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'‘Blue Lanterns' climate art installation launched in Intramuros

Philippine RE investments to slash power sector emissions by over 18% by 2030—
DOE

Senator Legarda Renews Manila Call For Bold Climate Action Ahead Of UNOC3
Underwater clean-up marks Ocean Month

PH, French embassies light up Blue Lanterns for ocean protection

ADB commits $400 million for development projects in Philippines

CCC IN THE NEWS:

e Continuous Training Key Strategy For Climate Resilience
ADB sets $400-M loan for PH maritime development
CCC backs PH call to protect world’s oceans

ABS CBN

'Blue Lanterns' climate art installation launched in Intramuros
By: Lyza Aquino

The Embassy of France to the Philippines and in Micronesia and Philippine government
officials inaugurated late Tuesday the “Blue Lanterns” climate art installation at the
historic Intramuros area.

MANILA BULLETIN
Philippine RE investments to slash power sector emissions by over 18% by 2030—

DOE
By: Myrna M. Velasco

The massive scale renewable energy (RE) investments being cornered by the Philippine
government will drastically reduce the carbon dioxide (CO,) emissions of the power
industry by 18.34 percent around 2030, which is the timeframe when the country will hit
strike on the first major milestone of its energy transition warpath, according to the
Department of Energy.
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Senator Legarda Renews Manila Call For Bold Climate Action Ahead Of UNOC3

Senator Loren Legarda on Tuesday led the reaffirmation of the 2015 Manila Call to Action
on Climate Change, commemorating its 10th anniversary and rallying global resolve
ahead of the 2025 UN Ocean Conference (UNOCS3) in Nice, France in June.
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Underwater clean-up marks Ocean Month
By: Pia Lorraine Francisco

Seventy-four volunteers marked the Ocean Month celebration in Capiz with an
underwater and coastal clean-up, collecting 191 kilograms of waste in Sitio Culasi,
Barangay Lonoy, Sapian town.

SUNSTAR

PH, French embassies light up Blue Lanterns for ocean protection
By: Third Anne Peralta-Malonzo

The Liter of Light project, led by Filipino social entrepreneur lllac Diaz in collaboration
with the French Embassy in the Philippines, unveiled the Blue Lantern climate artwork
on the evening of Tuesday, May 27, 2025, a glowing symbol of their collective
mobilization to protect the oceans.
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ADB commits $400 million for development projects in Philippines
By: Alexis Romero

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) yesterday committed to provide a $400-million loan
to support the Philippines’ marine ecosystem and blue economy projects.
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Continuous Training Key Strateqy For Climate Resilience

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has underscored the significance of conducting
continuous training as a vital strategic step in strengthening the country’s climate
resilience.
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ADB sets $400-M loan for PH maritime development
By: Julie M. Aurelio

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will grant the Philippines a $400-million loan this
year to fund the country’s maritime development projects.
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CCC backs PH call to protect world’s oceans

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) joined national and international partners in
reaffirming the Philippines’ call to protect the world’'s oceans, as more than 1,000
handcrafted solar lanterns illuminated Fort Santiago during the inauguration of the “Blue
Lanterns” climate art installation on Tuesday.
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'‘Blue Lanterns' climate art installation launched in Intramuros
By: Lyza Aquino

The Embassy of France to the Philippines and in Micronesia and Philippine government
officials inaugurated late Tuesday the “Blue Lanterns” climate art installation at the historic
Intramuros area.

The initiative, launched in partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs, the
Department of Tourism, the Office of Senator Loren Legarda, Liter of Light and the
Intramuros Administration, symbolizes the shared commitment of France and the
Philippines to ocean protection and climate action.

The installation features around 1,000 solar-powered lanterns made from recycled
materials, designed by communities, students and other volunteers from the non
government organization.

The installation will be on display until this Sunday, June 1, and will eventually be
distributed to off-grid communities in the Philippines.

“These blue lanterns are symbols of sustainability and solidarity,” said French
Ambassador to the Philippines Marie Fontanel during the ceremony.

“They represent simple, accessible solutions for people living in vulnerable and remote
areas, especially in the aftermath of typhoons or other natural disasters," she added.

The event marks the culmination of the “100 Days for the Ocean” campaign, launched
earlier this year to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the Manila Call to Action on
Climate Change, signed in 2015 by former Presidents Benigno Aquino Il and Francois
Hollande.

Fontanel emphasized that the Blue Lanterns initiative is part of the “Blue Nations: France
and the Philippines, Partners for the Ocean” program, which seeks to amplify climate
advocacy ahead of the United Nations Ocean Conference in Nice, France this June.

“From Manila to Nice, our message is clear: Protect our oceans. This collaboration
reminds us that France and the Philippines, both maritime nations, share not only
common challenges like plastic pollution and illegal fishing, but also a common vision to
advance global ocean governance," she said.

The ambassador also underscored the need to strengthen international law, particularly
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and support the ratification of the
High Seas Treaty, or also known as the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond
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National Jurisdiction or BBNJ Agreement, which currently awaits the necessary 60
endorsements.

“We are optimistic that in Nice, we will reach this milestone. The treaty will be a major
step forward in ocean conservation, complementing existing international frameworks,”
said Fontanel.

In addition to international law, the upcoming UN Ocean Conference will also focus on
enhancing scientific collaboration and mobilizing funding, including greater involvement
from the private sector.

“Public funds alone are not enough. We need companies and institutions to step up and
be part of the solution,” Fontanel noted.

As the blue lanterns lit up Intramuros, organizers expressed hope that the light would
serve as a beacon — not only for environmental awareness but also for the continuing
solidarity between France and the Philippines in the fight against climate change.



MANILA BULLETIN

Philippine RE investments to slash power sector emissions by over 18% by
2030—DOE
By: Myrna M. Velasco

The massive scale renewable energy (RE) investments being cornered by the Philippine
government will drastically reduce the carbon dioxide (CO,) emissions of the power
industry by 18.34 percent around 2030, which is the timeframe when the country will hit
strike on the first major milestone of its energy transition warpath, according to the
Department of Energy.

Energy Undersecretary Rowena Cristina L. Guevara emphasized that as capacities of the
green energy auction program (GEAP) winners will successively reach commercial
stream, the energy sector will experience significant 10.91 percent decline in CO,
emissions by 2026, which is considerably an early victory in the country’s climate fight;
then that will accelerate beyond 18 percent by the turn of the decade.

“GEAP has obvious implications for environmental and socioeconomic benefits. One of
the clearest indicators of this is the estimated avoidance of about 80 million metric tons
of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO,e) emissions over the duration of the 20-year contracts
awarded under the first two rounds of GEA (green energy auction),” she expounded.

The energy official further highlighted that “the full potential of GEA 1-4 estimates 307
million tons CO,e avoided.”

The first four rounds of renewable energy tenders have covered multiple technologies,
and the fifth will focus on offshore wind, while GEA-6 will prioritize biomass and waste-to-
energy facilities.

The energy official stressed, “The Philippines has pledged to reduce its GHG
(greenhouse gas) emissions by 75 percent by 2030 under its NDC (nationally determined
contribution) to the Paris Agreement. If GEA projects were counted, it will be equivalent
to an 18.34% reduction in CO,e emissions by 2030.”

Essentially, 2030 marks a significant turning point in the Philippine energy transition
roadmap, when renewables are expected to aggressively increase their share to a
commanding 35 percent of the power mix.
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Senator Legarda Renews Manila Call For Bold Climate Action Ahead Of UNOC3

Senator Loren Legarda on Tuesday led the reaffirmation of the 2015 Manila Call to Action
on Climate Change, commemorating its 10th anniversary and rallying global resolve
ahead of the 2025 UN Ocean Conference (UNOCS3) in Nice, France in June.

Speaking at the DFA’s Ocean Talk forum at the National Museum of Fine Arts, Legarda
called the Manila Call “a commitment built on science, law, diplomacy, and the lived
realities of our people.”

The event also served as a formal send-off for the Philippine delegation to UNOCS, to be
held from June 9 to 13.

Originally launched on Feb. 26, 2015 by former French President Frangois Hollande and
former president Benigno Aquino Ill, the Manila Call urged climate solidarity and was
instrumental in shaping momentum toward the Paris Agreement during the UN Climate
Change Conference Conference of Parties (COP 21) in December 2015.

It marked a historic joint pledge by France and the Philippines to protect the environment,
climate, and oceans.

Legarda and French actress Marion Catillard served as the English and French voices of
the original call.

“The ocean-climate crisis is a human development crisis,” Legarda warned, citing
alarming data on sea level rise, coral loss, and declining fish biomass.

The Senator pressed for ocean protection not merely as conservation, but as a rights-
based imperative, especially for vulnerable coastal communities.

She also highlighted national progress, from environmental laws to the 100 Days for the
Ocean campaign, and challenged all sectors to act.

“Let the Manila Call be more than a memory — let it be a mandate,” she added.
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Underwater clean-up marks Ocean Month
By: Pia Lorraine Francisco

Seventy-four volunteers marked the Ocean Month celebration in Capiz with an
underwater and coastal clean-up, collecting 191 kilograms of waste in Sitio Culasi,
Barangay Lonoy, Sapian town.

The Capiz Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office (CaPENRO)
spearheaded the event, in partnership with the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) Capiz, and the Sapian municipal government.

DENR Capiz information officer Ma. Judy Bernas said that the activity featured a
“Scubasurero” underwater cleanup of Crown-of-Thorns Starfish (COTS), as well as coral
bleaching monitoring in the coastal waters of Brgy. Lonoy, and a simultaneous coastal
cleanup along the shoreline of Sitio Culasi as part of the ongoing observance of the Month
of the Ocean (MOO) this May.

COTS are large marine invertebrates that can cause significant damage to coral reefs.

DENR-Capiz OIC Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Officer Ernest C.
Federiso emphasized the important ecosystem services provided by coastal and marine
resources, including food security, oxygen production, and climate regulation.

Federiso highlighted that individual and collective efforts, no matter how small, can create
ripple effects toward ocean protection.

He also reminded the participants that the oceans cover three-fourths of the Earth’s
surface and marine ecosystems produce 80 percent of the oxygen we breathe.

Moreover, CaPENRO information officer Wilmon Alinsangan commended unity among
volunteers, pointing out that shared responsibility and collaboration are keys to an
effective environmental initiative.

He noted that the Philippines is among the world’s leading contributors to marine plastic
waste, and emphasized that even a one-day cleanup can inspire long-term behavior
change.

DENR Coastal and Marine Ecosystems Management Program coordinator Jean Carla
Ibanez discussed the rationale behind the MOO celebration and emphasized the value of
citizen science and Republic Act No. 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management
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Act of 2000, specifically the importance of waste segregation and proper disposal to
prevent marine pollution.

“The debris [collected] consisted of grocery bags, plastic and glass beverage bottles, tin
cans, styrofoam food containers, food wrappers, straws, fishing lines and nets, diapers,
clothes, footwear, cigarette butts, and a busted lightbulb, highlighting the ongoing problem
of solid waste pollution in coastal areas,” she noted.

She also added that the activity proves that partnership, education, and community
participation remain vital in protecting our oceans and securing the future of coastal
communities.

The month-long celebration was themed: Unlock Ocean-Based Solutions to Climate
Change “Karagatan ang Solusyon”.
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PH, French embassies light up Blue Lanterns for ocean protection
By: Third Anne Peralta-Malonzo

The Liter of Light project, led by Filipino social entrepreneur lllac Diaz in collaboration
with the French Embassy in the Philippines, unveiled the Blue Lantern climate artwork
on the evening of Tuesday, May 27, 2025, a glowing symbol of their collective
mobilization to protect the oceans.

The artwork, which is made of over 1,000 solar lamps built by civil society organizations,
partner companies, young professionals, and students for the past months, will be
available for public viewing every evening until Sunday, June 1, at Fort Santiago in
Intramuros, Manila.

This initiative, under the #100DaysMobilizationOcean campaign in preparation for the
United Nations Ocean Conference (#UNOC3) in June 2025, underscores the importance
of climate action, marine protection, and sustainable tourism.

It is also part of the Blue Nations initiative, a partnership between France and the
Philippines for a shared strong advocacy for the climate and ocean’s protection since the
Manila call to action on climate change in February 2015 that led to the Paris Agreement
(COP 21).

The initiative seeks to build on the longstanding cooperation between France and the
Philippines on maritime and climate issues and is designed to amplify efforts in these key
areas in the lead-up to the 2025 UNOC in Nice, France.

In an interview, Diaz said the 1,000 solar lamps will be distributed to remote communities
with electricity issues especially to students in order to give them access to light that will

help them in their studies.

He said they intended to provide at least a million solar lights each year for disadvantaged
communities and families including fishermen.

Diaz said not only fishermen can use these solar lamps at home but most especially for
fishing at night.
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ADB commits $400 million for development projects in Philippines
By: Alexis Romero

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) yesterday committed to provide a $400-million loan
to support the Philippines’ marine ecosystem and blue economy projects.

In a speech during the 16th Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East
ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) Summit here, ADB President Masato Kanda said
coastal resilience is needed to sustain fisheries and aquaculture, an important source of
nutritious food.

“Today, | am pleased to share that a $400 million loan for the Philippines is set for
approval this year, to strengthen marine ecosystems and support the blue economy under
its National Adaptation Plan,” Kanda said.

President Marcos served as the chair of the BIMP-EAGA conference, one of the side
events of the 46th Association of Southeast Asian Nations Summit.

Kanda cited the need to tackle food system vulnerabilities and to address the threat posed
by climate change on food security and marine ecosystems.

According to Kanda, ADB is expanding its investment in food security to $40 billion
through 2030.

“We are strengthening financing, policy guidance, project support, and capacity building,”
the ADB chief said.

Kanda said the multilateral lender has deployed $500 million for agricultural development
in the Philippines through policy and regulatory reforms, enhanced public services and
financial support and protection of rural families.

The Manila-based lender is supporting Indonesia with a $500-million policy-based loan to
reduce plastic marine debris and a $100 million investment project in shrimp aquaculture,
he added.

Mindanao Development Authority chairman Leo Tereso Magno noted that the BIMP-
EAGA’s goal is to narrow the development gap between countries. He added that
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Mindanao has benefited from the initiatives of the sub-region through a higher gross
domestic product and infrastructure projects.

“We are now enjoying the highest level of peace and order in Mindanao. The development
should follow. We are praying every day in Mindanao that development comes to our
place,” Magno said.

Marcos highlighted the need for even greater synergy, innovation and political will in the
sub-region.

“I am confident that through our cooperation we will continue to transform these

aspirations that we have held into lasting impact for our peoples. Thank you, and | look
forward to a productive summit,” the President said in his opening remarks.
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Continuous Training Key Strateqy For Climate Resilience

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has underscored the significance of conducting
continuous training as a vital strategic step in strengthening the country’s climate
resilience.

In a news release on Tuesday, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert EA
Borje shared the commission’s engagement in a series of capacity-building training to
advance and strengthen climate action initiatives.

“Training is essential. At the Climate Change Commission, we highly value these learning
opportunities because they equip the agency to face the climate-related challenges our
country encounters, adopt new knowledge, and develop strategies as part of our climate
response,” he said.

He added that as climate impacts grow more complex and urgent, the development of
skills and knowledge is essential to crafting effective, adaptive climate policies.

Borje also cited the importance of recognizing that tackling climate change requires
innovation, integration, and embedding continuous capacity building into the agency’s
core mandate.

He said that through a series of focused programs, the CCC enhances internal systems
and builds the backbone of effective climate governance.

“Take the Complete Staff Work (CSW) training, for example. This initiative improves
coordination, analytical rigor, and institutional efficiency. It enables teams to move beyond
reactive problem-solving and toward anticipatory, strategic planning,” he explained.

Meanwhile, Borje said that the Open Government Partnership (OGP) training helps
enhance transparency and community engagement, while Power 101, a workshop that
connects the dots between energy policy and climate resilience, deepens knowledge of
the energy sector ,and empowers staff to help craft policies that promote efficiency,
emission reduction, and support sustainable development.

He said each training initiative empowers the commission’s personnel to anticipate and
address climate risks proactively rather than reactively.
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“At its core, staff development prepares individuals to meet today’'s complex challenges
with clarity, competence, and confidence. We will remain committed to continuous
learning and to improving our work, guided by the vision of President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. for a climate-smart and climate-resilient Philippines,” Borje said.
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ADB sets $400-M loan for PH maritime development
By: Julie M. Aurelio

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will grant the Philippines a $400-million loan this
year to fund the country’s maritime development projects.

ADB president Masato Kanda announced the loan in his speech on Tuesday at the BIMP-
EAGA (Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East Asean Growth Area)
Summit.

He said the loan “is set for approval this year, to strengthen marine ecosystems and
support the blue economy under its National Adaptation Plan (NAP).”

A blue economy refers to a country’s development program as complemented by the use
of its maritime resources. NAP is the government’s climate action plan involving various
agencies, primarily the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and Climate
Change Commission.

Among ADB's recent investments in the Philippines, Kanda also cited $40 billion for food
security and $500 million for agricultural development.

The BIMP-EAGA Summit is one of several gatherings at the annual Asean (Association
of Southeast Asian Nations) Summit hosted this year by Malaysia.

The Manila-based ADB serves as a regional development adviser to BIMP-EAGA, an
economic partnership established in 1994 to foster development in the remote, less-
developed areas of Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines—
including Mindanao and Palawan which are covered by BIMP-EAGA'’s subregions.

Mindanao Development Authority chairman Leo Tereso Magno said the ADB loan
constitutes “additional funds for our country to develop Mindanao and Palawan.”

“The ADB’s commitment has always been continuous and they have been helping us,”
he added.

‘Shared vision’
As this year’s chairperson of that gathering, President Marcos noted how joint initiatives

among the four countries “have advance significantly” in areas like trade, food and energy
security and ecotourism.

15


https://globalnation.inquirer.net/278430/adb-sets-400-m-loan-for-ph-maritime-devt

“Let us take this opportunity to not only celebrate these milestones but to also affirm our
shared vision for a more integrated, prosperous, and resilient BIMP-EAGA,” Mr. Marcos
said.

The path ahead calls for even greater synergy, innovation, and political will,” the President

said. “I am confident that through our cooperation we will continue to transform these
aspirations that we have held into lasting impact for our peoples.”
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CCC backs PH call to protect world’s oceans

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) joined national and international partners in
reaffirming the Philippines’ call to protect the world’s oceans, as more than 1,000
handcrafted solar lanterns illuminated Fort Santiago during the inauguration of the “Blue
Lanterns” climate art installation on Tuesday.

Crafted by families, local cooperatives, volunteers, partners, and youth, the lanterns were
unveiled ahead of the 3rd UN Oceans Conference (UNOC3) in Nice, France.

This project reflects the shared commitment of France and the Philippines to advance
ocean protection and climate action in the lead-up to the UNOC3, which will be co-chaired
with Costa Rica in Nice next month.

CCC Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje underscored the national significance of the
initiative.

“The Climate Change Commission stands solidly with the Philippines’ call to protect the
world’s oceans. This installation here in Fort Santiago sends a clear message and
challenge for all of us to preserve, protect, and promote the lifeblood that is our oceans
and to fortify our blue and green frontlines and frontiers.”

The initiative, led by the Embassy of France to the Philippines and Micronesia in
partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), the Office of Senator Loren
Legarda, the Intramuros Administration, and Liter of Light, symbolizes a collective
commitment to marine protection, climate resilience, and community-led innovation.

The event also marked the culmination of the #100DaysMobilizationOcean campaign,
which spotlighted grassroots innovation using renewable energy and circular economy
practices. It forms part of the broader “Blue Nations: France and the Philippines, Partners
for the Ocean” initiative launched in 2024.

The lighting ceremony followed the “OCEAN TALK: The 2015 Manila Call to Action” forum
co-organized by the DFA, CCC, and partner organizations.

The dialogue emphasized the urgency of sustainable ocean management, climate
resilience, and community action in safeguarding marine ecosystems.
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The climate art installation at Fort Santiago symbolized the Philippines’ steadfast
commitment under the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to ocean
conservation and climate action.

It also served as an inspiring send-off for the Philippine delegation to the UNOC3

conference in Nice, France in June.
=END=
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