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Marcos calls on rich Arab countries to contribute to Loss and Damage Fund

e Marcos seeks Gulf support for climate fund, presses freedom of navigation in key
seas
Flooding caused by high tide trouble residents in Dagupan

e Marcos asks oil-rich Arab nations for contributions to Loss and Damage Fund
Manila Call to Action: Legarda says PH will continue to lead in future climate
change actions

e Legarda renews Manila Call for bold climate action ahead of UNOC3

France, Philippines unveiled ‘Blue Lanterns’ climate art installation in Intramuros

CCC IN THE NEWS:

e From strength to strategy: How climate change champions are trained to lead the
fight
e CCC: Continuous training key strategy for climate resilience

ABS CBN

Marcos calls on rich Arab countries to contribute to Loss and Damage Fund
By: Pia Gutierrez

The Philippines on Tuesday urged Arab countries to contribute to the Loss and Damage
Fund, as President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. highlighted the increasing risks posed by
climate change to both regions.

DAILY TRIBUNE
Marcos seeks Gulf support for climate fund, presses freedom of navigation in key

seas
By: Richbon Quevedo

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has sought the help of Arab nations sitting as the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) in building up the financial capability of the Loss and Damage
Fund, which the Philippines hosts.
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Flooding caused by high tide trouble residents in Dagupan
By: Cj Torida

Parts of Dagupan City, particularly along Burgos Street and AB Fernandez Avenue in
Barangay Poblacion Oeste, experienced flooding caused by high tide at around 7 a.m.
on May 27, 2025.

Marcos asks oil-rich Arab nations for contributions to Loss and Damage Fund
By: Anna Felicia Bajo

Philippine President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. on Tuesday asked oil-rich Arab
countries for contributions to the Loss and Damage Fund.

MANILA BULLETIN
Manila Call to Action: Legarda says PH will continue to lead in future climate

change actions
By: Hannah L. Torregoza

The Philippines will continue to lead in climate change mitigation efforts as the world
continues to struggle with the realities of ocean governance.
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Legarda renews Manila Call for bold climate action ahead of UNOC3
By: Wilnard Bacelonia

Senator Loren Legarda on Tuesday led the reaffirmation of the 2015 Manila Call to Action
on Climate Change, commemorating its 10th anniversary and rallying global resolve
ahead of the 2025 UN Ocean Conference (UNOCS3) in Nice, France in June.

SUNSTAR

France, Philippines unveiled ‘Blue Lanterns’ climate art installation in Intramuros

The Embassy of France to the Philippines and in Micronesia, in partnership with the
Department of Foreign Affairs, the Office of Sen. Loren Legarda, the Intramuros
Administration, and Liter of Light, inaugurated the “Blue Lanterns” climate art installation
on May 27 at Fort Santiago in Intramuros, Manila.
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From strength to strateqy: How climate change champions are trained to lead the
fight

In every game-changing performance—whether on the court, the field, or the front lines
of public service—there is one constant: training. It's the invisible engine behind visible
victories. Athletes train to develop strength, build resilience, and refine their form. In the
same way, training in the workplace serves as a roadmap to transformation.
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CCC: Continuous training key strategy for climate resilience

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has underscored the significance of conducting
continuous training as a vital strategic step in strengthening the country’s climate
resilience.
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Marcos calls on rich Arab countries to contribute to Loss and Damage Fund
By: Pia Gutierrez

The Philippines on Tuesday urged Arab countries to contribute to the Loss and Damage
Fund, as President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. highlighted the increasing risks posed by
climate change to both regions.

The Philippines currently hosts the Fund Corresponding to Loss and Damage, which aims
to provide financial assistance to developing countries most vulnerable to the impacts of
climate change.

“Our populations face significant climate-related risks, such as sea level rise, rising
temperatures, desertification, and loss of biodiversity, amongst others. As host of the
Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage, or FRLD, the Philippines would like to
encourage contributions through that fund,” Marcos Jr said.

Marcos spoke at the second ASEAN-Gulf Cooperation Council Summit in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.

As host of the FRLD, the Chief Executive vowed that Philippines will “accelerate the
unhindered access of developing nations to climate finance."

He said this will aid “in the development and implementation of transformative and
science-based strategies and initiatives for climate change adaptation, mitigation, and
disaster risk management, towards ensuring sustainable and inclusive growth for all.”


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/business/2025/5/27/president-marcos-jr-calls-on-rich-arab-countries-to-contribute-to-the-loss-and-damage-fund-1536
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Marcos seeks Gulf support for climate fund, presses freedom of navigation in key
seas
By: Richbon Quevedo

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has sought the help of Arab nations sitting as the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) in building up the financial capability of the Loss and Damage
Fund, which the Philippines hosts.

On Tuesday, Marcos emphasized the challenges brought by climate change, stressing it
as “the most defining challenge” of our time.

He explained that both the ASEAN region and the Gulf region are climate-vulnerable,
exposing citizens to climate-related risks.

“Both our regions are climate-vulnerable, and our populations face significant climate-
related risks such as sea level rise, rising temperatures, desertification, and loss of
biodiversity, among others,” he said during his intervention.

Marcos noted that as the Philippines serves as host of the Fund for responding to Loss
and Damage, the country will be able to accelerate unhindered access of developing
nations to climate finance, which shall aid in the development and implementation of
transformative and science-based strategies and initiatives for climate change,
adaptation, mitigation, and disaster risk management.

“As host of the Fund for responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD), the Philippines would
like to encourage contributions to that Fund,” Marcos told the GCC members.

Earlier, Marcos said the Philippines will advocate for scientific and evidence-based,
investment-led, and transformative solutions to the climate crisis.

As both regions are surrounded by water, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. stressed the
necessity of freedom of navigation in international waters with the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC).

Marcos likened the Arabian Sea with the South China Sea, which are both utilized by
world nations as passageways for trade, boosting global economies.

“The South China Sea and the Arabian Sea cover vital sea lanes that serve as lifelines to
regional and international commerce both in our regions,” he said.
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Apart from the freedom of navigation, Marcos also sought unimpeded commerce and
marine environment protection in these waters through compliance with established
international law and the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

In addition to advocating for freedom of navigation, Marcos also emphasized the
importance of unimpeded commerce and the protection of the marine environment in
these waters by upholding established international law and the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Locally, Marcos pushes for swift passage of the Code of Conduct (CoC) in the South
China Sea, stressing the need to safeguard maritime rights, promote stability, and prevent
miscalculations at sea.
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Flooding caused by high tide trouble residents in Dagupan
By: Cj Torida

Parts of Dagupan City, particularly along Burgos Street and AB Fernandez Avenue in
Barangay Poblacion Oeste, experienced flooding caused by high tide at around 7 a.m.
on May 27, 2025.

There was no rainfall, but the water level rose quickly, leaving residents and commuters
to deal with the inconvenience.

Some had to walk through the flood, while others used makeshift stepping platforms to
avoid the dirty water. Others covered their feet to avoid getting sick from the flood.

“Mabaho yung tubig. Kawawa mga bata. [Nalalanghap] 'yung amoy,” David Sison, a
tricycle driver, said.

“Magtatakip ng ilong. Iba ang epekto sa katawan,” Teresa Alvarez, who happened to pass
by the flooded area, said.

Even a funeral procession was forced to change course, with mourners walking along the
sides of the road to avoid the flood.

According to Melykhen Bauzon, head of the Public Alert Response and Monitoring Center
of the City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office (CDRRMO), this is part of
the ongoing high tide season, which could last until September.

“Pag malapit ang buwan, malakas 'yung pull of gravity. Tataas ang tubig sa ilog at dagat,”
she said.

Flooding affected areas near the river, including Island Barangays, Barangay Uno,
Barangay 2 & 3, Barangay IV, and Poblacion Oeste.

Bauzon added that unless roads are elevated, such areas will continue to flood — even
without rain.

“Kung hindi na-elevate ang roads, siguradong baha kahit walang ulan due to high tide,”
she said.
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Marcos asks oil-rich Arab nations for contributions to Loss and Damage Fund
By: Anna Felicia Bajo

Philippine President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. on Tuesday asked oil-rich Arab
countries for contributions to the Loss and Damage Fund.

During the 2nd ASEAN — Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit, Marcos emphasized
that climate change remains "one of the most defining challenges of our time—not the
most defining challenge of our time."

"Both our regions are climate vulnerable,” Marcos said.

"Our populations face significant climate-related risks, such as sea level rise, rising
temperatures, desertification, and loss of biodiversity, amongst others. As host of the
Fund Corresponding to Loss and Damage, or FRLD, the Philippines would like to
encourage contributions through that fund," he added.

The member states of the GCC include Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and
the United Arab Emirates.

Marcos said the Philippines' hosting of the FRLD would accelerate the unhindered access
of developing nations to climate finance.

This shall help in the development and implementation of transformative and science-
based strategies and initiatives for climate change adaptation, mitigation, and disaster
risk management, Marcos said.

Marcos has made a commitment to push for evidence-based solutions in addressing the
impacts of climate change, adding that its unprecedented impact has the potential to
disrupt communities and supply chains.

The Philippines was elected host of the Loss and Damage Board in July 2024. The Loss
and Damage Fund aims to provide financial assistance to vulnerable countries dealing
with the devastating effects of climate change.
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Manila Call to Action: Legarda says PH will continue to lead in future climate
change actions
By: Hannah L. Torregoza

The Philippines will continue to lead in climate change mitigation efforts as the world
continues to struggle with the realities of ocean governance.

Senator Loren Legarda made this promise when she led the reaffirmation of the 2021
Manila Call to Action, Charting Philippine Ocean-Climate Policy Towards the 2025 UN
Ocean Conference (UNOC3) held at the National Museum of Fine Arts in Manila on
Tuesday afternoon, May 27, 2025.

Legarda, during the event, emphasized the need to be cognizant of the ocean-climate
connection “in all future global agreements.”

“The Manila Call to Action is no longer just a call but a commitment. One built on decades
of science, law, diplomacy, and above all, the lived realities of our people,” Legarda said
during her keynote address at the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) Ocean Talk.

“We may have different geographies, but we share the same fate. Climate change knows
no borders. Neither must our compassion, our courage, nor our desire to act,” she said.

“And so | say to all of you: The Philippines will continue to lead, not from a place of power,
but from a place of purpose,” the senator assured.

The event was organized by the DFA with the invaluable support of Legarda. It was also
held in partnership with the Embassy of France to the Philippines and to Micronesia, the
Intramuros Administration, and Liter of Light.

The Manila Call to Action on Climate Change is a declaration launched on Feb. 26, 2015,
by the French and Filipino presidents, Frangois Hollande and Benigno Aquino 1.

It was a commitment to global climate action and solidarity, and subsequently played an
important role in paving the way for the success of the historic Paris Agreement at COP
21.

This joint commitment between France and the Philippines also aims to protect the
environment, climate, and oceans.

During the event, Legarda led the Philippines’ reaffirmation to the Call to Action—
reasserting the country’s commitment to ocean and climate leadership ahead of UNOC3
in Nice, France, from 9 to 13 June 2025.
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Legarda renews Manila Call for bold climate action ahead of UNOC3
By: Wilnard Bacelonia

Senator Loren Legarda on Tuesday led the reaffirmation of the 2015 Manila Call to Action
on Climate Change, commemorating its 10th anniversary and rallying global resolve
ahead of the 2025 UN Ocean Conference (UNOCS3) in Nice, France in June.

Speaking at the DFA’s Ocean Talk forum at the National Museum of Fine Arts, Legarda
called the Manila Call “a commitment built on science, law, diplomacy, and the lived
realities of our people.”

The event also served as a formal send-off for the Philippine delegation to UNOCS, to be
held from June 9 to 13.

Originally launched on Feb. 26, 2015 by former French President Frangois Hollande and
former president Benigno Aquino lll, the Manila Call urged climate solidarity and was
instrumental in shaping momentum toward the Paris Agreement during the UN Climate
Change Conference Conference of Parties (COP 21) in December 2015.

It marked a historic joint pledge by France and the Philippines to protect the environment,
climate, and oceans.

Legarda and French actress Marion Cotillard served as the English and French voices of
the original call.

“The ocean-climate crisis is a human development crisis,” Legarda warned, citing
alarming data on sea level rise, coral loss, and declining fish biomass.

The Senator pressed for ocean protection not merely as conservation, but as a rights-
based imperative, especially for vulnerable coastal communities.

She also highlighted national progress, from environmental laws to the 100 Days for the
Ocean campaign, and challenged all sectors to act.

“Let the Manila Call be more than a memory -- let it be a mandate,” she added.
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France, Philippines unveiled ‘Blue Lanterns’ climate art installation in Intramuros

The Embassy of France to the Philippines and in Micronesia, in partnership with the
Department of Foreign Affairs, the Office of Sen. Loren Legarda, the Intramuros
Administration, and Liter of Light, inaugurated the “Blue Lanterns” climate art installation
on May 27 at Fort Santiago in Intramuros, Manila.

The event marked the culmination of the joint commitment of France and the
Philippines—both maritime nations—to protect the oceans and address the challenges of
climate change, in preparation for the third United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC3),
which will be co-chaired with Costa Rica in Nice in June 2025. In June 2024, the French
Embassy launched the “Blue Nations: France and the Philippines, Partners for the Ocean”
initiative ahead of the conference.

On Feb. 26, 2025, the 10th anniversary of the Manila Call to Climate Action—a historic
appeal launched on Feb. 26, 2015, by President Benigno Aquino Il and French President
Francois Hollande to mobilize international action for the Paris Climate Agreement at
COP21—the French Embassy launched the “100 Days for the Ocean” campaign. The
initiative, done in partnership with the NGO Liter of Light, aims to accelerate collective
climate action.

The partnership with Liter of Light mobilized French and Filipino civil society, the private
sector, students, and public institutions to create a giant climate-themed artwork made of
more than 1,000 “Blue Lanterns,” which are solar lamps. The innovation of the project lies
in the use of recycled, durable, and readily available materials to produce natural and
safe lighting.

The final installation, a product of the commitment and collective mobilization of the
Franco-Philippine community, was unveiled at Fort Santiago, in Intramuros—the historic
heart of Manila and the twin city of Nice, host of the upcoming UNOC3. The location was
symbolically chosen to highlight the historical and renewed bond between the two cities
in support of ocean protection.

By erecting the installation in an iconic heritage site, France underscored the
importance of preserving both cultural heritage and marine ecosystems for future
generations.
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From strength to strateqy: How climate change champions are trained to lead the
fight

In every game-changing performance—whether on the court, the field, or the front lines
of public service—there is one constant: training. It's the invisible engine behind visible
victories. Athletes train to develop strength, build resilience, and refine their form. In the
same way, training in the workplace serves as a roadmap to transformation.

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) sees training as more than just a box that you
check off. It's a strategic step toward climate resilience. As the impacts of climate change
accelerate, the CCC’s commitment to the development of its personnel has become not
only a foundation of organizational growth but a lifeline for our future and that of our
planet.

Climate change demands more than compliance

The climate crisis is a lived reality. Tackling it requires more than policy documents and
press releases. It calls for innovation, integration, and continuous learning.

Recognizing this, the CCC integrates capacity building as a core part of its mandate.
These development programs allow personnel to step back from daily routines, refresh
their perspectives, and gain advanced, science-based knowledge essential for shaping
adaptive and forward-thinking climate policies.

“Training is essential. At the Climate Change Commission, we highly value these learning
opportunities because they equip the agency to face the climate-related challenges our
country encounters, adopt new knowledge, and develop strategies as part of our climate
response,” Robert E.A. Borje, vice chairperson and executive director of the CCC,
emphasized.

Building capacity, brick by brick

Through a series of focused programs, the CCC enhances internal systems and builds
the backbone of effective climate governance.

Take the Complete Staff Work (CSW) training, for example. This initiative improves

coordination, analytical rigor, and institutional efficiency. It enables teams to move beyond
reactive problem-solving and toward anticipatory, strategic planning.
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Meanwhile, the Open Government Partnership (OGP) training brings transparency and
citizen engagement to the forefront. By grounding governance in openness, it fosters trust
and invites communities to co-create solutions—an essential approach when responding
to climate impacts that cross all sectors and borders.

Then there’s Power 101, a workshop that connects the dots between energy policy and
climate resilience. By deepening knowledge of the energy sector, it empowers staff to
help craft policies that promote efficiency, reduce emissions, and support sustainable
development.

Each program shares a common goal: to prepare CCC personnel for the complex, high-
stakes decisions that climate action demands.

Knowledge as a tool for action

As a knowledge management agency, the CCC invests in workshops that improve data
storage, organization, and analysis. Climate science, after all, is only as strong as the
data behind it. These efforts ensure that the Commission’s decisions are grounded in
facts, not assumptions, to turn raw information into impactful policy.

The CCC also fosters inter-agency and cross-sectoral collaboration, understanding that
climate solutions cannot operate in silos. These interactions don’t just build capacity—
they build community among public servants who work toward a shared national and
global goal.

A culture of continuous learning

The CCC'’s approach reflects a deeper truth: that in the face of a rapidly evolving climate
landscape, standing still is not an option. Personnel development is not a bonus, it is a
necessity.

“At its core, staff development prepares individuals to meet today’'s complex challenges
with clarity, competence, and confidence,” Borje notes. “We will remain committed to
continuous learning and to improving our work, guided by the vision of President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. for a climate-smart and climate-resilient Philippines.”

Investing in people, building a future
In the end, what the CCC is doing goes beyond professional training. It's cultivating a

culture where learning leads, strategy follows, and action inspires change. By investing
in people, the Commission is investing in the country’s and, ultimately, the planet’s future.

13



In the race against climate change, it is not only about how fast we move, but how wisely
we train the ones who lead the way.
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CCC: Continuous training key strategy for climate resilience

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has underscored the significance of conducting
continuous training as a vital strategic step in strengthening the country’s climate
resilience.

In a news release on Tuesday, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert EA
Borje shared the commission's engagement in a series of capacity-building training to
advance and strengthen climate action initiatives.

“Training is essential. At the Climate Change Commission, we highly value these learning
opportunities because they equip the agency to face the climate-related challenges our
country encounters, adopt new knowledge, and develop strategies as part of our climate
response,” he said.

He added that as climate impacts grow more complex and urgent, the development of
skills and knowledge is essential to crafting effective, adaptive climate policies.

Borje also cited the importance of recognizing that tackling climate change requires
innovation, integration, and embedding continuous capacity building into the agency’s
core mandate.

He said that through a series of focused programs, the CCC enhances internal systems
and builds the backbone of effective climate governance.

“Take the Complete Staff Work (CSW) training, for example. This initiative improves
coordination, analytical rigor, and institutional efficiency. It enables teams to move beyond
reactive problem-solving and toward anticipatory, strategic planning,” he explained.

Meanwhile, Borje said that the Open Government Partnership (OGP) training helps
enhance transparency and community engagement, while Power 101, a workshop that
connects the dots between energy policy and climate resilience, deepens knowledge of
the energy sector ,and empowers staff to help craft policies that promote efficiency,
emission reduction, and support sustainable development.

He said each training initiative empowers the commission’s personnel to anticipate and
address climate risks proactively rather than reactively.

“At its core, staff development prepares individuals to meet today’'s complex challenges
with clarity, competence, and confidence. We will remain committed to continuous
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learning and to improving our work, guided by the vision of President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. for a climate-smart and climate-resilient Philippines,” Borje said.
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