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Half the world faced an extra month of extreme heat due to climate change: study

Half the global population endured an additional month of extreme heat over the past year
because of manmade climate change, a new study found Friday.

PAGASA declares start of habagat season
By: Ariel Rojas

State weather bureau PAGASA on Friday declared the beginning of the Southwest
Monsoon or Habagat season in the Philippines.

DAILY TRIBUNE

Affordable solar energy by 2030 seen
By: Kathryn Jose

Renewable energy (RE) professionals and business leaders expect solar energy to be
affordable to most Filipinos within the next five to 10 years.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/5/30/half-the-world-faced-an-extra-month-of-extreme-heat-due-to-climate-change-study-1551
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/5/30/pagasa-declares-start-of-habagat-season-1744
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/01/affordable-solar-energy-by-2030-seen

MANILA STANDARD

[Opinion] Confronting climate change

This week, during the ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
flipped a commitment to push for evidence-based solutions in tackling the impacts of
climate change.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Intergenerational action on climate and health
By: Ronald Law

Amidst uncertainties, crises, and health risks—from pandemics and emergencies to
climate change, which represents the biggest threat to our health and well-being in this
era—we often gravitate towards immediate actions to address our present situation.
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‘Green investments vital in building sustainable communities’
By: Christopher Hedreyda

Secretary General Kao Kim Hourn of the Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) recognizes the contribution of businesses and civil society organizations in
advancing the cause for sustainability and environmental protection within the region.
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DAR strengthens efforts to protect Carood watershed in Bohol
By: Marita Moaje

The Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) is intensifying efforts to preserve the Carood
watershed, a critical natural resource that supplies water to households, farms, and
irrigation systems across seven municipalities in eastern Bohol.

Youth urged to lead ocean-based solutions to climate change woes
By: Marita Moaje

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has called on Filipino
youth to actively take part in climate action through ocean-based solutions.


https://manilastandard.net/opinion/314596614/confronting-climate-change.html
https://opinion.inquirer.net/183600/intergenerational-action-on-climate-and-health
https://pia.gov.ph/green-investments-vital-in-building-sustainable-communities/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1251111
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1251171
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Most parts of PH to have generally fair weather amid habagat
By: Arlie O. Calalo

Most parts of the country would be experiencing generally-fair weather within the next 24

hours despite the presence of the southwest monsoon or ‘habagat,’ the state-run weather
agency said on Monday.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/06/02/news/most-parts-of-ph-to-have-generally-fair-weather-amid-habagat/2125301

ABS CBN

Half the world faced an extra month of extreme heat due to climate change: study

Half the global population endured an additional month of extreme heat over the past year
because of manmade climate change, a new study found Friday.

The findings underscore how the continued burning of fossil fuels is harming health and
well-being on every continent, with the effects especially under-recognized in developing
countries, the authors said.

"With every barrel of oil burned, every tonne of carbon dioxide released, and every
fraction of a degree of warming, heat waves will affect more people,” said Friederike Otto,
a climate scientist at Imperial College London and co-author of the report.

The analysis -- conducted by scientists at World Weather Attribution, Climate Central, and
the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre -- was released ahead of global Heat Action
Day on June 2, which this year spotlights the dangers of heat exhaustion and heat stroke.

To assess the influence of global warming, researchers analyzed the period from May 1,
2024 to May 1, 2025.

They defined "extreme heat days" as those hotter than 90 percent of temperatures
recorded at a given location between 1991 and 2020.

Using a peer-reviewed modeling approach, they then compared the number of such days
to a simulated world without human-caused warming.

The results were stark: roughly four billion people -- 49 percent of the global population -
- experienced at least 30 more days of extreme heat than they would have otherwise.

The team identified 67 extreme heat events during the year and found the fingerprint of
climate change on all of them.

The Caribbean island of Aruba was the worst affected, recording 187 extreme heat days
-- 45 more than expected in a world without climate change.

The study follows a year of unprecedented global temperatures. 2024 was the hottest
year on record, surpassing 2023, while January 2025 marked the hottest January ever.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/5/30/half-the-world-faced-an-extra-month-of-extreme-heat-due-to-climate-change-study-1551

On a five-year average, global temperatures are now 1.3 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels -- and in 2024 alone, they exceeded 1.5C, the symbolic ceiling set by the
Paris climate accord.

The report also highlights a critical lack of data on heat-related health impacts in lower-
income regions.

While Europe recorded more than 61,000 heat-related deaths in the summer of 2022,
comparable figures are sparse elsewhere, with many heat-related fatalities misattributed
to underlying conditions such as heart or lung disease.

The authors emphasized the need for early warning systems, public education, and heat
action plans tailored to cities.

Better building design -- including shading and ventilation -- and behavioral adjustments
like avoiding strenuous activity during peak heat are also essential.

Still, adaptation alone will not be enough. The only way to halt the rising severity and
frequency of extreme heat, the authors warned, is to rapidly phase out fossil fuels.



PAGASA declares start of habagat season
By: Ariel Rojas

State weather bureau PAGASA on Friday declared the beginning of the Southwest
Monsoon or Habagat season in the Philippines.

"With the weakening of the Easterlies, these developments indicate the beginning of the
Southwest Monsoon (Habagat) in the Philippines, one of the precursors of the onset of
the rainy season," PAGASA said in a statement.

It added that the rainy season has yet to start, but is possible within the next two weeks.

Occasional to frequent rains and thunderstorms are expected over the western sections
of the country as the Habagat becomes more dominant.

However, periods of monsoon break are also possible.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/5/30/pagasa-declares-start-of-habagat-season-1744
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Affordable solar energy by 2030 seen
By: Kathryn Jose

Renewable energy (RE) professionals and business leaders expect solar energy to be
affordable to most Filipinos within the next five to 10 years.

HSBC Philippines head of sustainability Ceejay Hernandez said the fastest period for
solar energy adoption will be driven by growing investments in renewable power and
heightened consumer awareness of the dangers from climate change.

“My fearless forecast is that we’ll have widely accessible solar power by 2030. We've
seen a lot of signals,” he said during the recent Solar and Storage Live Philippines 2025,
a two-day exhibit of solar equipment from over 300 companies, held on 19 to 20 May at
SMX Convention Center in Pasay City.

Hernandez said an increasing number of HSBC clients have integrated solar panels into
their homes or office buildings due to their durability.

“Solar panels are very strong compared to the traditional corrugated metal roofing. These
can be used for housing projects of the government,” he said.

With proper maintenance, Ayala Property Management Corp. president Tony Martin
shared that solar panels can last 25 to 40 years.

Hernandez said solar panels inevitably lose their efficiency capabilities to some extent
over a long period of time. However, he stressed the panels can still function to augment
power capacities of developing areas in the country.

“A lot of solar panels that have been decommissioned are being donated to those who do
not have them. They’re being given a second life,” he said.

“Although it's not the perfect solution, it gives underserved communities access to
electricity,” Hernandez continued.

NEO co-managing director and chief sustainability officer Gie Garcia said the country now
has four recycling facilities dedicated to solar panels.


https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/01/affordable-solar-energy-by-2030-seen

According to the Philippine Statistics Authority, the country lost P24.4 billion in
agricultural and infrastructure damage in 2023 when the global temperature increased
by 1.48 degrees Celsius due to massive carbon emissions.

This level was near the 1.5 limit set by state signatories to the United Nations’ Paris
Agreement.

Amid growing concerns about climate change, the Department of Trade and Industry
reported more businesses investing in RE as of 27 May 2025.

The government agency said RE projects in the country increased to 62, representing
78 percent of the total 208 projects which received Green Lane Certifications or priority
statuses during this period. The RE investments amounted to P5.2 trillion.

Areas for improvement

However, Mindanao Development Authority deputy executive director Romeo
Montenegro said widespread solar power adoption might take a longer time of 10 years
due to storage and distribution costs.

Market data show a setup of multiple solar panels with solar batteries just for a typical
home costs at least P250,000.

“We’ve seen rooftop solar panels in malls, warehouses, and establishments of small
and medium enterprises in Mindanao but storage is challenging due to expensive
upfront costs,” Montenegro said.

He added that reserves for coal remain substantial which discourages some companies
to quickly shift to RE.

“If you have 800 megawatt of excess coal power, of course, many of the industries will
prefer that to get reliable electricity,” Montenegro said.

However, he said several large companies like Holcim Cement in Davao and Nestle’s
Nescafe in Cagayan De Oro have led the way to a greener future by adopting
geothermal and solar power, respectively.

Montenegro added that French company Hydrogen de France already expressed plans
to build a 45-megawatt hydrogen power plant on Zamboanga’s Olutanga Island.



“The Zamboanga Peninsula draws most of its energy all the way from Davao Occidental
because it does not have many power plants,” he said.
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[Opinion] Confronting climate change

This week, during the ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
flipped a commitment to push for evidence-based solutions in tackling the impacts of
climate change.

The 69-year-old head of state, who painted a picture of climate change as the most
defining and ripping challenge today, called on nine other ASEAN leaders to strengthen
predictable, accessible and adequate finance to enable the soon-to-be 58-year-old
regional group to achieve its ambitions and guard the future of its populations.

The President was error-free when he said nearly half the population of ASEAN — with
over 672 million people as of 2024 — is confronted by significant climate-related dangers.

In July last year, the Philippines, an archipelagic nation of 117 million, was elected to host
the Loss and Damage Board, which aims to provide financial assistance to vulnerable
countries dealing with the devastating effects of climate change.

“As the host of the Board of the Fund for responding to Loss and Damage, the Philippines
will continue to advocate for scientific and evidence-based, investment-led, and
transformative solutions to the climate crisis,” Mr. Marcos told colleagues during the two-
day 46th ASEAN Summit which ended Tuesday.

Ten years ago in Paris, world leaders from 197 countries pledged to put people first and
reduce their countries’ greenhouse gas emissions, determined to limit global warming to
well below 2°C and ideally to 1.5°C.

World leaders and climate negotiators have since been meeting at annual COPs or
Conference of the Parties — the countries that signed and are the decision-making body
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change or UNFCCC — where
nations take stock of their ability to meet their commitments to reduce emissions.

Today, we see the entire planet facing a major crisis, therefore the global response should
be prompt and influential.

Climatologists and other authorities are saying progress by world governments has been

blisteringly slow and many commitments to reduce carbon emissions have been set, but
few are binding and targets are often missed.
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Recent talks have focused on climate finance — money to help poorer countries adapt to
climate change and reduce emissions, with rich countries pledging $100 billion in annual
funding to help developing countries reduce emissions and manage the impacts of

climate change.

But this thus far has not materialized and experts say much more money is needed.
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Intergenerational action on climate and health
By: Ronald Law

Amidst uncertainties, crises, and health risks—from pandemics and emergencies to
climate change, which represents the biggest threat to our health and well-being in this
era—we often gravitate towards immediate actions to address our present situation.

This is critical—in fact, it is the imperative for public health action. We need to develop
collective capacities to prevent, prepare for, and respond to climate challenges so that
we can better protect the health of our people and avoid reaching tipping points that can
lead to health system collapse. But climate change is not only a health issue in the here
and now. It is also a justice issue across generations. Climate change hits some
populations first and the hardest, and its impacts can be felt and last across generations.

This is at the core of driving intergenerational climate change action to protect the rights,
health, and well-being of future generations through strategies and measures
implemented today. A 2019 Lancet article said that a child born at that time will experience
a world that is more than four degrees warmer than the preindustrial average, with climate
change impacting human health from infancy and adolescence to adulthood and old age.

Another study in the same year reported that 88 percent of the global health burden of
climate change fell on children less than 5 years of age. Years passed and we saw that
the heating world led to worsening child health issues. Climate change severely impacts
the health and well-being of children today and worse, this may compromise their future.

Lack of attention to this serious matter is not acceptable. Children are disadvantaged not
only because of physiological and developmental vulnerabilities, but also because of their
higher likelihood of experiencing the severe effects of climate change—acting through
multiple pathways—in their different life stages from womb to tomb. They will inherit the
climate crisis from us, the older generations, and they will suffer even if they have little to
do with the problem.

Pregnant mothers exposed to pollutants can have preterm delivery or low birth weight;
children in urban areas exposed to air pollution can develop asthma and increase
emergency visits and hospital admissions; their learning can be affected by extreme heat
in school; those in rural areas can contract diarrhea because of unsafe water; they can
become stunted and wasted because of drought-related food security issues; they can
drown during extreme flooding events.
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Filipino children are many times more affected by disasters than children from other
countries. Those who come from poor families, who are homeless, and have no access
to basic sanitation and health services are extremely vulnerable: they may fail to reach
their developmental milestones; they can develop climate anxiety and depression—their
daily existence dictated by, and their future ruined by climate change. On these grounds,
the climate crisis violates the rights of children, young people, and future generations to
a healthy and livable future.

This highlights the need to promote an intergenerational approach in climate and health
action. We have to make sure that child health is front and center in our scheme of
priorities. This should be reflected in our climate and health policies, plans, and programs.
We should conduct more research to unravel vulnerabilities of children in different
contexts to inform this. We need to recognize, acknowledge, and speak out about the
health burdens of climate change and their disproportionate effects on children. We
should also increase awareness on how to empower and protect them. Likewise, we
should convey the child health cobenefits of climate actions.

Reducing air pollution, improving food and water security, making a switch to clean
energy, and pushing for more parks and green spaces are good for the health of our
environment and our children. We need to embed climate change and health
considerations in the education curriculum to get children started as young as we can.
They have to be taught what the problems are and what is at stake.

Lastly, we need to involve the youth in climate and health decision-making and ensure
that their perspectives are heard. For this, we need to identify specific platforms to engage
them and solicit their active participation. It's about time that we listen to the youth. The
climate crisis is a long-term health crisis. It requires urgent action and long-range vision.
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‘Green investments vital in building sustainable communities’
By: Christopher Hedreyda

Secretary General Kao Kim Hourn of the Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) recognizes the contribution of businesses and civil society organizations in
advancing the cause for sustainability and environmental protection within the region.

During the Theme Weeks program of Expo 2025 Osaka, where countries and multilateral
organizations spearhead discussions on global-scale issues, Hourn said that investments
being poured in by corporations and the volunteer work of civil society organizations in
communities help ASEAN in reaching its goals on the enrichment of biodiversity and
climate change mitigation.

“The importance of green investment in this regard cannot be overstated. Embracing
sustainable finance and innovative infrastructure development will be essential to
reaching our goals supporting biodiversity, combating climate change, and cultivating
green technologies.”

The ASEAN leader adds that the regional bloc is committed to support innovation that
uplifts communities, protects the environment, and builds resiliency for the future
generation.

Heeding this call is Philippine-based corporation Metro Pacific Investments Corporation
(MPIC). The conglomerate operates utility companies providing power and water supply,
healthcare, tollways, real estate, and transportation within the Philippines.

Part of the panel of speakers is June Cheryl Cabal-Revilla, Chief Finance Officer, Chief
Sustainability Officer, and Chief Risk Officer of MPIC, where she said that the corporation
seeks to contribute to the country’s national development and to uplift the lives of the
communities they serve through their businesses.

Revilla said that MPIC adopts a holistic, end-to-end approach on sustainability and
integrates economic, social, governance in their corporate decisions, which focuses on

progress, people, and planet.

“[We] change[d] from the usual corporate social responsibility to sustainability-linked
advocacies where everything that we do is actually mapped according to the UN SDG
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Goals... we also want to be able to measure the things that we do according to our
contribution to the national development and overall world SDG Goals,” she adds.

MPIC then bears its collaboration with the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) and the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in protecting the peatlands
and marine biodiversity to promote sustainability and future-proofing.

“I've always believed that sustainability is a collective responsibility. Given the daunting
task, no one sector can uplift it or do it alone so we have to do it all together,” Revilla
stressed.

Hourn expressed his openness to ideas and innovation from private sector partners and
how it can help ASEAN and its member states in policymaking.

“Let us approach this moment with purpose and shared responsibility. Working together
to forge a future that is smart, sustainable, and inclusive focused on the well-being of all
humanity.”

Regional platforms such as the ASEAN Sustainable Urbanization Strategy, ASEAN Smart
Cities Network, and the ASEAN Framework for Circular Economy are among those cited
by Hourn as efforts instituted by the regional bloc in creating opportunities for the 676.6
million people living within the ten ASEAN member states.
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DAR strengthens efforts to protect Carood watershed in Bohol
By: Marita Moaje

The Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) is intensifying efforts to preserve the Carood
watershed, a critical natural resource that supplies water to households, farms, and
irrigation systems across seven municipalities in eastern Bohol.

In a news release on Thursday, DAR said the Carood watershed, spanning more than
20,400 hectares, supports the towns of Alicia, Anda, Candijay, Guindulman, Mabini, Pilar,
and Ubay.

Despite its importance, DAR said, the watershed is under threat from soil erosion,
flooding, and unsustainable farming practices.

Since November 2022, DAR has been an active partner in the province-wide “Trees for
Unity” reforestation program, led by the provincial government of Bohol.

The initiative aims to combat watershed degradation by planting trees that help prevent
soil erosion, replenish biodiversity, and secure water supplies for rivers and irrigation
dams.

“Our major crop here is rice, and nearly all our farmers rely on the Malinao Dam. It’s the
main water source for agriculture in Pilar,” Municipal Agriculturist of La Suerte, Pilar, Irene
Cubrado Jr., said.

Beyond reforestation, DAR is empowering agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARBs) and their
organizations through livelihood assistance, technical training, and the promotion of
organic farming.

One DAR beneficiary, the La Suerte Organic Vegetable Growers Association
(LASOVEGA), has received various support for promoting sustainable agriculture.

The department said LASOVEGA produces vermicast fertilizer, grows organic
vegetables, and supplies fresh produce to local markets and institutions.

In Barangay Mahayag, Alicia town, DAR recently turned over farm machinery and
equipment under the Major Crop Block Farming Program and awarded electronic land
tittes covering nearly seven hectares to members of the Mahayag Alicia Farmers’
Association, Inc. (MAFAI).
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The interventions, DAR said, are expected to enhance both rice and upland crop
production.

Meanwhile, DAR-assisted cooperatives are also contributing to watershed conservation,
including the Mabini Reforestation Multi-Purpose Cooperative, which reported
PHP51,000 in earnings from tilapia sales as of January, demonstrating the potential of
watershed-based enterprises.

DAR also said additional aid under its Sustainable Livelihood Support Project is
scheduled for rollout soon, including the distribution of goats, pigs, hand tractors, and
water pumps to agrarian reform beneficiary organizations in Alicia and Mabini this May,
to further bolster food production and environmental sustainability in the area.

DAR’s initiatives are part of the National Convergence Initiative for Sustainable Rural
Development, a collaborative program with other government agencies aimed at
promoting inclusive growth, sustainable agriculture, and environmental stewardship in
key areas like the Carood watershed.
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Youth urged to lead ocean-based solutions to climate change woes
By: Marita Moaje

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has called on Filipino
youth to actively take part in climate action through ocean-based solutions.

In his message at the culminating event of the Month of the Ocean 2025: Ocean and
Climate Forum in Quezon City on Friday, DENR Undersecretary for Legal and
Administration Ernesto Adobo Jr. emphasized the Philippines’ vulnerability as an
archipelagic nation and highlighted the vital role of young people in developing and
advocating transformative climate responses.

He said that as an archipelagic nation with more than 7,600 islands, the Philippines is
already on the frontlines of climate change, from experiencing rising sea levels to
increasingly violent typhoons.

He added that with around 20 tropical cyclones every year, the effects of climate change
are getting worse.

“But we have a key resource — our oceans. They are natural carbon sinks, and if we
protect and restore our coral reefs, mangroves, and seagrasses, they can help mitigate
the crisis,” Adobo said.

However, he noted that the country’s marine biodiversity itself is now also under threat,
stressing the need for actions to safeguard it.

“As young people, we're in the perfect position to lead efforts to restore these ecosystems.
We've got the energy, creativity, and passion to make a real difference,” he said.

The forum brought together stakeholders from government, academe, civil society, and
youth organizations to discuss the urgent need to protect marine ecosystems and
enhance coastal resilience in the face of worsening climate impacts, while highlighting
the value of partnerships.

Adobo acknowledged the continuing collaboration between the DENR and the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), noting joint efforts under the BMB (Biodiversity
Management Bureau)-BFAR Convergence Initiative to promote marine biodiversity
conservation and sustainable fisheries.

Project TRANSFORM

In a keynote message delivered by Director Anna Cristina Villonco, DENR Chief of Staff
and Supervising Undersecretary for Strategic Communications Marilou Erni introduced
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Project TRANSFORM as a game-changer for environmental governance and climate
adaptation.

She said Project TRANSFORM, or the Transdisciplinary Approach for Resilience and
Environmental Sustainability through Multistakeholder Engagement, is a whole-of-society
effort that bridges national strategies with local action, fostering inclusive decision-making
while supporting young leaders as co-architects of sustainable communities.

“It reflects a shift: from reaction to resilience, from siloed work to synergy, from waiting for
change to creating it,” Erni said.

“Project TRANSFORM is committed to creating meaningful spaces for the youth: as
citizen scientists, community organizers, policy influencers, digital communicators, and
emerging leaders,” she added.

Erni said the initiative promotes the integration of science, technology, and indigenous
knowledge in building resilience and is already being implemented in pilot areas where
youth are engaged in climate action planning and ecosystem monitoring.

Youth engagement

The DENR said the forum is aligned with the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science
for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) and directly supports Ocean Decade
Challenge 5: Unlock ocean-based solutions to climate change.

The agency cited recent national surveys indicating a gap in climate and ocean literacy
among Filipinos, with data from 2022 showing a mere 22 percent satisfaction among
people in terms of government climate efforts.

Meanwhile, a 2019 knowledge-attitude-practices (KAP) survey revealed low recognition
of ocean-related climate issues in coastal communities.

The DENR said this highlights a critical gap in public awareness and the need for a
targeted approach to engage key sectors, particularly the youth.

With this, the agency vowed to continue working with youth councils to strengthen
grassroots awareness and participation.

“These findings collectively highlight a gap in climate change awareness and
preparedness among Filipinos, emphasizing the necessity of initiatives like the Ocean
and Climate Forum to educate, empower, and mobilize the public, particularly the youth,
in developing ocean-based solutions for climate resilience,” the DENR said.
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Adobo said that the Month of the Ocean is not just a celebration, but a reminder of a
shared responsibility across various sectors, including the youth.
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Most parts of PH to have generally fair weather amid habagat
By: Arlie O. Calalo

Most parts of the country would be experiencing generally-fair weather within the next 24
hours despite the presence of the southwest monsoon or ‘habagat,’ the state-run weather
agency said on Monday.

Weather specialist Daniel James Villamil of the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) cited its weather data and analysis that
indicated the absence of any weather disturbance entering the Philippine Area of
Responsibility at least within the next few days.

The state weather bureau reiterated that fair weather would prevail over the central and
eastern sections of Luzon as well as the Visayas and Mindanao within the day.

But isolated rain showers or thunderstorms would be likely in these areas due to the
localized thunderstorms, Villamil said.

Meanwhile, monsoon rains caused by habagat would prevail over llocos Region,
Batanes, Babuyan Islands, Zambales, and Bataan.

The same weather system has also been affecting Metro Manila, Cordillera Administrative
Region, Cavite, Batangas, Palawan, Occidental Mindoro and the rest of Central Luzon

where overcast skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms would be possible, Pagasa
said.

=END=
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