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[Opinion] Anti-environmentalism is on the rise but it’s full of contradictions
By: Alastair Bonnett

Anti-environmentalism is gaining ground. Attacks on the net zero goal and hostility to
conservation measures and anti-pollution targets are becoming more common. And, as
recent election results have shown, these tactics are reshaping politics in Britain and
across the west.

ECO BUSINESS

The shape of a new climate politics emerges
By: Sam Geall

Only a few months ago, a headline like “United States sets tariffs of up to 3,521 per cent
on solar panels from Southeast Asia” could have been dismissed as satire.
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PH to push for evidence-based solutions vs. climate change
By: Anna Felicia Bajo

The Philippines made a commitment to push for evidence-based solutions in addressing
the impacts of climate change.

MANILA BULLETIN

Marcos: Climate change 'most defining' challenge of our time
By: Richbon Quevedo

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Monday said climate change is “the most defining
and cross-cutting challenge of our time” during his address to the 46th ASEAN Summit
in Kuala Lumpur. He noted that ASEAN is among the world’s most climate-vulnerable
regions, with half its population facing significant climate risks.

Marcos urges ASEAN partners to scale up climate finance
By: Betheena Unite

President Marcos has urged partners of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to increase climate finance to enable the region to achieve its goals to combat
the effects of climate change.

MANILA STANDARD

Resilient farm sector to thwart climate change

The Philippines must build a resilient agricultural sector to ensure long-term food
security, economic stability and inclusive job growth amid extreme weather.

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Marcos backs ASEAN non-retaliatory stand on tariffs
By: Alexis Romero

President Marcos yesterday lauded the decision of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) not to retaliate against the tariffs imposed by the US, as he
emphasized the need for the regional bloc to work together in the face of an
“increasingly uncertain future.”
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Changing the currents: Turning the tide on ocean and climate crises
By: VCED Robert EA Borje

Every May, the world turns its gaze to the ocean not just as a vast body of water, but as
the very pulse of our planet. Ocean Month is a celebration of marine beauty and
biodiversity. It is a reminder that the health of our seas is inseparable from our own. For
an archipelagic country of more than 7,000 islands, the Philippines’ seas are not just a
backdrop to our geography. They are our identity, and consequently our future.

MANILA STANDARD

Climate action’s unseen frontlines
By: Rudy Romero

When | learned back in 2009 that Senator Loren Legarda was pursuing a bill that would
create the Climate Change Commission (CCC), | asked myself why it was necessary to
create such an institution, considering that a Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) was in existence. After reading about the work of the CCC, | got the
answer to my question.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

CCC gets 10th consecutive unmodified opinion from COA

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has received its 10th consecutive unmodified
opinion from the Commission on Audit (COA) for its financial statements for the year
ended Dec. 31, 2024, demonstrating its commitment to transparency and accountability
within its operations.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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[Opinion] Anti-environmentalism is on the rise but it’s full of contradictions
By: Alastair Bonnett

Anti-environmentalism is gaining ground. Attacks on the net zero goal and hostility to
conservation measures and anti-pollution targets are becoming more common. And, as
recent election results have shown, these tactics are reshaping politics in Britain and
across the west.

Anti-environmentalism is a rejection of both environmental initiatives and activism. But
despite its sudden rise and bold rhetoric, it is built on shaky foundations. The messages
it offers are often contradictory and row against the tide of everyday experience.

Take the US president, Donald Trump. He dismantled many environmental protections in
his last term of office, and is now removing those that are left — including support for
research that even mentions the word climate. Yet he told a rally in Wisconsin in 2024
“I'm an environmentalist. | want clean air and clean water. Really clean water. Really
clean air.”

Some of the contradictions of anti-environmentalism reflect its departure from traditional
conservatism. Although routinely identified as “conservative,” the populist anti-green
politics of Republicans in the US and Reform in the UK, along with the AfD in Germany
and National Rally in France, represent a radical challenge to the ideals of continuity and
conservation that were once at the heart of conservatism.

The Conservative Environment Network is an organization which pitches itself as an
“independent forum for conservatives in the UK and around the world who support net
zero, nature restoration and resource security.” Much of this network’s work involves
reminding people that important environmental protections, from America’s national parks
to controls on pollution and climate change in Britain and elsewhere, were introduced by
conservatives.

But few on the right appear to be listening. A populist tide is washing this conservative
tradition away, despite the fact that support for environmental protection remains very
popular.

Polling indicates that 80% of people in the UK worry about climate change. Public backing
for the work of the US Environmental Protection Agency is also overwhelming, including
among Republican voters.


https://www.bworldonline.com/opinion/2025/05/27/674850/anti-environmentalism-is-on-the-rise-but-its-full-of-contradictions/

In part, this support reflects the fact that environmental damage is an everyday reality:
unpredictable weather, the collapse of animal and insect populations, and a range of other
challenges are not just on the TV, they are outside the window.

In my research for a forthcoming book on environmental nostalgia across the world, |
keep bumping into an irony. In western nations, voices from the right say they want their
country back, yet appear hostile to environmental policies that would protect their country
and ensure its survival.

There are many reasons for this disconnect, including resentment against initiatives that
require lifestyle and livelihood changes. However, the enmity and disengagement is more
complicated than a simple rejection of nature.

Many people — including Trump himself — claim they are environmentalists even when
the evidence suggests otherwise. The signs and symbols of environmental care are
knitted into every aspect of our commercial and cultural life: if wildlife could sue for
copyright, there would be a lot of rich bears.

| argue that a distinction can be made between what | call “cold” and “hot” forms of
environmentalism. The former values and mourns the loss of nature, but as a spectacle
to be observed — a set of appealing images of flora and fauna — while the latter feels
implicated and anxious.

The former position allows people to claim they love nature yet be indifferent or even
hostile to initiatives to save it. However, the line between cold and hot, or between anti-
and pro-environmentalist, is neither fixed nor hard.

Another quality of anti-environmentalism is that its beliefs are changeable, even quixotic.
Climate change is an example.

Reform’s leaders have long flirted with climate change denial. “Climate change has
happened for millions of years,” explained former Reform UK leader Richard Tice in 2024,
adding that “the idea that you can stop the power of the Sun or volcanoes is simply
ludicrous.” Tice has not changed his views but later the same year, the party’s new leader,
Nigel Farage, told the BBC that he was “not arguing the science.”

Like other populist parties, Reform adopts a mobile position on the environment, moving
between denying that climate change is happening or that humans are causing it, and the
very different contention that anthropogenic climate change is real but that environmental



targets are unreachable and unfair, given that other nations (China is often mentioned)
supposedly do so little.

A POST-WESTERN PARADOX

Researchers are only just starting to think about anti-environmentalism. One key analysis
is environmental politics researcher John Hultgren’s The Smoke and the Spoils: Anti-
Environmentalism and Class Struggle in the United States. This new book explains how
Republicans managed to convince working-class voters that there is “zero-sum
dichotomy between jobs and environmental protection, workers and environmentalists.”

This kind of binary has also been found by contributors to The Handbook of Anti-
Environmentalism, who identify and critique the stereotyping of environmentalism as
middle-class and elite in several western countries.

Yet the geographical focus of these pioneering works misses yet another of the
paradoxes of anti-environmentalism: that although its rhetoric often accuses China and
other non-western countries of doing little, there has been a significant environmental turn
in both policy and public attitudes beyond Europe and the US.

Environmentalism is becoming post-western. This is partly because the realities of
environmental damage are so stark across much of Asia and Africa.

Extreme temperatures and unpredictable rainfall are leading to food insecurity and
community displacement. Environmentalism in the African Sahel and south Asia might
better be called “survivalism.”

And despite its continuing reliance on fossil fuels, China’s state-led vision of a transition
to a conservationist and decarbonized “ecological civilization” is positioning it as a global
environmental leader.

Stereotypes of environmentalism being primarily a western concern are crumbling.
Because of this, along with the many contradictions that beset it, the rise of anti-
environmentalism appears not only complex, but curious and unsustainable.
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The shape of a new climate politics emerges
By: Sam Geall

Only a few months ago, a headline like “United States sets tariffs of up to 3,521 per cent
on solar panels from Southeast Asia” could have been dismissed as satire.

Today, it's nothing special, one of many published amid an uninterrupted fusillade
accompanying Donald Trump’s first 100 days in power. Yet it's also part of something
bigger, as axes of economic power shift, technological changes surge, and popular
sentiments reconfigure and metastasise. Amid that fracturing world order, how should
we consider the climate crisis?

As an unfolding and catastrophic reality, to be sure. Last year was the warmest on record,
breaching for the first time the Paris Agreement’s target to limit global temperature rise to
1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.

From wildfires to tropical cyclones, extreme weather events in 2024 displaced the highest
number of people since 2008, according to the World Meteorological Organization.
Homes, livelihoods and natural systems were destroyed, compounding global shocks and
stresses, from armed conflicts to rising food prices.

Yet from punishing tariffs and the risk of escalation in the US-China trade war, to Trump’s
apparent designs on Greenland for its critical minerals — to paraphrase Michael Every,
we can't only talk about warming as lines on temperature charts. We need to talk about
lines on maps.

Addressing climate change means addressing it not in the world we would like to live in
— where multilateralism and global governance really matter — but on this lawless planet
of great power rivalry and zero-sum economic statecraft, where sharp economic
measures are wielded for national political ends.

In February, the Munich Security Conference, which gathered global heads of state and
government, listed extreme weather and forest fires, the destruction of natural habitats,
and climate change generally as the aggregate “first, second, and third greatest” security
risks facing countries. Despite this, global coverage of Munich focused not on the
geophysical, but the geopolitical: in that case, US Vice President JD Vance’s speech.


https://www.eco-business.com/news/the-shape-of-a-new-climate-politics-emerges/

This may have signalled new fissures between Europe and the US, particularly regarding
Russia and its war on Ukraine, but it also confirmed a broader pattern: the aggressive
securing of supply chains, the rejection of multilateralism, and the upending of the last
vestiges of consensus around development and diplomacy.

For climate, these realities and how they bear on government decision making are crucial
to understand, particularly given the centrality of China’s developmental state and its role
in economic globalisation.

Competition

Back to those tariffs. If they were unimaginable, perhaps this is only because important
climate conversations — around the intersection of geopolitics, economics and trade, with
US-China relations at the centre of it — were siloed or downplayed.

As trade tensions escalated through the first Trump and then Biden administrations — lest
we forget the 100 per cent tariff on Chinese EVs introduced in 2024 — Dialogue Earth
reported on how China rerouted a significant amount of its low-carbon technology
production, much of it for export, through Southeast Asia.

While some of this emerged in reaction to sanctions and tariffs (and Chinese companies
reportedly continue to find ways to ship goods via third countries), it was clearly longer-
term and strategic from a Chinese perspective.

Consider the words of Huang Yiping, dean of the Institute of South-South Cooperation
and Development at Peking University, who suggested last year that the Chinese
government should implement the equivalent of a Marshall Plan for clean technology —
stimulating demand for Chinese manufacturers’ products, absorbing overcapacity, and
supporting green transformation and growth in a virtuous cycle.

Such an approach is consistent with the Chinese government’s strategic, patient and
long-term nurturing of low-carbon innovation — an approach rooted in national self-interest
and one that has led to undisputed Chinese dominance of those sectors.

Increasingly, China’s green production is not for export to rich countries: today, half of
China’s solar modules, wind power technology and EVs are exported to the Global South
rather than developed markets. The country seeing the largest increase in Chinese
exports of wind power equipment between 2020-2024 was South Africa; for Chinese EVs
in the same period, it was Brazil.



Still, Huang's Marshall Plan would represent an expansion of ambition. It would require
considerable financial support, such as lending from large state-owned policy banks that
was characteristic of China’s approach to overseas development in the first decade of the
Belt and Road Initiative, from 2013-2023, but today has waned considerably. Investments
over that period, most of them in large, conventional infrastructure projects, totalled more
than USD 1 trillion.

Today, the outlook is changing. China’s investments in the Global South have become
greener, including to comply with largely voluntary guidelines and (mostly) with the coal-
exit pledge announced unilaterally in 2021; the average deal size is smaller, reflecting the
country’s own economic downturn; commercial lenders play a more important role, and
the focus is becoming more strategic, concentrated on sectors such as renewable energy,
transition minerals, and ICTs — an approach sometimes known as “small but beautiful”.

The US hardening, then, was fuelled not only by mounting calls to protect its
manufacturers and workers from foreign competition, or a president who calls tariffs “the
most beautiful word”, but also by intensified strategic competition over the energy
technologies of the future and the components they require.

So when a US Department of Commerce investigation found that Chinese solar firms
operating in Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam were receiving subsidies and
“being dumped into the US market”, it is unsurprising that the response was sharp.

Nor is it surprising that Chinese leader Xi Jinping hit back, repeating that “there are no
winners in a trade war”. But Xi's response did not end there. In mid-April, he visited
Vietnam, Malaysia and Cambodia in his first overseas trip of the year, not only to reassure
Southeast Asian partners of China’s support amid the Trump-induced chaos, but also to
deepen the country’s economic, political and security relationships in the region, building
again on a longer-term geopolitical project around China-centric regional integration, seen
in the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation framework.

This included a raft of new deals — 45 in Vietnam, 37 in Cambodia and 31 in Malaysia —
around infrastructure, green productions, supply chains and more.

Similarly, Xi didn’t lose time in positioning China not only as champions of continued trade
and integration, but also climate cooperation.

In April, he appeared at a virtual UN summit ahead of the COP30 climate talks in Brazil,
implicitly referring to the US as he reaffirmed that “China’s actions to address climate
change will not slow down despite global political developments”, and emphasised his



country’s continued commitment to the Paris Agreement — a treaty once underpinned by
US-China cooperation and made possible partly by the falling price of low-carbon
technologies that China’s industrial policy helped to realise.

New nexus

What does this mean for climate progress? First, that understanding its future in emerging
markets — those making crucial decisions today about their economies, whether on the
African continent, in Latin America, or Southeast Asia — requires a closer watch on trade,
finance and geoeconomics, with a particular focus on China and the stakes of emerging
and heightening US-China competition.

Second, that in an increasingly fractured and disordered world, if the hope for coordinated
global action embodied by institutions such as the UNFCCC, for example, feels ever more
distant — that’s because it is.

Yet, forces of decarbonisation — seen in continued deployment and competition around
renewable energy, EVs and more — are afoot. To a remarkable degree, the power of the
nation state, and the technological forces it can help to unleash through aggressive
action, are also undisputed.

In this context, climate strategies that take as their starting point not multilateral
consensus and planetary governance but a state-centric approach — with an emphasis
on national security, border tariffs, and industrial policy — become increasingly relevant.

Take, for example, the approach proposed by two US Republican senators in April. The
Foreign Pollution Fee Act proposed by senators Bill Cassidy and Lindsey Graham has
found support not only from climate groups, but also from industry seeking protection for
US manufacturing in competition with China.

“There’s a nexus between climate, national security, economic security and energy
policy,” said Cassidy. “If you set up a policy which simultaneously addresses this nexus,
then you can achieve all four. And that's the goal of this policy.”

If this sounds consonant with China’s approach, it's because it is. China’s national energy
strategy is dynamic, but has never abandoned a focus on security, defined in terms of
self-sufficiency for national security, rather than interdependence and imports for
flexibility.

In sum, we can take seriously Xi's words to oilfield workers in 2021 that the country must
“ensure that its ‘energy rice bowl’ remains in its own hands”, and note that China at the
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same time seeks to transform, particularly through renewables, into an “electrostate” that
substitutes molecular fuels with electrons.

A new world of climate politics is emerging. It does not mean an end to global
decarbonisation, but foregrounds the role of the state, international trade and its
discontents, and the geopolitics that runs through that, rather than the multilateral fora of
the last decade. In this new world, what role does China, a developmental state at the
heart of global energy transitions, trade and production, play?

As its economy slows and countries demand greater commitment to value addition and
technology transfer, might China redouble its efforts in a “Marshall Plan” based on green
production? Or, as Trump and the “vibe shift’” sees a dramatic rollback in global
commitments and focus on ESG, will Chinese financial institutions and companies beat
a similar retreat?

Working out answers to these questions is now central to understanding the new world
of climate politics. The urgency of doing so couldn’t be more important.

This article was originally published on Dialogue Earth under a Creative Commons
licence.
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GMA NEWS

PH to push for evidence-based solutions vs. climate change
By: Anna Felicia Bajo

The Philippines made a commitment to push for evidence-based solutions in addressing
the impacts of climate change.

President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. said this during his intervention at the
ASEAN plenary session.

Climate change is the most defining and cross-cutting challenge of our time, according to
Marcos, adding that its unprecedented impact has the potential to disrupt communities
and supply chains.

"As one of the most climate-vulnerable regions globally, nearly half of the entire ASEAN
population faces significant climate-related risks,” Marcos said.

"As the host of the Board of the Fund for responding to Loss and Damage, the Philippines
will continue to advocate for scientific and evidence-based, investment-led, and
transformative solutions to the climate crisis," he added.

The Philippines was elected to host the Loss and Damage Board in July 2024. The Loss
and Damage Fund aims to provide financial assistance to vulnerable countries dealing
with the devastating effects of climate change.

Marcos called on the ASEAN partners to scale up predictable, accessible, and adequate

climate finance to enable the regional bloc to realize its climate ambitions and safeguard
the future of communities.
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MANILA BULLETIN

Marcos: Climate change 'most defining' challenge of our time
By: Richbon Quevedo

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Monday said climate change is “the most defining
and cross-cutting challenge of our time” during his address to the 46th ASEAN Summit
in Kuala Lumpur. He noted that ASEAN is among the world’s most climate-vulnerable
regions, with half its population facing significant climate risks.

Marcos, whose administration hosts the Loss and Damage Fund Board, pledged to
continue advocating evidence-based, investment-led and transformative climate
solutions.

He also appealed to other countries for stronger financial support to help Southeast Asian
countries to address climate change.

“In this regard, we urge ASEAN’s partners to scale up predictable, accessible, and
adequate climate finance to enable ASEAN to realize its climate ambitions and safeguard
the future of our communities,” he said.

The Philippines is hit by nearly 20 typhoons annually, with eight to nine making landfall
and inflicting widespread damage to economies, livelihoods and families.

In 2024, the country hosted the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction, convening delegates to share mitigation strategies.

In 2023, former DENR Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga announced the Philippines

had secured a seat on the Loss and Damage Fund board; a year later, the country was
elected to host its board.

13


https://tribune.net.ph/2025/05/26/marcos-climate-change-most-defining-challenge-of-our-time

Marcos urges ASEAN partners to scale up climate finance
By: Betheena Unite

President Marcos has urged partners of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to increase climate finance to enable the region to achieve its goals to combat
the effects of climate change.

In his intervention during the 46th ASEAN Summit plenary in Malaysia on Monday, May
26, Marcos reaffirmed the Philippines’ commitment to advocate for scientific and
evidence-based solutions to the climate crisis.

He stressed that climate change "is now the most defining and cross-cutting challenge of
our time."

"As one of the most climate-vulnerable regions globally, nearly half of the entire ASEAN
population faces significant climate-related risks," Marcos said in his intervention.

"As the host of the Board of the Fund for responding to Loss and Damage, the Philippines
will continue to advocate for scientific and evidence-based, investment-led, and
transformative solutions to the climate crisis," he added.

Emphasizing that the region is frequently and heavily-hit by effects of climate change, he
called for "deeper regional cooperation.”

"In this regard, we urge ASEAN'’s partners to scale up predictable, accessible, and
adequate climate finance to enable ASEAN to realize its climate ambitions and safeguard
the future of our communities," Marcos said.

"We also call for deeper regional cooperation to address these emerging and
transboundary challenges," he added.

The President also urged all Member States of the ASEAN to engage regional partners
not merely to expand but to uphold the region's values such as love for peace and concern
for the welfare of its peoples.

"Let me thus urge all Member States to remember that to meaningfully engage our
partners, we must advance these values and interests sensitive, of course, to our external
partners’ respective strengths and challenges," he said.

"Let us, therefore, continue engaging our partners not merely to expand networks, but to

uphold and project the values that define ASEAN— peace, inclusivity, and shared
progress.
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During his intervention, Marcos also reaffirmed the country's commitment to the full
implementation of the ASEAN Declaration to Prevent and Combat Trafficking in Persons
Caused by the Abuse of Technology.

He stressed that "effective responses to transnational crime require robust cooperation,
timely intelligence-sharing, and strengthened law enforcement.”

Like what he said prior to departing for Malaysia, Marcos underscored the urgent need to
accelerate the adoption of a legally binding Code of Conduct in the South China Sea to
safeguard maritime rights, promote stability, and prevent miscalculations at sea.

He also commended Malaysia’s leadership in convening the Special ASEAN Economic
Ministers’ Meeting and welcomed the consensus to avoid retaliatory measures.

"This measured and unified approach upholds ASEAN’s commitment to dialogue,
diplomacy, and a rules-based multilateral trading system," he said.

"Effective responses to transnational crime require robust cooperation, timely
intelligence-sharing, and strengthened law enforcement,” he further stressed.

Marcos is in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia for the 46th Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Summit, where he will join regional leaders to discuss key developments and
shared goals for the region.

Joining the President were Trade Secretary Ma. Cristina Aldeguer-Roque,
Communications Secretary Jay Ruiz, and Mindanao Development Authority chief
Secretary Leo Tereso Magno.

The Chief Executive will also attend the 16th Brunei, Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-
Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) Summit, which the President will
chair; the 2nd ASEAN-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit; and the ASEAN-GCC-
China Summit.
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MANILA STANDARD

Resilient farm sector to thwart climate change

The Philippines must build a resilient agricultural sector to ensure long-term food
security, economic stability and inclusive job growth amid extreme weather.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel Jr. said transforming Philippine agriculture
was no longer optional, but essential.

“‘As increasingly erratic weather patterns—typhoons, droughts, and shifting
seasons—upend farming routines, the country’s food producers are left vulnerable,” he
said.

“In the Philippines, climate change is not an abstract concept. Our farmers live with its
impact every day,” he said. “From typhoons that devastate harvests to droughts that parch
fields to unpredictable seasons that unsettle even the most experienced growers... these
phenomena are occurring more frequently. That is a clear warning that our agricultural
practices must change as well.”

The Philippines is an archipelagic nation situated along the Pacific Ring of Fire and
directly facing the Pacific Ocean—both sources of extreme weather.

Tiu Laurel Jr. stressed the urgent need for the Philippines to adopt sustainable farming
practices in light of intensifying challenges posed by climate change, population growth
and shrinking farmlands.

“These challenges are not distant threats,” the DA chief told the recent 2025 Sustainable
Agriculture Forum hosted by the European Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines.

“They are here now, testing the resilience of our food systems and urging us to act with
urgency and vision—one more creative and adaptive than ever before,” he said.

Among the Department of Agriculture’s responses are adaptive, climate-smart
innovations aimed at boosting both resilience and productivity. These include revised
cropping calendars, greenhouse farming with fertigation systems, and alternate wetting
and drying technologies for water conservation.

The DA is also rolling out mobile soil laboratories to optimize land use and improve yields.
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Central to this shift is the promotion of precision and regenerative agriculture. These
methods help farmers use fewer resources while increasing output and minimizing
losses.DA News

Advanced tools like artificial intelligence-powered analytics and digital farm management
systems are being introduced to support smarter, data-driven decisions.

Attracting younger generations to farming is equally critical, the DA said.

With the average age of Filipino farmers now over 55, Tiu Laurel stressed the importance
of programs that make agriculture “aspirational” again—such as startup incubators, digital
mentorships, and scholarship opportunities.

“Technical solutions alone are not enough,” he said. “Building resilience also means
investing in the people who feed us.”

The DA is also expanding crop insurance coverage, improving early warning systems,
and providing localized climate advisories to empower farmers with timely, informed
choices.

Public-private partnerships,Tiu-Laurel added, are essential to scaling up these efforts.
Collaborations with agribusinesses, financial institutions, and global partners aim to co-
develop inclusive value chains, widen access to capital, and bring modern technologies
even to smallholder farms.

“Our Agri-Puhunan at Pantawid Program provides affordable, insured loans and a ready
market to ensure stable farmer incomes,” he said. “Currently piloted for rice, it will soon
expand to other agricultural sectors.”

Ultimately, Tiu Laurel said, the future of Philippine agriculture will be shaped by the
choices made today. By embracing innovation, supporting its farmers, and building strong
cross-sector partnerships, the country can create a food-secure future that is
economically robust and environmentally sound.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Marcos backs ASEAN non-retaliatory stand on tariffs
By: Alexis Romero

President Marcos yesterday lauded the decision of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) not to retaliate against the tariffs imposed by the US, as he
emphasized the need for the regional bloc to work together in the face of an
“increasingly uncertain future.”

“We commend Malaysia’s leadership in convening this special ASEAN Economic
Ministers’ Meeting and welcome the consensus to avoid retaliatory measures,” Marcos
said in his intervention or remarks at the 46th ASEAN Summit plenary session here.

“This measured and unified approach upholds ASEAN’s commitment to dialogue,
diplomacy and a rules-based multilateral trading system,” he added.

Marcos said “unexpected trade barriers,” as well as geopolitical tensions and the
unprecedented impact of climate change can disrupt communities and supply chains as
well as remove the region’s hard-earned progress.

“Yet by working together, strengthening our institutions and building the resilience and
capacities of our people, we can better navigate this increasingly uncertain future and
turn challenges into opportunities for shared growth and stability,” he added.

The US reciprocal tariff policy, which will affect more than 100 countries, sets a 17 percent
tariff on Philippine exports, lower than those of most Southeast Asian countries, but higher
than the 10 percent baseline figure.

Washington has implemented a 90-day pause for tariffs that will lapse on July 31.
However, it excluded China from the moratorium and even raised the levy imposed on
the Asian country to 125 percent from 104 percent after the Chinese government imposed
retaliatory tariffs.

US President Donald Trump claimed the tariff policy, which has sparked worries over a
possible global economic slowdown, would benefit American industries and “make

America rich again.”

In a joint statement issued after a video conference last April 10, ASEAN economic
ministers said the regional bloc, the fifth largest economy in the world, is deeply
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concerned over the US tariff policy, saying it has caused uncertainty and would bring
“significant” challenges to businesses as well as to global trade dynamics.

The unprecedented imposition of tariffs by the US would disrupt regional and global trade,
investment flows and supply chains, impact the economic security and stability and affect
livelihoods of millions of people in the region, the ministers said.

They noted that the US was ASEAN's largest source of foreign direct investments and
second largest trading partner last year.

Despite the potential adverse effects of the new tariff regime, the economic ministers said
the ASEAN has committed to not impose any retaliatory measure and would instead push
for a “frank and constructive dialogue” with the US.

Earlier this month, Philippine officials led by Special Assistant to the President for
Investment and Economic Affairs Frederick Go traveled to the US to discuss the tariff
policy with the US trade representative. A technical working group from the two countries’
trade agencies will continue the talks on the issue.

Climate funding

Also at the ASEAN summit, Marcos called for sufficient and accessible financing for
climate resilience projects to enable Southeast Asian nations to secure their communities
from the effects of the crisis. He said climate change is the “most defining and cross-
cutting challenge of our time.”

Marcos noted that Southeast Asia is one of the most climate-vulnerable regions globally,
with nearly half of its entire population facing significant climate-related risks.

He added that the unprecedented impact of climate change, as well as geopolitical
tensions and unexpected trade barriers, could disrupt communities, supply chains and
remove the region’s hard-earned progress.

Marcos assured ASEAN leaders that the Philippines, as the host of the Board of the Fund
for Responding to Loss and Damage, would continue to advocate for “scientific, evidence-
based, investment-led and transformative solutions to the climate crisis.”

“In this regard, we urge ASEAN'’s partners to scale up predictable, accessible and

adequate climate finance to enable ASEAN to realize its climate ambitions and safeguard
the future of our communities,” the Chief Executive said.
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Marcos said the Philippines has been working to build resilient communities equipped to
face climate change, health crises and economic disruptions, and is implementing welfare
programs “to ensure that dignity and opportunity are not lost even in times of crisis.”

The loss and damage fund is intended to assist climate vulnerable countries cope with
the impact of climate change. The establishment of the fund was among the highlights of

the 27th United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP27) held in Egypt in 2022.

The Philippines won a seat in the board at the COP28 in Dubai in 2023, providing the
country a say in the management of the funding for climate-related projects.

The Philippines was elected to host the board in July last year.

Human trafficking

In his speech, Marcos said the Philippines is reaffirming its commitment to the full
implementation of the ASEAN Declaration to Prevent and Combat Trafficking in Persons

Caused by the Abuse of Technology.

He noted that effective responses to transnational crime require robust cooperation,
timely intelligence-sharing and strengthened law enforcement.

“We also call for deeper regional cooperation to address these emerging and
transboundary challenges,” the President added.
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Changing the currents: Turning the tide on ocean and climate crises
By: VCED Robert EA Borje

Every May, the world turns its gaze to the ocean not just as a vast body of water, but as
the very pulse of our planet. Ocean Month is a celebration of marine beauty and
biodiversity. It is a reminder that the health of our seas is inseparable from our own. For
an archipelagic country of more than 7,000 islands, the Philippines’ seas are not just a
backdrop to our geography. They are our identity, and consequently our future.

Our oceans feed us the finest catch and support entire economies. They help regulate
the climate by absorbing heat and carbon, buffering us from storms, and shaping our
weather. For millions of Filipinos, the ocean is more than livelihood. It is a culture,
tradition, and even life itself. So many of our tales begin where the waves meet the shore.

Yet the salty truth is that our oceans face unprecedented threats such as warming waters,
rising sea levels, acidification, plastic pollution, overfishing and biodiversity loss. These
are not distant, abstract concerns. They are realities already reshaping our coasts,
destroying coral reefs, and threatening the livelihoods of coastal communities.

The science is clear: If we do not act decisively today, the ocean’s ability to sustain life
will decline. And with it, so will our chances for climate resilience, food security, and
sustainable development. Ocean protection is climate action. And climate action must
include the ocean.

This Ocean Month, we are called to go beyond awareness and move toward urgent,
transformative action. The recently issued Advisory Opinion by the International Tribunal
for the Law of the Sea reinforces this moral and legal imperative. According to the
advisory, greenhouse gas emissions constitute marine pollution. This serves as a
powerful wake-up call for all nations, particularly the signatories of the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, to intensify cooperation in reducing emissions
and protecting our marine ecosystems.

This landmark ruling reinforces the moral and legal basis for climate justice. The
Philippines, one of the most at-risk countries in the world, has long advocated for the
protection of oceans as part of global climate ambition. Our national adaptation efforts —
through the National Adaptation Plan, the Nationally Determined Contribution
Implementation Plan, and other key policies — recognize the ocean’s role in absorbing
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heat and carbon dioxide, mitigating storm surges, and supporting the millions of Filipinos
who depend on coastal ecosystems.

But policy alone is not enough. We must connect these policies to action on the ground
and under the sea.

We call on local governments to integrate coastal and marine adaptation measures into
their Local Climate Change Action Plans. This includes mangrove reforestation, marine
protected areas, and early warning systems for coastal hazards. We urge the private
sector to support sustainable fisheries, reduce plastic pollution, and invest in blue
economy solutions that benefit both business and biodiversity.

We call on communities to protect local marine ecosystems not only as tourist
destinations but as natural infrastructure. And we call on Filipinos to rise as saviors for
the seas whether by refusing single-use plastics or raising their voice against those who
treat our seas as dumping grounds. The ocean needs heroes. Why not start with us?

This coming June, the world will gather for the 2025 United Nations Ocean Conference
in Nice, France, co-hosted by France and Costa Rica. Focused on advancing Sustainable
Development Goal 14 — conserving and sustainably using our oceans — this global
moment must also be a platform to amplify the Philippines’ call for stronger climate action.
As one of the most climate-vulnerable archipelagic nations, the Philippines stands at the
frontline of the ocean and climate crises. Our voice must be loud and clear: climate justice
begins with ocean resilience.

At the Climate Change Commission, we believe in climate action that is inclusive,
science-based, and rights-driven. That includes upholding the rights of Indigenous
peoples and fisherfolk, who have long safeguarded our marine resources. Their
knowledge and leadership must be at the heart of our ocean governance.

As written by the poet Rumi, we are not a drop in the ocean, we are the entire ocean in a
drop. Within that truth lies our power and our purpose. We should not allow this month to
pass as a mere ceremonial observance. Our blue lifeline calls for us to bear responsibility
for its fate.

The tide of change is rising. It is time we rise with it.
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Climate action’s unseen frontlines
By: Rudy Romero

When | learned back in 2009 that Senator Loren Legarda was pursuing a bill that would
create the Climate Change Commission (CCC), | asked myself why it was necessary to
create such an institution, considering that a Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) was in existence. After reading about the work of the CCC, | got the
answer to my question.

Although the word ‘environment’ forms part of its name and climate is very much a part
of the environment, the DENR has done comparatively little in the domain of climate
change and that the bulk of the climate-change mitigation (reducing greenhouse gas
emissions) and adaptation (enhancing resilience to climate impacts) work has been done
by CCC.

Reading the CCC report, | learned for the first time about the numerous projects and
measures that CCC has been quietly pursuing in furtherance of climate mitigation and
adaptation. For indeed, the climate crisis is more than just an environmental issue. It is a
development, economic, social justice, and human rights issue that cuts across every
aspect of our lives. It affects food security, public health, livelihoods, infrastructure, and
the very sustainability of our communities — those most vulnerable to the impacts of
climate change, who are often the least responsible for the crisis yet have the least access
to interventions and financial support.

In 2021, the Philippines submitted its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) — a
commitment of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions reduction and avoidance of 75 percent
from 2020 to 2030 — to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC).

With the finalization last year of the NDC Implementation Plan (NDCIP), the Philippines
has, for the first time, a more tangible path forward in meeting its international
commitment. The NDCIP serves as a roadmap for achieving national climate goals—
encompassing both mitigation and adaptation.

Fundamental to the success of the NDCIP is the GHG Inventory, which serves as a
baseline for guiding mitigation actions, tracking progress and ensuring transparency and
accountability in emissions-reporting under international obligations. CCC has submitted
the 2015 and 2020 GHG inventories, and is in the process of working on the 2024
inventory. These inventories embody computations of net emissions across key sectors
— agriculture, energy, transportation and waste, industrial processes and product use
(IPPU) and land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF).
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Also last year, the CCC led the development of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) and
made the Philippines one of the first ASEAN countries to submit a NAP to the UNFCCC.
NAP establishes fit-for-purpose interventions grounded in scientific data and risk-based
methodologies. CCC has been working to embed the NAP into national and local
governance. Every government agency has been directed to align its plans with the NAP,
and every barangay is expected to translate guidance into action on the ground.

To this end, CCC has worked relentlessly to help local government units (LGUSs) with their
Local Climate Change Adaptation Plans (LCCAPSs). To date, nine out of 10 LGUs have
LCCAPs. CCC has been providing additional technical support to particularly vulnerable
communities, i.e., communities along coastal areas and in the uplands and geographically
isolated barangays.

These communities are often the ones with no access to technical support and financing.
They are given a lifeline through the People’s Survival Fund (PSF), established as an
amendment to the Climate Change Act of 2009 (through RA 10174). The PSF provides
funding to support local adaptation plans, with an annual funding window of P1 billion.

To enable more LGUs to benefit from the fund, CCC has worked diligently with the
Department of Finance to streamline the application process, making it easier for LGUs
to access the resources. Additionally, the PSF Board ensures representation from civil
society organizations (CSOs) and the private sector to promote transparency and
inclusivity.

The PSF has fully utilized its initial P1-billion allocation, benefiting 19 LGUs, and aims to
disburse the rest of the next P1 billion this year to support more communities, with hopes
for replenishment to sustain and expand its impact.

Climate-related funding for 2025 increased by a remarkable 152 percent compared to
2024, according to data from the Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (CCET) system.
The allocation amounts to P1.156 trillion—equivalent to 18.27 percent of the proposed
General Appropriations Act (GAA) for FY2025. Yet, tagging alone is not enough. In close
coordination with the Department of Budget and Management (DBM), the CCC is working
to ensure that CCET evolves beyond a fiscal transparency tool into a system that
promotes accountability and participatory governance throughout the climate budgeting
process.

Climate action is a collective responsibility that demands the commitment of every sector.

In response, the CCC has tirelessly forged partnerships with civil society organizations,
the private sector, and the academe—creating dynamic and inclusive pathways that
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ensure every voice and every stakeholder is actively engaged in the urgent fight against
climate change.

Oddly enough, the individual who now leads the CCC as its Vice Chairperson and
Executive Director is not a scientist by training, but a seasoned diplomat. Robert E.A.
Borje, a career Foreign Service Officer, could have taken the path of an ambassador.
Instead, he chose to help turn into reality the vision behind Senator Loren Legarda’s
pioneering Climate Change Act. In this role, he has brought thoughtful stewardship and
a deep commitment to public service—working closely with a dedicated team of scientists,
policy specialists, development professionals, and staff. Together, they are helping shape
a more climate-smart, climate-resilient Philippines—not only for today’s citizens but for
generations to come—with every policy implemented, every partnership forged, every
project launched, and every community transformed.
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CCC gets 10th consecutive unmodified opinion from COA

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has received its 10th consecutive unmodified
opinion from the Commission on Audit (COA) for its financial statements for the year
ended Dec. 31, 2024, demonstrating its commitment to transparency and accountability
within its operations.

The unmodified opinion, the highest given by the COA, affirmed that the CCC's financial
statements present fairly its financial position and performance, cash flows, changes in
net assets/equity, and the comparison of budget and actual amounts, in accordance with
International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS).

The audit was conducted in accordance with the International Standards of Supreme
Audit Institutions (ISSAIs), and the COA has confirmed that there were no material
misstatements or irregularities found during the audit process.

“We would like to acknowledge our officers and staff for this decade-long work,” CCC
Commissioner Robert E.A. Borje said in a news release on Monday.

“This milestone is a challenge to continue working on delivering our mandate with fiscal
responsibility, transparency, and accountability, consistent with the vision of President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.”

The CCC extends its gratitude to its finance and accounting teams, stakeholders, and
partners for their continued support and dedication to upholding the highest standards of

public sector governance.

=END=
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