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China offers Pacific Islands increased support in addressing climate change
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BILYONARYO

UK to build new reservoirs as climate change sparks drought fears

The UK government said Wednesday it will step in to fast-track the building of two new
reservoirs, amid drought fears as England was on track to record its driest start to spring
in more than century.

BUSINESS MIRROR

Philippine transition to a low-carbon economy
By: Jesus Ma. Lava lll

The Philippines remains one of the most at risk and vulnerable to the effects of climate
change. Its location and the frequency of several other phenomena related to the
worsening climate crisis threaten the country’s communities, infrastructure and
economy.

INTERAKSYON

Unveiled: ‘Blue lanterns’ climate art in Intramuros
By: John Marwin Elao

A sea of glowing blue lanterns lights up Fort Santiago in Intramuros, Manila, transforming
the historic site into a climate-themed art installation that highlights the urgent need to
protect the world’s oceans.


https://bilyonaryo.com/2025/05/29/uk-to-build-new-reservoirs-as-climate-change-sparks-drought-fears/food/
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https://interaksyon.philstar.com/trends-spotlights/2025/05/29/297131/unveiled-blue-lanterns-climate-art-in-intramuros/
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Legarda: Let PH lead in ocean protection
By: Jan Escosio

Senator Loren Legarda urged Filipinos to lead the way in ocean protection and climate
resilience ahead of the Third United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOCS3) in Nice,
France this June.
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PH must lead by example in global ocean protection efforts: Legarda
By: Wilnard Bacelonia

The world must see the Philippines not as a victim, but as a leader in ocean protection,
Senator Loren Legarda said Thursday, as she urged urgent local action ahead of the
2025 UN Ocean Conference (UNOC3) in Nice, France on June 9-13.

REUTERS

China offers Pacific Islands increased support in addressing climate change

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi pledged increased support from the world's second-
largest economy to Pacific Island countries in addressing climate change, during a
summit China's Xiamen on Wednesday, according to a ministry readout.
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Climate Change Commission Backs Philippines Call To Protect World’'s Oceans

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) joined national and international partners in
reaffirming the Philippines’ call to protect the world’s oceans, as more than 1,000
handcrafted solar lanterns illuminated Fort Santiago during the inauguration of the “Blue
Lanterns” climate art installation on Tuesday.
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UK to build new reservoirs as climate change sparks drought fears

The UK government said Wednesday it will step in to fast-track the building of two new
reservoirs, amid drought fears as England was on track to record its driest start to spring
in more than century.

The environment department took control of the planning process to build two “major
reservoirs” in east England for the first time in 30 years, as it warned national supplies,
especially clean drinking water, were “under threat”.

“Rapid population growth, crumbling infrastructure that has been left to decline, and a
warming climate mean the UK could run out of clean drinking water by the middle of the
next decade without a major infrastructure overhaul,” the Department for Environment
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) said in a statement.

The two reservoirs were given “nationally significant” status, transferring planning powers
from the local level to the central government.

The department said the move “will streamline and accelerate the planning process, to
shore up water resources for over three quarters of a million homes in England’s most
water-stressed areas”.

The Met Office, the state weather forecaster, said earlier this month that this spring could
be “the driest for more than a century”, but cautioned that figures would only be known at

the end of May as rain had been forecast.

The Environment Agency (EA) announced England had experienced its driest start to
spring in 69 years, with reservoirs falling to “exceptionally low” levels.

The dry start meant that farmers had to begin irrigation earlier, leading to an “increased
demand on their on-site storage reservoirs”.

— Water ‘resilience’ —

The EA called a meeting of its national drought group earlier this month, urging water
companies to safeguard water supplies.

In the meeting, EA’s deputy water director Richard Thompson warned that “changing
climate means we will see more summer droughts in the coming decades”.


https://bilyonaryo.com/2025/05/29/uk-to-build-new-reservoirs-as-climate-change-sparks-drought-fears/food/

The agency added that while there was no official drought yet, there was a “medium risk”
of a summer drought without sustained rainfall.

The government plans to introduce legislation that would automatically classify projects
“fundamental to our national water resilience” as being “nationally significant”, DEFRA

said.

“We are... intervening in the national interest and slashing red tape to make the planning
process faster to unblock nine new reservoirs,” water minister Emma Hardy said.

According to DEFRA, no new water reservoirs have been built since 1992.

The government is hoping to streamline the building of a reservoir in northeastern
Lincolnshire by 2040, and one in East Anglia by 2036.

Water companies have pledged to deliver seven other reservoirs by 2050, according to
DEFRA.
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Philippine transition to a low-carbon economy
By: Jesus Ma. Lava Il

The Philippines remains one of the most at risk and vulnerable to the effects of climate
change. Its location and the frequency of several other phenomena related to the
worsening climate crisis threaten the country’s communities, infrastructure and economy.

For businesses, these disruptions may result in operational setbacks, logistical
challenges and financial losses. Given the high risks posed by climate change, it is crucial
that companies in the Philippines take a proactive role in transitioning to low-carbon
operations. This is not merely a global trend; it is a necessity to ensure financial and
operational sustainability of businesses and to uphold national stability and resilience.

The transition to a low-carbon economy is also not just about mitigating risks for individual
businesses. It is also a national obligation under the country’s commitment to the Paris
Agreement, in which all member countries must submit their updated nationally
determined contributions based on a five-year cycle of review. The Philippines has
pledged to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 75% by 2030, and the National
Government must implement measures that require scaled and extensive corporate
participation, pushing them to submit their decarbonization plans every five years and
compliance reports yearly.

The transition to a low-carbon economy will vary for each company, and so will the risks
associated with their movements. Some businesses may undertake considerable
financial investments in cleaner technologies, while others may experience operational
disruptions as they shift away from carbon-intensive processes. These transition risks,
combined with evolving market expectations and policy changes, reinforce the urgency
for companies to prepare effectively and choose strategic planning methods that allow
them to assess risks and opportunities competently.

A strategic planning method based on varying circumstances and scenario analysis plays
a critical role in the transition to a low-carbon economy because it helps businesses
assess their readiness for climate-related risks. It examines and evaluates potential future
scenarios of the world to assess the resilience of an entity’s strategy and business model
to climate-related risks and opportunities, allowing companies to hypothetically quantify
the effects of transition risks to entities across relevant time horizons based on the degree
of policy and regulatory implementation and changes.


https://www.bworldonline.com/banking-finance/2025/05/30/675857/philippine-transition-to-a-low-carbon-economy/

The transition to a low-carbon economy is no longer optional; it is a business imperative.
With global markets fluxing toward a clean and sustainable future, companies that fail to
adapt will face increasing risks. Philippine businesses must recognize their distinct
vulnerability to climate change and take decisive and steady actions to prepare for the
future. This is not just about their internal risk mitigation, but also the assurance of their
resilience, the attraction of potential investments and their meaningful contribution to
national and global sustainability goals.
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Unveiled: ‘Blue lanterns’ climate art in Intramuros
By: John Marwin Elao

A sea of glowing blue lanterns lights up Fort Santiago in Intramuros, Manila, transforming
the historic site into a climate-themed art installation that highlights the urgent need to
protect the world’s oceans.

Unveiled on May 27, the display features over 1,000 solar-powered lanterns made from
recycled materials—each symbolizing a call for climate action and marine conservation.

The installation is part of the “100 Days for the Ocean” campaign and a lead-up to the 3rd
United Nations Ocean Conference in Nice this June.

It was launched by the Embassy of France to the Philippines and in Micronesia, in
partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs, the Office of Senator Loren Legarda,
the Intramuros Administration and NGO Liter of Light.

The “Blue Lanterns” climate art installation will be on display at Fort Santiago until June
1.
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Legarda: Let PH lead in ocean protection
By: Jan Escosio

Senator Loren Legarda urged Filipinos to lead the way in ocean protection and climate
resilience ahead of the Third United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC3) in Nice, France
this June.

“We will demand that global ambition translates to tangible support for those who need it
most: fisherfolk, coastal women, and indigenous communities,” Legarda said during her
keynote address during “Daluyong ng Pagbabago: Adaptation and Resilience for Our
Oceans” forum at the University of the Philippines Visayas campus in Pandan, Antique
on May 29, 2025.

“Mga kababayan, ang daluyong ang ating alon at sandata—a force that cannot be
ignored. Let us become that unstoppable tide,” she added.

An archipelago of 7,641 islands, the Philippines heavily depends on the seas for its
identity, food, and survival.

The coastal economy contributes to 3.9% of the country’s gross domestic product,
however, threats have emerged, endangering millions of lives in the process.

According to Legarda, fisheries’ catch rates have plummeted, while none of the country’s
coral reefs remain in “excellent condition.

Filipinos are also among the top polluters of plastic in the world, contributing tons of waste
to the world’s oceans.

“When corals die, so do fish stocks. When mangroves vanish, villages lose their shields
against storms,” lamented Legarda.
“When plastic chokes our waters, it chokes our children’s future.”

The four-term senator has passed several important pieces of legislation such as the
Climate Change Act of 2009, as well as the Philippine Ecosystem and Natural Capital
Accounting System (PENCAS) law.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2064691/legarda-let-ph-lead-in-ocean-protection

Pending in the Senate is the Blue Economy Bill, which seeks to mandate sustainable
fishing quotas, bans destructive fishing practices such as muro-ami, and allocates a
percentage of coastal zones as protected areas.

“‘Remember that we cannot prosper if we do not care. Let us care fiercely, act urgently,
and rise together,” said Legarda.

“Today, we face a new voyage, one that demands we chart a course from exploitation
to reverence,” she concluded.



PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH must lead by example in global ocean protection efforts: Legarda
By: Wilnard Bacelonia

The world must see the Philippines not as a victim, but as a leader in ocean protection,
Senator Loren Legarda said Thursday, as she urged urgent local action ahead of the
2025 UN Ocean Conference (UNOC3) in Nice, France on June 9-13.

Speaking at the “Daluyong ng Pagbabago: Adaptation and Resilience for Our Oceans”
forum in Pandan, Antique, Legarda rallied local governments, fisherfolk, scientists, and
youth advocates to help turn international commitments into tangible results, warning that
time is running out to reverse marine degradation.

“Our seas are not just a backdrop -- they are our lifeline. We must act decisively and lead
by example," she said.

Legarda said that while the Philippines is a signatory to global agreements like the Paris
Accord and the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), domestic action must
match those commitments.

Citing Sustainable Development Goal 14 (Life Below Water), the senator warned of
declining fish stocks, dying coral reefs, and the country’s continued contribution to marine
plastic pollution.

Legarda also highlighted testimony from fisherfolk in her home province, Antique, who
shared how fishing nets once filled with abundant catch now haul in mostly trash, a stark
symbol of the worsening crisis.

“Global targets mean little without grassroots execution,” she said.

She reaffirmed the role of national legislation in shaping ocean governance, citing the
Climate Change Act of 2009 and the Philippine Ecosystem and Natural Capital
Accounting System (PENCAS) Act as key tools.

Legarda also pushed for the passage of the proposed Blue Economy Act to institutionalize
sustainable fishing practices and expand marine protected zones.
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She said ocean advocacy must go hand in hand with climate justice, calling on developed
countries to fulfill their USD100 billion-a-year commitment in climate finance and invest in
countries like the Philippines that are on the frontlines of marine stewardship.

“Our fight is about survival, equity, and responsibility. It's time to invest in the communities
that guard marine biodiversity," she said.

“To our local leaders: follow Antique’s lead. To our youth: your future is non-negotiable.
To all Filipinos: the ocean is our bridge to legacy and survival."
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REUTERS

China offers Pacific Islands increased support in addressing climate change

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi pledged increased support from the world's second-
largest economy to Pacific Island countries in addressing climate change, during a
summit China's Xiamen on Wednesday, according to a ministry readout.

The world's biggest bilateral lender will undertake 100 "small but beautiful” projects across
Pacific Island countries with China ties over the next three years, Wang said, referring to
one of the guiding principles of Chinese President Xi Jinping's flagship "Belt and Road"
infrastructure initiative.

Beijing will also invest $2 million in the island countries' clean energy, fisheries, oceans,
low-carbon infrastructure and tourism sectors, the statement added, an amount in line
with a downturn in Chinese lending as its $19 trillion economy slows.

"China fully recognises the vulnerability of the economic and social development of the
Pacific Island countries in the face of the climate change crisis,” the statement said.

China's renewed push to boost its influence with Pacific Island countries comes as U.S.
aid programs to the region have been frozen, and several nations have been hit with hefty
U.S. tariffs.

Reporting by Joe Cash in Beijing; Editing by Lincoln Feast.
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Climate Change Commission Backs Philippines Call To Protect World’'s Oceans

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) joined national and international partners in
reaffirming the Philippines’ call to protect the world’s oceans, as more than 1,000
handcrafted solar lanterns illuminated Fort Santiago during the inauguration of the “Blue
Lanterns” climate art installation on Tuesday.

Crafted by families, local cooperatives, volunteers, partners, and youth, the lanterns were
unveiled ahead of the 3rd UN Oceans Conference (UNOC3) in Nice, France.

This project reflects the shared commitment of France and the Philippines to advance
ocean protection and climate action in the lead-up to the UNOC3, which will be co-chaired
with Costa Rica in Nice next month.

CCC Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje underscored the national significance of the
initiative.

“The Climate Change Commission stands solidly with the Philippines’ call to protect the
world’s oceans. This installation here in Fort Santiago sends a clear message and
challenge for all of us to preserve, protect, and promote the lifeblood that is our oceans
and to fortify our blue and green frontlines and frontiers.”

The initiative, led by the Embassy of France to the Philippines and Micronesia in
partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), the Office of Senator Loren
Legarda, the Intramuros Administration, and Liter of Light, symbolizes a collective
commitment to marine protection, climate resilience, and community-led innovation.

The event also marked the culmination of the #100DaysMobilizationOcean campaign,
which spotlighted grassroots innovation using renewable energy and circular economy
practices. It forms part of the broader “Blue Nations: France and the Philippines, Partners
for the Ocean” initiative launched in 2024.

The lighting ceremony followed the “OCEAN TALK: The 2015 Manila Call to Action” forum
co-organized by the DFA, CCC, and partner organizations.

The dialogue emphasized the urgency of sustainable ocean management, climate
resilience, and community action in safeguarding marine ecosystems.
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The climate art installation at Fort Santiago symbolized the Philippines’ steadfast
commitment under the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to ocean
conservation and climate action.

It also served as an inspiring send-off for the Philippine delegation to the UNOC3
conference in Nice, France in June.

=END=
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