she told CNN.

Nearly 200 nations pledged to work together in the 2015 Paris Agreement to limit global
warming. Nations committed to keep global warming below 2 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels and, if possible, below 1.5 degrees. Each country is responsible for
developing its own plans for achieving those goals.

But temperatures keep rising — the world is currently on track for up to 2.9 degrees of
warming by 2100. And every additional increase of 0.1 degrees between 1.5 and 3
degrees of warming results in an additional 2% of the global glacier mass being lost, the
study predicts.

“We’'re not activists, this is science talking,” said Harry Zekollari, a researcher at Vrije
Universiteit Brussel in Belgium and ETH Zrich in Switzerland, who co-led the study.


https://edition.cnn.com/2025/06/02/climate/worlds-glaciers-future-study-intl-scli

“Sometimes, the remarks we get is like ‘you’re alarmist and making people scared.’ | say,
‘I'm trying to give out what our computer numbers give us.”

This “landmark” study is “one of the most important pieces of glacier projection work that’s
been done this decade,” said Kirkham, who wasn’'t part of the research team but
presented the paper at a United Nations conference on Saturday.

Until this paper, previous projection studies ended their predictions at 2100 — the date
often used in policy circles to measure the potential effect of the climate crisis, Kirkham
said. But glaciers can take years, even centuries, to stabilize after the climate has
changed, meaning that the true effect of rising temperatures can be masked for years,
too.

To investigate this phenomenon, this study used eight pre-existing glacier models and
ran simulations stretching over centuries, predicting how each glacier will evolve in that
timeframe.

Using so many models produced a wide range of results. For example, the finding that
glaciers will eventually lose 39% of their mass if current temperatures persist was the
median result in a data set ranging from 15% to 55%.

But although the range of results is “quite large,” they're “all showing the same trend,”
said Gudfinna Adalgeirsdottir, a professor at the University of Iceland, who wasn't
involved in the study.

“The message is very clear,” she told CNN. “All the models are showing the same thing,
that with increased warming, the more mass of glaciers we lose.”

For Zekollari, the uncertainties in the results show “there’s still a lot to be done when it
comes to comparing the different models.”

These effects vary by region too, depending on how exposed each glacier is to climate
change, the study found.

Glaciers in Western Canada and the United States, northeast Canada, Scandinavia and
the Russian Arctic are among those particularly at risk.



CLIMATE HOME NEWS

Early warnings for heatwaves can save lives — and we need them now

Failure to scale up and improve heat warning systems globally will lead to otherwise
preventable deaths.

Across the world, instances of extreme heat are occurring more frequently than ever.
News of temperature records being shattered — all too often accompanied by reports
detailing tragic loss of life — appear with frightening regularity. The threats posed by
heatwaves are considerable, and due to the climate crisis are expected only to get worse.

It's hard to think of any aspect of daily life unaffected by an extreme heat event. Health
services quickly become overstretched; power systems buckle; and economic
productivity grinds to a halt.

A new study by Mercy Corps in the rural region of Madesh in Nepal reveals the impact
heatwaves are having on children’s education. “The classrooms feel like furnaces,” said
one student. “The air is thick with hot air and foul smell of sweat, the walls trap the heat,
and all | can think about is when | can escape.”

Today is Heat Action Day, a global moment for raising awareness of heat risks. While we
welcome and encourage the sharing of practical advice for staying safe, there’s so much
more that needs to be done.

Knowing when and where these extreme heat events will occur is key to tackling the
problem, and early warning systems hold enormous potential to reduce losses, suffering
and death across the world. So why do they often fall short?

The fragmented landscape of heat warnings

Given the risks presented by heatwaves, and the relative ease of predicting temperature
well in advance, over a hundred meteorological services — more than half of the global
total — do provide warnings for instances of extreme heat.

However, many of these are informed solely by maximum temperature, and don’t capture
prolonged, intense periods of heat. When the mercury refuses to drop for consecutive
days and nights, the dangers are far greater.

This points to a bigger problem with heatwave warning systems: the lack of
standardization. Analysis led by the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre has
revealed stark inconsistencies in approaches to the monitoring, research and forecasting
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of heat across the world. This is in no small part due to the differing levels of capacity
from region to region; but even the terminology varies wildly, with literally hundreds of
definitions of extreme heat in use right now.

Then there’s an even greater concern, which is that many countries — particularly lower-
income nations in Africa, Latin America, and parts of Southeast Asia — have no such
warning system at all. As is too often the case, those most vulnerable to the risks are the
ones with the least protection, with potentially lethal consequences.

Break the silos to enhance resilience to heat

Closing these gaps requires the urgent scaling up of effective early warning systems for
heatwaves. While national governments and donors have their part to play (particularly in
the development and financing of low-cost solutions), improved coordination and
cooperation at the global level would give these efforts a much-needed boost.

More standardization will certainly improve matters, and it is promising to see progress
being made on this front. The World Meteorological Organization recently published a
new definition for heatwaves, one that crucially captures their prolonged nature. In
partnership with the World Health Organization, the WMO is also updating its decade-old
guidance on heatwave warning system development. And a new handbook of extreme
heat indicators, indices and metrics is expected later this year.

To continue this momentum, far greater transparency is required of all governments,
institutions and organizations engaged in addressing heat-related risks. This should
include the proactive sharing of knowledge, data and best practices, and collaborating
wherever possible.

Low-income countries currently without protection from extreme heat events can use this
information to rapidly build their capacity to assess their existing vulnerabilities, as well
as develop and implement appropriate warning systems. Meanwhile, those already using
such systems can make the necessary improvements to increase their effectiveness.

No one-size-fits-all solution for communities

A more coherent, coordinated approach to heatwave warning systems will be a massive
step in the right direction. However, as with any such intervention, steps must be taken
to avoid an overly top-down approach. If invaluable community insights go unheard, and
potentially life-saving messages don’t reach the people they're designed to help, we won't
see anything close to the levels of progress needed.



Only by taking a people-centred approach can the true potential of early warning systems
be realized. Alerts need to be accessible and comprehensible to even the most remote
and marginalized populations, and contain practical guidance informed by detailed, locally
led risk assessments and response plans. The best way to do that is to ensure
communities are active participants at every step of the process.

One major flaw with the top-down model is that it rarely acknowledges how heat affects
different people in different ways. Rather than issuing a blanket alert, early warning
systems must target their messaging to those most at risk — be it pregnant women, elderly
people, or outdoor labourers.

Where communities lack access to air-conditioned spaces and other opportunities for
respite, that must also be taken into account. In every case, information on the likely
impact of the heat, combined with guidance on how to mitigate it, is essential.

After over a decade enhancing resilience to floods around the world (including via warning
systems), the Zurich Climate Resilience Alliance is applying the same community-centred
approach to tackling heatwaves. In Pakistan, Senegal, the Philippines and more, we're
partnering with communities and national actors to conduct in-depth assessments and
provide country-specific recommendations to enhance Heat Early Warning Systems.

No time to lose

By necessity, the world is beginning to act with more urgency to address the risks
presented by heatwaves; but as life-threatening heat events increase in both frequency
and intensity, we can’t afford to wait for the next heat-related tragedy before taking action.

This year, Heat Action Day falls on the opening day of the Global Platform For Disaster
Risk Reduction in Geneva, at which Early Warning Systems will take centre stage. This
is an unmissable opportunity to collaborate across continents and sectors, as part of a
renewed commitment to a world in which all are protected from heatwaves and other
climate hazards by effective and equitable early warning systems.

As temperatures rise, so too must our ambitions.



DAILY TRIBUNE

France, Phl seal P15.79B deal for climate action plan
By: Kathryn Jose

The government will implement a climate resiliency program backed by additional funding
of P15.79 billion (or 250 million euros) from the Agence Francaise de Développement
(AFD).

The Department of Finance said AFD formally granted the concessional funding for the
Climate Change Action Plan Subprogram 2 (CCAP2) during a ceremony on Monday,
attended by Finance Secretary Ralph Recto and French Ambassador Marie Fontanel.

CCAP2 aims to create effective policies that will help the Philippines achieve its Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC) target of reducing carbon emissions by 75 percent by
2030.

"France and the Philippines stand once again united in their commitment to address the
urgent challenges of climate change, environmental degradation, and ocean protection,"
Fontanel said.

CCAP2 focuses on three key areas: the drafting of climate action plans, financial
mechanisms for climate-related projects, and institutional partnerships for coordinated
climate efforts.

Additional funding for the program also came from the Asian Development Bank (ADB),
which contributed P28.36 billion (equivalent to 449.12 million euros), and the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), which provided P13.3 billion (equivalent to 35
billion yen).

"With this agreement, we strengthen our strategic cooperation on climate action, reinforce
our institutional capacities, and accelerate the delivery of real, lasting change, especially
for the most vulnerable,” Recto said.

Concessional funding offers low interest rates and extended repayment terms suited to
the needs of recipient countries.

From January 2020 to March 2022, the government implemented CCAP1 with initial

support from AFD amounting to P9.47 billion (150 million euros), while ADB contributed
P13.9 billion ($250 million).
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DENR promotes urban greening, climate resilience thru Project TRANSFORM
By: April Grace Padilla

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Western Visayas
recently hosted a public-private partnership orientation meeting and community-level
greenhouse gas inventory training in lloilo City as part of its Transdisciplinary Approach
for Resilience and Environmental Sustainability through Multi-stakeholder Engagement
(TRANSFORM) Project.

DENR says the TRANSFORM Project is an integrated science and technology-enabled
comprehensive disaster and climate risk management approach to local governance for
collective impact.

The event aimed to engage private stakeholders, academic representatives, and
community members to create a unified approach toward urban greening and climate
resilience.

DENR Western Visayas OIC-Regional Executive Director Raul L. Lorilla highlights its
significance in advancing global climate actions through multi-stakeholder collaboration.

“This event marks a significant milestone in our efforts to advance global climate actions
to climate resilience solutions by means of multi-stakeholder collaboration, emphasizing
the establishment of green spaces and green infrastructure throughout the city of lloilo,”
said Lorilla.

With this, Jessica Dator-Bercilla, Science Resilience fellow at the National Resilience
Council, provided a brief overview of TRANSFORM Project, outlining its goals and
initiatives, while engineer Jun Peter G. Dabuco, chief of the Climate Change Unit at
DENR- Environmental Management Bureau Western Visayas, discussed the impact of
climate change on communities and the importance of greenhouse gas inventories.

Head of the Office of the City Planning and Development Coordinator Ronald Cartagena
shared insights on the implementation of Project TRANSFORM in lloilo City.

Meanwhile, engineer Antonio P. Caliston, Jr., a structural engineer from the Department
of Public Works and Highways in Western Visayas, addressed the need for green spaces

and green infrastructure in urban planning.

This interaction highlighted the commitment to building partnerships aimed at creating
sustainable urban environments in lloilo City.
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“It is a reminder that while we’re enjoying the Earth by doing our own businesses, please
return back a portion and contribute to us on how to counter the negative impact of the
activities of your establishments by contributing to the community, your share in protecting
and improving our environment,” said Lorilla.
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THE MANILA TIMES

Metro Manila, rest of Luzon to have fair weather —Pagasa
By: Arlie Calalo

Except for isolated downpours, Metro Manila and the rest of Luzon would be experiencing
fair weather all throughout the day despite the onset of the southwest monsoon (habagat)
that has been affecting several areas of the country, the state weather agency said
Tuesday.

Weather specialist Chenel Dominguez of the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said that the agency has not monitored
any low-pressure areas forming or entering the Philippine Area of Responsibility.

On Monday, Pagasa declared the onset of the rainy season, which would affect
particularly the western sections of the archipelago for a couple of months.

In the meantime, Dominguez said, the llocos region, and the provinces of Abra, Benguet,
Zambales, Bataan, Tarlac, and Pampanga would likely have cloudy skies with scattered
rains and thunderstorms due to the southwest monsoon.

Meanwhile, the reemerging intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ) is also bringing the
same weather pattern over some areas in Mindanao including Basilan, Sulu, Tawi-Tawi,
Sultan Kudarat, South Cotabato, Sarangani, Davao Occidental, and Davao Oriental, the
Pagasa forecaster said.

The rest of the country would likely have partly cloudy to overcast skies with isolated
downpours due to localized thunderstorms, the state weather agency said.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

BUSINESS MIRROR

Improved climate policy, strong stakeholder engagement cited for PHL's high
performance in global climate index

With strengthened climate policies and active engagement with civil society organizations
(CSO0s), local governments, the academe and other sectors, the Philippines maintained
its position among the top performers in the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI)
2025, placing 7th globally.

The Philippines remained the only ASEAN country in the Top 15 and ranked just behind
Denmark, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. The CCPI, published by
Germanwatch, the NewClimate Institute, and the Climate Action Network, is an
independent monitoring tool that evaluates the climate mitigation performance of 63
countries and the European Union, which together account for over 90 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions.

This marked the third consecutive year that the Philippines has been recognized as a
high performer in the CCPI, demonstrating consistent progress since the country entered
the rankings in 2022. That year, the Philippines placed 23rd, followed by a significant leap
to 12th in 2023, then 6th in 2024. These improvements reflect not only actual performance
in key indicators such as climate policy, greenhouse gas emissions and energy use but
also robust engagement with CSOs, many of whom are directly involved in the CCPI
evaluation process.

Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje of the Climate Change Commission (CCC) attributed
the steady improvement to the decisive leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.,
under whose administration climate policy has been prioritized as a national agenda. He
emphasized that the CCPI ranking affirms the country’s commitment to stronger and more
inclusive climate action built on the foundations of good governance, science-based
policies, and strategic partnerships.

“With improved policies and a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach, the
Philippines is proving that climate action rooted in collaboration, science, and good
governance produces tangible results,” Borje said.

One key area where the Philippines has made substantial gains is climate policy. Since

2022, the country has remarkably strengthened its policy framework, particularly with the
development and publication of the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation
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Plan (NDCIP) 2020-2030 and the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023—-2050. Both were
formulated and adopted under the Marcos administration, in line with the President’s
guidance to enhance the country’s capacity for transformative climate action.

The NDCIP outlines the specific policies, programs, and financing strategies to meet the
Philippines’ climate targets, estimating that implementation will require around USD 72
billion or PHP 4.1 trillion. The NAP, submitted to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in May 2024, makes the Philippines the third
ASEAN country and the 56th globally to submit such a plan. It provides a comprehensive
roadmap for increasing resilience across critical sectors, including agriculture, water,
health, and infrastructure.

The country’s continued high marks in the CCPI also stemmed from its institutionalized
whole-of-society approach to climate governance. Through the Active Climate Change
Engagement Leading to Resilient, Adaptive and Transformative Empowerment
(ACCELERATE) framework, the CCC facilitates sustained collaboration with a wide range
of stakeholders such as the national government agencies, local government units,
CSOs, the academe, development partners and the private sector. This framework
ensures that stakeholders are not only consulted but actively engaged in developing and
implementing climate action.

Under ACCELERATE, dedicated mechanisms have been established to support
engagement at all levels. These include WE CAN or the Working to Empower Climate
Action Network, which strengthens coordination with CSOs and non-government
organizations; ACT Local, or Accelerating Climate Action and Transformation for Local
Communities, which empowers local governments to lead resilience-building efforts;
ENACT, or Empowering Nurtured Alliance for Climate Action and Transformation, which
enables development partners to enhance resource mobilization and technical support;
and CONNECT, or Communicating Opportunities to Network, Navigate, and Explore
Climate Transformation, which brings the private sector into the center of climate
adaptation and mitigation initiatives.

Borje underscored that the contributions of CSOs such as the Aksyon Klima Pilipinas, the
Manila Observatory and the Institute for Sustainable Development Foundation to the
CCPI evaluation process have been instrumental in validating and shaping the country’s
climate agenda.

“Their work in monitoring and informing our climate action helps ensure that our policies

are not only evidence-based and inclusive but also responsive to the needs of
communities most vulnerable to climate change,” he said.
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Another key factor in the country’s performance is the continuing coordination and
cooperation between and among government agencies. Under the whole-of-government
approach, the CCC works closely with the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), Department of Finance (DOF), Department of Energy (DOE),
Department of Transportation (DOTr), Department of Agriculture (DA), Department of
Science and Technology (DOST), National Economic and Development Authority
(NEDA), and other relevant national government agencies. Their efforts collectively
advance the implementation of the country’s climate agenda, from emissions reduction
and renewable energy expansion to resilience-building and policy innovation.

“The challenge for the Philippines now is to sustain and further strengthen implementation
to achieve our national and collective targets for the next CCPI review,” Borje added.

The CCC reaffirmed its commitment to sustain these efforts, deepen stakeholder
partnerships, and translate recognition into more impactful outcomes on the ground. For
more information on the CCC’s climate mainstreaming and stakeholder engagement
programs, visit www.climate.gov.ph and www.facebook.com/CCCPhl.
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PH ranks 7th in Global Climate Index

With strengthened climate policies and active engagement with civil society organizations
(CSO0s), local governments, the academe and other sectors, the Philippines maintained
its position among the top performers in the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI)
2025, placing 7th globally.

The Philippines remained the only ASEAN country in the Top 15 and ranked just behind
Denmark, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. The CCPI, published by
Germanwatch, the NewClimate Institute, and the Climate Action Network, is an
independent monitoring tool that evaluates the climate mitigation performance of 63
countries and the European Union, which together account for over 90 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions.

This marked the third consecutive year that the Philippines has been recognized as a
high performer in the CCPI, demonstrating consistent progress since the country entered
the rankings in 2022. That year, the Philippines placed 23rd, followed by a significant leap
to 12th in 2023, then 6th in 2024. These improvements reflect not only actual performance
in key indicators such as climate policy, greenhouse gas emissions and energy use but
also robust engagement with CSOs, many of whom are directly involved in the CCPI
evaluation process.

Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje of the Climate Change Commission (CCC) attributed
the steady improvement to the decisive leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.,
under whose administration climate policy has been prioritized as a national agenda. He
emphasized that the CCPI ranking affirms the country’s commitment to stronger and more
inclusive climate action built on the foundations of good governance, science-based
policies, and strategic partnerships.

“With improved policies and a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach, the
Philippines is proving that climate action rooted in collaboration, science and good
governance produces tangible results,” Borje said.

One key area where the Philippines has made substantial gains is climate policy. Since
2022, the country has strengthened its policy framework, particularly with the
development and publication of the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation
Plan (NDCIP) 2020 to 2030 and the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023 to 2050. Both
were formulated and adopted under the Marcos administration, in line with the President’s
guidance to enhance the country’s capacity for transformative climate action.
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The NDCIP outlines the specific policies, programs, and financing strategies to meet the
Philippines’ climate targets, estimating that implementation will require around US$72
billion or P4.1 trillion. The NAP, submitted to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change in May 2024, makes the Philippines the third ASEAN country and the
56th globally to submit such a plan. It provides a comprehensive roadmap for increasing
resilience across critical sectors, including agriculture, water, health, and infrastructure.

The country’s continued high marks in the CCPI also stemmed from its institutionalized
whole-of-society approach to climate governance. Through the Active Climate Change
Engagement Leading to Resilient, Adaptive and Transformative Empowerment
(ACCELERATE) framework, the CCC facilitates sustained collaboration with a wide range
of stakeholders such as the national government agencies, local government units,
CSOs, the academe, development partners and the private sector. This framework
ensures that stakeholders are not only consulted but actively engaged in developing and
implementing climate action.

Under ACCELERATE, dedicated mechanisms have been established to support
engagement at all levels. These include WE CAN or the Working to Empower Climate
Action Network, which strengthens coordination with CSOs and non-government
organizations; ACT Local, or Accelerating Climate Action and Transformation for Local
Communities, which empowers local governments to lead resilience-building efforts;
ENACT, or Empowering Nurtured Alliance for Climate Action and Transformation, which
enables development partners to enhance resource mobilization and technical support;
and CONNECT, or Communicating Opportunities to Network, Navigate, and Explore
Climate Transformation, which brings the private sector into the center of climate
adaptation and mitigation initiatives.

Borje underscored that the contributions of CSOs such as the Aksyon Klima Pilipinas, the
Manila Observatory and the Institute for Sustainable Development Foundation to the
CCPI evaluation process have been instrumental in validating and shaping the country’s
climate agenda.

“Their work in monitoring and informing our climate action helps ensure that our policies
are not only evidence-based and inclusive but also responsive to the needs of
communities most vulnerable to climate change,” he said.

Another key factor in the country’'s performance is the continuing coordination and
cooperation between and among government agencies. Under the whole-of-government
approach, the CCC works closely with the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources, Department of Finance, Department of Energy, Department of
Transportation, Department of Agriculture, Department of Science and Technology,
National Economic and Development Authority, and other relevant national government
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agencies. Their efforts collectively advance the implementation of the country’s climate
agenda, from emissions reduction and renewable energy expansion to resilience-building
and policy innovation.

“The challenge for the Philippines now is to sustain and further strengthen implementation
to achieve our national and collective targets,” Borje added.

The CCC reaffirmed its commitment to sustain these efforts, deepen stakeholder
partnerships, and translate recognition into more impactful outcomes on the ground.
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PH maintains high rank in global climate index due to stronger policies,
stakeholder engagement
By: Gilbert Pardez

The Philippines has maintained its position as one of the top-performing countries in the
Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) 2025, ranking 7th globally and remaining the
only Southeast Asian country in the Top 15, based on a report released by Germanwatch,
the NewClimate Institute, and the Climate Action Network.

The CCPI evaluates the climate mitigation performance of 63 countries and the European
Union, which together account for more than 90 percent of global greenhouse gas
emissions. It assesses performance in four categories: greenhouse gas emissions,
renewable energy, energy use, and climate policy.

This is the third consecutive year that the Philippines has been recognized as a high
performer in the index. The country placed 23rd in 2022, climbed to 12th in 2023, moved
up to 6th in 2024, and now holds 7th place.

According to Climate Change Commission (CCC) Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje,
the improved ranking reflects the administration’s prioritization of climate action under
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. Borje said that national policies have been strengthened
to support a more coordinated and inclusive response to climate challenges.

Key developments include the formulation of the Nationally Determined Contribution
Implementation Plan (NDCIP) 2020-2030 and the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023—
2050, both released under the Marcos administration. The NDCIP lays out programs and
financing strategies to meet the country’s climate targets, estimated to cost around USD
72 Dbillion or PHP 4.1 trillion. The NAP, submitted to the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) in May 2024, outlines a long-term strategy to enhance
resilience across key sectors such as agriculture, water, health, and infrastructure.

The CCC also attributed the country's CCPI performance to a strong whole-of-
government and whole-of-society approach, particularly through the ACCELERATE
Framework, which fosters collaboration among government agencies, local government
units, civil society organizations (CSOs), the academe, development partners, and the
private sector.
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Borje cited the active role of CSOs like Aksyon Klima Pilipinas, Manila Observatory, and
the Institute for Sustainable Development Foundation, noting that their participation in the
CCPI evaluation process helps ensure the government's climate policies remain
evidence-based and responsive to local needs.

He also underscored the importance of inter-agency cooperation. The CCC works closely
with departments such as the DENR, DOF, DOE, DOTr, DA, DOST, NEDA, and others
to advance the national climate agenda through emissions reduction, renewable energy
expansion, policy innovation, and resilience-building initiatives.

Borje said that sustaining momentum and strengthening implementation remain key to
meeting both national and global climate commitments.

=END=
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