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Global forest loss smashes records in 2024 as climate change-fueled fires ravage
planet

Massive fires fueled by climate change led global forest loss to smash records in 2024,
according to a report issued on Wednesday (May 21).

GMA NEWS

1 dead, over 30 families displaced in Sarangani flood
By: Efren Yunting Mamac

A four-year-old boy died while at least 31 families were displaced after heavy rains
triggered flooding in Malapatan, Sarangani on Tuesday, May 20, 2025.

JAPAN TIMES

Japan invests big in LNG despite climate-friendly promises
By: Chermaine Lee

Japan is one of the world's biggest public financiers of gas and oil production, despite a
pledge to halt all such funding for fossil fuel at the G7 summit in 2022.
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Flood victims stranded on roofs as downpours lash eastern Australia

Fast-moving floodwaters rose Wednesday in eastern Australia, inundating homes and
leaving residents stranded on their roofs overnight, as authorities warned more rain was
expected in coming days.

THE JAPAN TIMES
When extreme weather hits, Japan scientists will have faster answers on climate

links
By: Tomoko Otake

A group of scientists in Japan has launched a new research center to rapidly analyze
and quantify the impact of global warming on extreme weather events, aiming to make
the impact of human-induced climate change more visible to the public.

THE MANILA TIMES

CFO, UN Laureate collaborate for climate action, sustainability

THE Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO), under the visionary leadership of
Chairman and Secretary Dante Ang Il, has embarked on a landmark initiative aimed at
integrating climate action and sustainability into its core programs, fostering a
transformative partnership with UN Sasakawa Laureate and world-renowned science
diplomat Glenn Banaguas.

PH eyed as climate change leader in Asia
By: Bernadette E. Tamayo

The Philippines is being considered as a "frontrunner" in addressing climate change and
environmental concerns in Southeast Asia, including methane gas emission mitigation.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

LGUs learn resilience, budgeting to cushion climate change impact
By: Marita Moaje

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has ramped up its grassroots initiatives by
training local government units (LGUs) on climate planning and budget tracking to
strengthen local resilience against the worsening impacts of climate change.
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ABS CBN

Global forest loss smashes records in 2024 as climate change-fueled fires ravage
planet

Massive fires fueled by climate change led global forest loss to smash records in 2024,
according to a report issued on Wednesday (May 21).

Loss of tropical pristine forests alone reached 6.7 million hectares, an 80% spike
compared to 2023 and an area the size of Panama, mainly because Brazil, the host of
the next global climate summit in November, struggled to contain fires in the Amazon
amid the worst drought ever recorded in the rainforest. A myriad of other countries,
including Bolivia and Canada, were also ravaged by wildfires.

It was the first time that the annual report, issued by the World Resources Institute and
the University of Maryland, showed fires as the leading cause of tropical forest loss, a
grim milestone for a naturally humid ecosystem that is not supposed to burn at all.

Latin America was hit particularly hard, the report said, with the Amazon biome hitting
its highest level of primary forest loss since 2016. Brazil, which holds the largest share
of the world's tropical forests, lost 2.8 million hectares, the most of any country. It was a
reversal of the progress made in 2023, when President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva took
office promising to protect the world's largest rainforest.

Bolivia overtook the Democratic Republic of Congo as the second country with the most
tropical forest loss despite having less than half the amount of forested as the African
nation, which also saw a spike in forest loss last year.

Bolivia's forest loss surged by 200% in 2024, with a drought, wildfires and a government
-incentivized agricultural expansion as the leading causes. Across Latin America, the
report noted similar trends in Mexico, Peru, Nicaragua, and Guatemala. Conflicts in
Colombia and the Democratic Republic of Congo also boosted deforestation rates, as
armed groups used up natural resources.

Outside the tropics, boreal forests, which evolved with seasonal fires, also posted
record-high tree loss in 2024, with Canada and Russia each losing 5.2 million hectares
in 2024 as wildfires got out of control.

Southeast Asia bucked the global trend, with Malaysia, Laos, and Indonesia all posting
double-digit decreases in primary forest loss, as domestic conservation policy,
combined with efforts by communities and the private sector continued to effectively
contain fires and agricultural expansion.

Another outlier was the Charagua lyambae Indigenous territory in southern Bolivia,
which was able to keep the country's record fires at bay through land-use policies and
early warning systems.
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Rod Taylor, the global director for forests at the WRI, said that as leaders descend in
the Amazonian city of Belem for the next climate summit, he would like to see countries
make progress in introducing better funding mechanisms for conservation.



GMA NEWS

1 dead, over 30 families displaced in Sarangani flood
By: Efren Yunting Mamac

A four-year-old boy died while at least 31 families were displaced after heavy rains
triggered flooding in Malapatan, Sarangani on Tuesday, May 20, 2025.

According to the Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office
(MDRRMO), the boy drowned at the stream after he was swept away by rising
floodwaters.

“Wala nakabantay ang bata kay allegedly, ang ingon nagligo daw ang bata sa sapa,
tapos mao tung naigo, naanod ang bata,” MDRRMO Head, Jowil Ceasar Berdos, said.

Three barangays were affected: Tuyan, Sapu Masla, and Poblacion.
Floodwaters reportedly reached knee-deep and entered several houses.

Meanwhile, more than 1,200 families were forced to leave their homes in Datu Odin
Sinsuat, Maguindanao del Norte due to massive flooding.

No one was reported hurt, at least as of this writing.

The residents affected have returned to their homes after floodwaters subsided.
“‘Nagkaroon lang po ng forced evacuation in some areas of Datu Odin Sinsuat
municipality pero kagabi rin, nagsibalikan lang sila dahil humupa lang din yung tubig

baha,” PDRRMO Head, Datu Nashrullah Imam, said.

In Datu Anggal Midtimbang, Maguindanao del Sur, residents also experienced flooding
in Barangay Brar.

Rescue teams from the local government were prepared to provide assistance.
Authorities reminded the public to remain vigilant as bad weather conditions persist.

State weather bureau PAGASA said the bad weather experienced in some parts of
Mindanao was caused by the Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ).
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Japan invests big in LNG despite climate-friendly promises
By: Chermaine Lee

Japan is one of the world's biggest public financiers of gas and oil production, despite a
pledge to halt all such funding for fossil fuel at the G7 summit in 2022.

From 2013 to 2024, Japanese public financial institutions provided $93 billion (€82
billion) worth of investments for oil and gas projects, according to a report from the
South Korea-based Solutions for Our Climate (SFOC). Overseas liquefied natural gas
(LNG) development projects amounted to $56 billion worth of this financing.

In the same period, the report estimates $24.5 billion in funding was provided for clean
energy projects.

"Japan's international influence in energy financing, and specifically fossil fuel financing,
is enormous," Walter James, a private consultant focusing on Japan's climate and
energy policies, told DW.

"It's really across the fossil fuel supply chain ... all the way from exploration, production,
transportation to actual use and power plants."

In what the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA), a US-based
research center, calls the "Japanese model" of LNG investment, decades of policy
development by Japan to "encourage direct overseas investment in LNG export
projects," have turned Japan into the main driver of LNG development in the Asia
Pacific.

A report by the IEEFA says that Japan benefits in two ways: By having more access to
the LNG supply for its domestic energy needs, and improved access to "demand
centers where Japan can resell surplus LNG."

"Japan's LNG resales to overseas markets have reached record highs, indicating a shift
in its role within the global LNG market," from a consumer to an exporter, the IEEFA
report says.

Another IEEFA report shows Australian LNG as the top source of supply for Japanese
LNG shipments to third countries.

At the same time, Japan depends on energy imports to fuel its economy, with little
domestic access to fossil fuels. Oil, coal and LNG make up more than 83% of Japan's
primary energy mix, according to data cited by the Asia Natural Gas and Energy
Association.

Japanese 'greenwashing' with LNG?


https://www.dw.com/en/japan-invests-big-in-lng-despite-climate-friendly-promises/a-72623597

After Japan's fossil fuel pledge at the 2022 G7 summit to halt financing fossil fuel
projects, it launched the Asia Zero Emission Community (AZEC) with partner countries
in Asia to provide a platform for cooperation on "net zero emissions in the Asia region."

In August 2024, a total of 70 Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) were signed with
11 nations, including Australia, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

However, many of the projects focus on developing natural gas, ammonia and carbon
capture storage (CCS) technology.

LNG is deemed a "transitional fuel" for Japan's partner countries in AZEC.

A 2024 study from Cornell University, however, found that LNG involves 33% more
emissions than coal, when processing and shipping are considered.

Loopholes in Japan's G7 pledge allow for investment in LNG projects, even though it
contributes to greenhouse gas emissions, according to Hiroki Osaka, development
finance and environment campaigner at Friends of the Earth Japan, an NGO.

Osada said Tokyo's pledge was based on "unabated fossil projects," so if countries
decide the projects are "abated" like the ones with use of CCS, they can go ahead.

"Unabated" refers to using fossil fuels without taking any measures to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, such as CCS. Abated fossil fuels, on the other hand, use
measures to reduce emissions.

"It's a form of greenwashing," Osada told DW. "Another loophole is that even if the
projects are regarded as 'unabated,' if they say they align with the 1.5-degree energy
plan [Paris Agreement] or are necessary for energy security and diplomacy, they are
justified."

Indonesia as an example

Indonesia signed a deal in November 2022 to mobilize $20 billion in public and private
finance for energy transition at the G20 summit, led by the US and Japan.

According to Osada, Japan "helped write" Indonesia's long-term energy plan "so there
would be a demand for gas."

"There's a lot of renewable potential available and it's actually cheaper and more
beneficial for the whole of Southeast Asia, while LNG is too costly and they can't import
if there's a blackout," she said.



Natural gas in Indonesia costs more than renewables, according to the calculations
from the Institute for Essential Services Reform, an Indonesian energy and environment
policy research center.

Indonesia is also the world's largest coal exporter, and coal comprises over 40% of its
energy consumption. To phase out coal and oil, Indonesia in March rolled out a $1.5
billion LNG distribution project to feed power plants.

However, Wicaksono Gitawon, policy strategist at the Indonesian NGO CERAH, told
DW that more overseas investment in LNG would hamper Indonesia's future transition
to renewable energy.

"l genuinely think Japan should skip investment in gas [in Indonesia] and push for
renewables," Gitawon said.

"We already have a coal infrastructure locked in. They are now pushing for gas, and gas
is a big investment, so it would be another lock-in. If we have a gas infrastructure in
Indonesia, | don't think we would be able to achieve energy transition."

Energy policy consultant James said that Japan is also meeting demand for technology
and investment from countries like Indonesia.

"Indonesia came up with their own energy transition strategies and include things like
natural gas and LNG, coal firing with ammonia and hydrogen — all the things Japan
would love to sell and invest," he said.

The third AZEC meeting is slated to be held in Malaysia this September.
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Flood victims stranded on roofs as downpours lash eastern Australia

Fast-moving floodwaters rose Wednesday in eastern Australia, inundating homes and
leaving residents stranded on their roofs overnight, as authorities warned more rain was
expected in coming days.

Storms have already dumped more than four months’ of rain in just two days in parts of
New South Wales, engulfing homes, businesses and roads in muddy waters, authorities
said.

“We have a situation where the rain has been falling quite heavily and hard and it has
not been moving away. Part of that is because the ground is saturated and the rivers
are swollen,” the state’s emergency minister Jihad Dib told reporters.

Taree, about 300 kilometers (180 miles) north of Sydney, is a key area of concern for
emergency services after 415 millimeters (16.34 inches) of rain lashed the town since
Monday — more than four times the mean monthly rainfall for May.

Authorities said that water levels of a river in Taree surged past a previous record in
1929, reaching 6.3 meters (20.6 feet) on Wednesday.

The rising floodwaters left locals stuck on roofs overnight, with rescuers unable to reach
them due to the bad weather.

Taree resident Holly Pillotto, who was among those stranded on an upper level of her
home, said she was desperate for assistance as floodwaters continued to rise.

“Our neighbors on the back verandah here are also stranded,” she told Australia’s
Channel Nine. “It’s a really dangerous spot to be.”

Dib said that emergency services were “throwing everything we have into” reaching
those affected.

State Emergency Service Chief Superintendent Dallas Byrnes said the situation was
“‘incredibly dynamic and escalating”, with more than 150 flood rescues conducted
overnight.

“We've got a lot of people getting rescued from rooftops and from upper levels of
houses,” Byrnes told the national broadcaster ABC.

However, he warned that “conditions are quite treacherous and it may be that those
aviation assets are unable to fly throughout the day”.
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The agency said that about 16,000 people, or 7,400 dwellings, would remain isolated
until at least Thursday.

More heavy rain is expected in the coming 48 hours — with some locations to receive
200 millimeters (7.87 inches) — before conditions begin to ease, authorities said
Wednesday.

Scientists have warned that heatwaves and other extreme weather events are

becoming more frequent and more intense as global temperatures rise because of
climate change.
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When extreme weather hits, Japan scientists will have faster answers on climate
links
By: Tomoko Otake

A group of scientists in Japan has launched a new research center to rapidly analyze
and quantify the impact of global warming on extreme weather events, aiming to make
the impact of human-induced climate change more visible to the public.

The Weather Attribution Center Japan (WAC), founded Tuesday by an independent
group of researchers specializing in a growing field of science called event attribution,
aims to publicize the results of its assessment within days of a typhoon, torrential rain or
extreme heat — while the impact of the weather event is still fresh in the minds of the
public and policymakers. The researchers started studying the link between weather
events and climate change about 15 years ago, but until now they have only been able
to publish their results a few months after extreme weather occurs.

Conventional research methods take months because they require comparisons of
massive simulations of data with and without climate change, the scientists said. The
team came up with a way to expedite the process for events in Japan by preparing for
analysis six to 14 days before the targeted weather event takes place.

The researchers will utilize the Meteorological Agency’s “early weather information,”
which is released when five-day average temperatures or precipitation levels are
expected to deviate widely from the normal.

“Climate change is an issue that requires immediate action,” Yukiko Imada, associate
professor at the University of Tokyo and one of the WAC’s founding members, said. “It's
important to foster public awareness that the entire society needs to change.”

WAC’s establishment — supported by grants from financial services giant Fuyo General
Lease — comes on the heels of an April report by market research firm Ipsos, which
found that Japan had the lowest percentage of people who agreed with the sentiment
that individuals like them must act now to combat climate change, at 40%, against a 32-
country average of 64%.

The percentages were highest in the Philippines, Indonesia and Mexico, at 82%, 81%
and 80%, respectively.

Likewise, only 42% of individuals in Japan who were polled agreed with the view that
the government needs to act now to combat climate change or it will be failing their
country’s people, against a 32-country average of 63%.

Despite the increased speed of analysis, the results are accurate, researchers stressed,
thanks to the country’s huge climate simulation database called d4PDF. The database
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— created in 2015 with funding from the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and
Technology — contains results of simulations conducted over thousands of years and
factors in Japan’s unique geography as well as the influence of ocean-related natural
phenomena such as El Nino.

The group will start releasing results on its website of its analyses of extreme
temperatures, with which the effect of warming is the most clear-cut. It is now testing
attribution studies on heavy rainfall and is aiming to eventually automate such analyses.

Moves are intensifying in the scientific community to rapidly release findings about
climate change’s impact on heat waves, landslides, tropical storms and wildfires.

For example, when attribution scientists at the Imperial College London analyzed the
impact of climate change on Typhoon Shanshan, which battered large parts of Japan
last year, they declared warming had "supercharged" it, even while the storm was still
crawling through Japan. Likewise, the World Weather Attribution, a pioneer in rapid
attribution analysis, investigated the Los Angeles wildfires that started on Jan. 7,
announcing on Jan. 28 that human-induced climate change increased the likelihood of
the infernos by 35% and their intensity by 6%.

Meanwhile, ClimaMeter, a European Union-backed attribution project, concluded in
March that a series of wildfires that broke out in Japan and South Korea were fueled by
climate change. The findings were released only a week after the fires started and while
they were still raging in Okayama and Ehime prefectures, as well as parts of South
Korea.
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CFO, UN Laureate collaborate for climate action, sustainability

THE Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO), under the visionary leadership of
Chairman and Secretary Dante Ang Il, has embarked on a landmark initiative aimed at
integrating climate action and sustainability into its core programs, fostering a
transformative partnership with UN Sasakawa Laureate and world-renowned science
diplomat Glenn Banaguas.

At the core of this strategic partnership is the "Programs for Climate Action in the
Diaspora," a bold initiative designed to engage Filipinos worldwide in climate resilience
efforts.

By bridging scientific expertise, CFO ensures that Filipinos abroad do not only remain
connected to their homeland but actively shape its future.

Another critical pillar of this collaboration focuses on education and capacity-building for
CFO stakeholders, ensuring that climate science, resilience planning and sustainability
literacy become integral to diaspora engagement.

Through the Community Education Program (CEP), targeted workshops and interactive
learning platforms, overseas Filipinos will gain in-depth knowledge on climate
adaptation, disaster risk reduction and environmental sustainability.

Through these pioneering efforts, CFO continues to champion the engagement of
Filipinos across borders, harnessing their expertise, influence and passion to shape a
sustainable future for the Philippines and the global community.

This collaboration between CFO and Banaguas represents more than a shared vision; it

is a catalyst for change, mobilizing the Filipino diaspora to drive long-term
environmental impact.

14


https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/05/22/tmt-newswire/cfo-un-laureate-collaborate-for-climate-action-sustainability/2118310

PH eyed as climate change leader in Asia
By: Bernadette E. Tamayo

The Philippines is being considered as a "frontrunner" in addressing climate change and
environmental concerns in Southeast Asia, including methane gas emission mitigation.

Ambassador Lee Jang-keum, head of the Mission of the Republic of Korea to the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), brought this up following the launching
of the Asean-Korea Cooperation for Methane Mitigation (AKCMM).

In its November 2024 report, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said that
human-caused methane emissions are responsible for roughly a third of the planet's
warming.

Reducing these emissions is the fastest, most cost-effective way to slow global warming
in the near term and is essential to avert worsening climate damages, the UNEP said.

Lee, in an interview on Tuesday, said the Philippines "is one of the pioneers in
promoting climate action and environment cooperation in this region."

"The Philippines should be at the center of our collaboration with Asean," said Lee, who
is tasked to monitor the smooth and effective implementation of the AKCMM project.

"l do wish that the Philippines can be a frontrunner in leading other Asean countries for
the exemplary implementation of this project," Lee said. "We are doing this project with
all 10 Asean countries and the Philippines is ready to start this project. That is the
reason why | come here and take the opportunity."

"l hope to highlight the importance of this project not only for the Philippines but also for
the entire region, especially Asean countries," he said.

The Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) partnered with the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources for the implementation of the AKCMM project.

The ambassador said the AKCMM is "a very important project for my government in our
cooperation with Asean."

"This is the single largest project that we are doing with the Asean countries, with a
budget of $20 million for the next three years," Lee told a select group of reporters. "And
obviously environment and climate change is a high-priority area for my government in
our cooperation with Asean."

"We are aiming at making some [methane gas] mitigation roadmap for Asean countries.
We will present the roadmap that can be used by policymakers in Asean," Lee added.
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The AKCMM project aims to reduce methane emissions in Asean region by
"establishing a strong institutional, technical foundation for large-scale methane
reduction.

A recent assessment from UNEP and the Climate and Clean Air Coalition found that
cutting farming-related methane emissions would be key in the battle against climate
change.

Livestock emissions — from manure and gastroenteric releases — account for roughly
32 percent of human-caused methane emissions.
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LGUs learn resilience, budgeting to cushion climate change impact
By: Marita Moaje

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has ramped up its grassroots initiatives by
training local government units (LGUs) on climate planning and budget tracking to
strengthen local resilience against the worsening impacts of climate change.

In a news release on Wednesday, the CCC said it has held workshops in Caloocan City
and Aklan province as part of its ongoing climate mainstreaming efforts, focused on
enhancing local capacities to develop and implement the Local Climate Change Action
Plan (LCCAP) and adopt Local Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (LCCET).

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert EA Borje stressed that effective
climate action begins at the grassroots.

“By aligning programs with community-specific needs, we ensure efficient use of
resources and foster resilience where it matters most,” he said.

The CCC said that the LCCAP and LCCET are key tools that help communities align
resources with climate-responsive programs.

The LCCAP is a strategic roadmap for local adaptation and mitigation efforts, integrating
science-based planning to address community-specific vulnerabilities.

Meanwhile, LCCET builds on the national Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (CCET)
system, which allows LGUs to track and prioritize climate programs in their Annual
Investment Plans, ensuring transparency in climate budgeting and supporting President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s push for open governance and inclusive development.

“CCET not only helps prepare communities for climate risks but ensures every peso is
accounted for and directed toward climate-smart development,” Borje added.

The CCC noted the crucial synergy between LCCAP and LCCET, stating that while the
LCCAP outlines what needs to be done, while the LCCET ensures those plans are
financially supported and effectively monitored.

The two programs, when implemented correctly, enable LGUs to convert data-driven
planning into real-world outcomes.

“Through these capacity-building initiatives, we pave the way for a climate-resilient and
climate-smart Philippines — one community at a time,” Borje said.
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