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Legarda Champions Science-Based Policy in Sustainability Lecture

Senator Loren Legarda, the Philippines’ most decorated environmental legislator,
delivered a landmark lecture at the University of the Philippines Visayas (UPV),
underscoring the critical role of science in crafting sustainability policies amid a climate
crisis that continues to deepen.

ECO BUSINESS
Future-proofing the Philippines means rethinking how infrastructure is built and

managed
By: Rhick Lars Albay

In late October last year, the Philippines was struck by six consecutive typhoons in a
span of just 30 days.
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GMA NEWS

Nearly 100 families affected by flood in Davao City
By: Jandi Esteban

Nearly 100 families were affected by flooding in Davao City on Tuesday, May 20, 2025.
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Capital Town rises as a climate-smart economic powerhouse in the north
By: Amy R. Remo

It stands proudly as the centerpiece of an emerging modern township—a “green
amenity” that is now fast becoming the Kapampangans’ new favorite hangout.

India’s steel expansion threatens climate goals and global efforts to clean up
industry: report

India’s plans to double steel production by the end of the decade could jeopardize its
national climate goals and a key global target to reduce planet-heating gas emissions
from the steel industry, according to a report released Tuesday.

Singapore helps conserve Asia’s biodiversity
By: Zachary Lim

From Philippine pigeons with “bleeding hearts” to majestic Malayan tigers, Singapore
has saved from extinction some Southeast Asian species through its breeding
programs.

THE GUARDIAN

Only strong action on emissions can restore economic stability, UN climate chief
says

The climate crisis has raised the price of commodities and exacerbated famine — and
only strong action on greenhouse gas emissions can restore economic stability, the
UN'’s climate chief has said.
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Korea launches ambitious green project to help PH, ASEAN mitigate methane
By: Joseph Pedrajas

South Korea has launched an ambitious $20-million green project to help the
Philippines and other Southeast Asian countries mitigate methane, which is actually
more potent than carbon dioxide (CO2).
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Legarda Champions Science-Based Policy in Sustainability Lecture

Senator Loren Legarda, the Philippines’ most decorated environmental legislator,
delivered a landmark lecture at the University of the Philippines Visayas (UPV),
underscoring the critical role of science in crafting sustainability policies amid a climate
crisis that continues to deepen.

Speaking before a packed audience at the Little Theater and hundreds more online,
Legarda called for urgent, inclusive, and research-based approaches to sustainability.
Her keynote marked the official launch of UPV’s Master of Science in Sustainability — a
pioneering program designed to bridge academic research with policymaking.

“We are not just hurting, we are bleeding,” Legarda declared, citing the Philippines’
ranking as the most disaster-affected country in the Global Climate Risk Index and the
staggering cost of typhoon-related damages — over £673 billion from 2011 to 2021.

The four-term senator's address blended personal reflection, policy critique, and a
sweeping vision for a greener and more resilient Philippines, built on the foundation of
informed governance and public engagement.

Politics of Sustainability

Legarda’s presence at the forum was itself a powerful symbol. Dubbed the “Green
Legislator,” she is the author and sponsor of nearly every major environmental law in
the country — from the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act to the Climate Change
Act, the Green Jobs Act, and the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas
System Act.

Yet, she made clear that passing laws is not enough.

“Hope alone will not bring the changes we need,” she said. “We need to be strategic.
We must act in the now to secure our future.”

She emphasized that sustainability policy must be driven by empirical evidence, not
political convenience.

“This is the value of science-based legislation,” Legarda said. “It ensures that our
policies are proactive and adaptive — that they anticipate challenges rather than simply
react to them.”

Global Crisis with Local Stakes

Legarda detailed a bleak but necessary climate reality: by 2030, climate change could
cost the Philippines at least 7.6% of its gross domestic product (GDP). By 2040, that
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number could rise to 13%. These losses are not abstract; they threaten livelihoods, food
systems, public health, and entire communities — especially the poor and marginalized.

“Sea level rise could permanently displace 150,000 Filipinos by 2040,” she warned.
“‘Heat indices over 42°C could lead to health crises and productivity losses of up to
£870 billion by 2050.”

Despite these alarming trends, Legarda insisted that the country still has time — and
tools — to respond.

“The baseline data and our lived experience underscore that there are opportunities to
develop and implement localized, evidence-based solutions,” she said. “And this is
where programs like the MS Sustainability come in.”

Interdisciplinary Learning

Legarda praised UP Visayas for launching a program that moves beyond traditional
academic silos. The Master of Science in Sustainability is designed to be
interdisciplinary, solutions-oriented, and research-enabled — equipping graduates to
work across government, civil society, and the private sector.

“Sustainability challenges are multifaceted,” she said. “They cannot be addressed by
any one discipline alone.”

She urged the academic community to take this as a mandate: to prepare future leaders
who can implement sustainability policies that are inclusive, culturally grounded, and
community-led.

“The program’s focus on collaboration, research, and practical engagement will ensure
that our policies are not only sustainable — but just,” Legarda said.

Human Side of Legislation

In a deeply personal moment, Legarda reflected on the start of her political journey in
1998, when she topped the Senate race as a first-time candidate.

‘I wanted to do meaningful work,” she said. “Before | turned 40, | was named one of the
World Economic Forum’s Global Leaders for Tomorrow, and | knew | had to live up to
that.”

Over the past two decades, Legarda has championed not only environmental laws, but
also legislation protecting women, children, indigenous peoples, and disaster-affected
communities. She reminded the audience that the true measure of public service is
impact.



“More than the awards, I'm proud of the people I've helped — the children, the farmers,
the fisherfolk, the so-called last, least, and lost,” she said.

Bridging Academia and Legislature

Legarda’s lecture was more than a celebration of policy victories. It was a call to
strengthen the link between scholarship and governance.

She emphasized the need for academic institutions to serve as think tanks for
Congress, supplying lawmakers with timely, relevant, and rigorous research to guide

policy.

“Policies geared toward sustainability must come from legislature-academic
collaborations,” she said. “Without robust and consistently enforced laws, sustainability
remains an unattainable ideal.”

Legarda called for increased funding for research, graduate scholarships, and thesis
support — investments she said were essential for producing a new generation of
leaders ready to advance the SDGs and confront the realities of climate change.

Legacy and Future Directions

As she concluded her address, Legarda reiterated the central principle of sustainability:
intergenerational equity.

“Let us not lose sight of our ultimate goal,” she said. “Progress that does not leave the
vulnerable behind. Development that does not compromise the future. A nation where
sustainability is the norm, not the exception.”

Her message was met with a standing ovation and echoed by the academic community
in their closing remarks.

Dr. Rodelio Subade, dean of UPV’s Graduate School, called Legarda’s lecture
“visionary,” saying it reaffirmed the program’s mission to produce leaders who can
translate science into transformative policy.

UPV Chancellor Clement Camposano added that Legarda’s work exemplifies what the
university hopes to achieve: a convergence of research, governance, and social justice.



ECO BUSINESS

Future-proofing the Philippines means rethinking how infrastructure is built and

managed
By: Rhick Lars Albay

In late October last year, the Philippines was struck by six consecutive typhoons in a
span of just 30 days.

While the nation is frequently battered by eight to nine typhoons each year, half of those
seen in 2024 were super typhoons, with wind speeds exceeding 185 kilometres per
hour (km/h). Super Typhoon Pepito (Man-Yi) — the last of the six cyclones to hit the
Philippines that year — was also the strongest hurricane globally.

The unprecedented chain of events damaged more than 255,000 homes, displaced
600,000 people, and caused nearly 200 deaths.

The widespread devastation to infrastructure and resultant economic losses again
underlined the vulnerabilities facing the Philippines due to extreme weather scenarios,
which in recent years have been supercharged by climate change.

The Department of Public Works and Highways estimated that the damage to housing
and infrastructure reached P21 billion (US$367 million) for that month alone. The World
Bank’s Country Climate and Development Report warns that such extreme weather
events could erode as much as 4.6 per cent of the Philippines’ gross domestic product
(GDP) annually.

Without early investments in adaptation, these losses could rise to 7.6 per cent by 2040,
and up to 13.6 per cent under a business-as-usual scenario.

Climate-resilient infrastructure

With 60 per cent of the archipelago’s land area exposed to natural hazards, the need for
climate-resilient infrastructure is evident.

One potential approach is through green building, notes Rowena Ramos, principal
architect for sustainability at Ecotektonika, a design and consultancy firm specialising in
sustainable design and infrastructure.

“For infrastructure [in the Philippines] to be genuinely sustainable, it must be responsive
to the [nation’s] unique environment, the changing climate, as well as our culture,
people and the economy,” said Ramos, who is also vice chair of the Philippine Green
Building Council’s board of trustees.
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Green building, which refers to designing and constructing buildings that are both
sustainable and resource-efficient, can also lead to infrastructure that is more resilient
against climate-induced extreme weather, such as typhoons.

This can, for example, include wind-resistant roofs or steel-reinforced concrete walls
that can withstand strong winds and flying debris. Such walls can also help with
insulation, keep indoor temperatures stable, and lower the need for air conditioning,
resulting in energy savings.

Green buildings also aim to ensure that buildings emit fewer greenhouse gases and use
less energy in the long term, Ramos added. “The goal is to cut electricity demand [and
reduce] water [usage], without [compromising] functionality,” she explained.

An example of resilient and adaptive infrastructure that was used before modern times
is the bahay kubo, or nipa huts, Ramos noted. The houses were elevated on bamboo
stilts to withstand floods, with thatched roofs that kept the sun out and cool air in. The
use of bamboo — a strong yet flexible material — allowed the structure to bend rather
than break under strong winds, with large windows and bamboo slat walls providing
natural ventilation during normal times.

Traditional building operations in use today are significant contributors of greenhouse
gas emissions, added Ramos, noting that the green building approach also provides a
means to decarbonise. This is especially relevant as buildings are central to the
Philippines’ climate agenda.

For example, the country’s construction sector — covering both residential and
commercial use — accounts for 54 per cent of national power consumption and is
expected to drive 80 per cent of the growth in energy demand by 2040. Rising ambient
temperatures are expected to further increase demand for cooling.

“As the Philippines’ summers grow hotter and the wet season welcomes more super
typhoons, our built environments need to change and adapt. We need project owners
and developers — together with building and construction professionals — to shift from
business-as-usual and embrace green building practices,” Ramos urged.

Despite the benefits, green building practices remain underutilised. As of 2019, green
building rating systems covered only 3 per cent of newly constructed floor space in the
Philippines.

However, this may quickly change as Metro Manila is set to see some 722,000 square
metres in new green-certified office space by 2027.

While upfront costs for green building practices may be higher, investments generally
pay off through reduced emissions, long-term savings, and as much as 10 per cent in
increased asset value.



Green building certification, however, is still largely voluntary for developers in the
country, Ramos noted, but local governments like Manduae City in the central
Philippines’ Cebu province show promise by rolling out local legislation to encourage
the development of more sustainable built environments.

Adopting the Building for Ecologically Responsive Design Excellence (BERDE) rating
system of the Philippine Green Building Council, Mandaue City offers real property tax
rebates of up to 25 per cent to developers that choose to build green. The city has seen
a windfall of infrastructure investments since the announcement of the incentives, with a
number of national developers eyeing the building of mixed-use townships in the new
industrial hub.

“Although green building is still a relatively novel concept, more project owners are now
seeing the value of sustainable development,” said Ramos, noting that builders who
adopt green certification for a new project are likely to adopt it for their succeeding
developments as well.

Regenerative asset management

Complementing green building is regenerative asset management (RAM), another
strategy that uses data and technology to assess infrastructure vulnerabilities and
climate risks.

RAM essentially evaluates how built environment assets perform under future climate
scenarios, enabling a shift from reactive maintenance to proactive resilience planning.

“‘Conventional asset management is about maximising the value of an asset.
Regenerative asset management shares that goal but goes further — it is inherently
sustainable and proactive,” explained Joshua Santos, asset management advisor at
global professional services firm GHD Advisory.

This is because RAM integrates principles of disaster mitigation, resilience, and outage
management, Santos said, adding that while asset management practice in the
Philippines is still relatively young, the untapped market sees room for growth.

“We acknowledge that the primary goal of every organisation is to generate value for
their company, but external factors like climate and utilisation can affect the value of
[built environments] in the long term. At the end of the day, the value [one] generates
[relies] on environmental factors and is also susceptible to losses,” he added.

By identifying high-risk zones, designing infrastructure that adapts to — rather than
merely resists — climate shocks and applying lifecycle modelling concepts, RAM
ensures vital infrastructure remains functional even under extreme stress. This
approach can be applied across different scales — from individual buildings to entire
urban developments and critical utility networks like water distribution and power
transmission systems, explained Santos.



“We [currently] rely on infrastructure that is easily disrupted by typhoons and natural
disasters. If our built environments are difficult to restore after disruptions, this is a
detriment to our country’s economic growth,” said Santos.

A landmark shift in infrastructure planning is needed, Santos added, one that goes
beyond regulatory compliance and skewed toward a “levels of service” approach.

“This means planning infrastructure that can maintain performance and an expected
‘level of service’ despite external factors like climate change or overuse. We want to
steer investment toward more sustainable, long-term outcomes,” he explained.

Santos noted that RAM also involves streamlining processes and optimising resource
allocation. In working with a water utility company affected by the El Nifio weather
phenomenon last year, he explained that eliminating organisational silos proved pivotal
in improving efficiency when both human and water resources were thin.

“We wanted to develop a structure wherein all of the working parts of the organisation
strived to attain one goal and objective: to maintain and even maximise levels of service
despite unprecedented challenges,” said Santos.

He explained that the integrated, top-down approach helped different departments work
together and use resources more efficiently. This allowed the distributor to create
smoother, more innovative and sustainable systems. By streamlining processes, they
were also able to make important decisions quickly, without having to go through
multiple layers of approval, ensuring water was delivered to clients with minimal delays
and downtime.

Santos underscored that developers and homeowners alike need to take proactive
steps in protecting their properties and communities against climate risks. The first and
most critical step, he said, is understanding the specific natural hazards in their area.

“Mitigation measures should be tailored to the threats identified,” he explained, noting
that homeowners should exercise a culture of safety and preparedness by staying
informed and participating in community disaster drills, for example.

Homeowners should also reinforce roofs and windows to protect their homes from
strong winds and flying debris during typhoons, while homes should be elevated using
water-resistant materials to minimise damage in flood-prone areas.

“For extreme heat, improving ventilation, using reflective roofing, and planting trees can
help cool the home naturally,” Santos added.

To prepare for earthquakes, he urged residents to follow building codes, secure heavy
furniture and plan emergency exits.
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“The reality of our climate situation highlights our need to invest in resilient and
sustainable approaches and technologies. Not doing so urgently limits our nation-
building. We have to reconsider [the construction industry and infrastructure

management] now with a sustainability lens, and not just prioritise immediate profit,”
said Santos.
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GMA NEWS

Nearly 100 families affected by flood in Davao City
By: Jandi Esteban

Nearly 100 families were affected by flooding in Davao City on Tuesday, May 20, 2025.
According to a report by GMA Regional TV One Mindanao, more than 21 families were
affected in Sitio Licanan, Aries, Lituan, and Virgo in Barangay Lasang after the Licanan
River reportedly overflowed following heavy rains and high tide.

Floodwaters reportedly reached above knee-deep, leaving several motorists stranded
on the highway.

In Barangay Bunawan Proper, around 69 families were displaced by the flood.
Affected residents were given immediate assistance by the local government.
Based on monitoring by the Davao City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
Office (CDRRMO), the Licanan River and Bunawan River were placed on code red

around 1 a.m. on Tuesday due to continuous rainfall brought about by localized
thunderstorms and the Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ).
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Capital Town rises as a climate-smart economic powerhouse in the north
By: Amy R. Remo

It stands proudly as the centerpiece of an emerging modern township—a “green
amenity” that is now fast becoming the Kapampangans’ new favorite hangout.

Even on an ordinary weekday, the 2-hectare Rainwater Park at Capital Town—
Megaworld Corp.’s township in San Fernando, Pampanga—hums with so much life.
Here, joggers find a safe space to do their daily runs, while families take a leisurely stroll
along manicured paths. Children, too, get to race through the play areas and mini
football field whereas friends are able to unwind either by the man-made lagoon, in al
fresco nooks, or at the open air amphitheater.

Vital infrastructure

Beyond the aesthetics however, this picturesque park also conceals a smart water
management system that captures rainwater in underground reservoirs, reuses surface
runoff to water the park, and, more importantly, helps buffer Capital Town against
floods.

Essentially, what looks like a typical community park is in fact a vital infrastructure that
helps mitigate flooding, reduces pressure on drainage systems, and reuses stormwater
for irrigation. At the same time, it invites communities to gather in a bustling, beautiful
public space right in the heart of Pampanga’s most promising township development.

“What we did here is something special because we understand that the
Kapampangans are very particular—they have high standards. We want to offer them
something that is world-class,” said Eugene Lozano, SVP for Sales and Marketing of
Megaworld Pampanga.

It stands proudly as the centerpiece of an emerging modern township—a “green
amenity” that is now fast becoming the Kapampangans’ new favorite hangout.

Even on an ordinary weekday, the 2-hectare Rainwater Park at Capital Town—
Megaworld Corp.’s township in San Fernando, Pampanga—hums with so much life.
Here, joggers find a safe space to do their daily runs, while families take a leisurely stroll
along manicured paths. Children, too, get to race through the play areas and mini
football field whereas friends are able to unwind either by the man-made lagoon, in al
fresco nooks, or at the open air amphitheater.

Lozano explained that the Rainwater Park, which officially opened to the public just last
March, not only serves as a distinct destination that can attract locals and tourists to
Capital Town, but also “fulfills a higher purpose of beyond just being a facility that brings
together the entire community” as it helps make San Fernando a thriving and livable city
for Kapampangans.
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According to Megaworld officials, the park has a capacity of about 7,500 cubic meters—
equivalent to the volume of water held by three Olympic-size swimming pools. This kind
of capacity—which thankfully has never been fully reached to date—provides ample
buffer period for floodwaters around Capital Town to recede. Only once the floodwater
has subsided does the system begin to gradually release excess runoff into the nearby
Santo Nifio Creek.

Such a feature is increasingly being regarded today as an indispensable addition to
modern cities, especially in typhoon- prone countries like the Philippines where
practical, climate- smart infrastructure is key to flood resilience. Once a novelty,
rainwater parks are now becoming more of a necessity—a crucial component of truly
sustainable, climate-smart cities.

Elsewhere in the world, rainwater parks have aptly shown how flood defenses can
double as playgrounds, open air classrooms and tourist magnets.

One example is Singapore’s Marina Barrage—reportedly its first freshwater reservoir in
over a century, which also serves as a flood control measure, and features a sprawling
rooftop park. Perched atop the dam are lush sculpted gardens, picnic lawns, and an
event plaza—a fitting showcase of how brilliant engineering can pave the way for a
healthier, more sustainable, and more enjoyable city living.

Similarly, Capital Town’s Rainwater Park integrates ecological resilience with social
vitality. For residents and guests, this means easy access to verdant open spaces, fresh
air, and leisure hubs.

For businesses and investors, this park translates into tangible value in the form of
deferred flood-control costs, enhanced environmental, social, and governance (ESG)
credentials, and premium leasing opportunities for the township’s retail, residential and
office assets.

A resilient economic engine

The Rainwater Park is the newest township highlight unveiled by Megaworld—;joining
Capital Town’s lineup of attractions that include the iconic Clock Tower, a vibrant
Shophouse District, and Pampanga’s largest McDonald’s branch. Also rising here is the
374-room Savoy Capital Town, Megaworld’s first hotel development north of Metro
Manila.

All these will serve as anchors to the four residential condominiums launched here to
date—the 15-story Chelsea Parkplace, 16-story Bryant Parklane, 15-story Montrose
Parkview, and 17-story Saint-Marcel Residences—as well as the four-story Pasudeco
Tower, a LEED-registered Megaworld office development, whose 11,000 sgm of
available space are all fully leased out. The latter is the first of many Megaworld office
buildings to rise in the township.
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Indeed, as Megaworld continues to breathe new life in this historic sugar central, it
creates a new economic engine that far exceeds its signature live-work-play promise—
one that pays homage to its proud heritage while shaping a more sustainable and more

resilient future.
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India’s steel expansion threatens climate goals and global efforts to clean up
industry: report

India’s plans to double steel production by the end of the decade could jeopardize its
national climate goals and a key global target to reduce planet-heating gas emissions
from the steel industry, according to a report released Tuesday.

The report by Global Energy Monitor, an organization that tracks energy projects around
the globe, said efforts to decarbonize steelmaking are gaining traction around the world.

However, in India, which is the world’s second largest steel-producing nation,
overwhelming reliance on coal-based technologies presents a big challenge.

‘India is now the bellwether of global steel decarbonization,” said Astrid Grigsby-
Schulte, project manager of the Global Iron and Steel Tracker at GEM and report co-
author. “If the country does not increase its plans for green steel production, the entire
sector will miss an important milestone. So goes India, so goes the world.”

Currently, up to 12 percent of India’s greenhouse gas emissions, which go into the
atmosphere and heat the planet, come from steelmaking. That number could double in
five years if steel is produced in line with the government’s plans, according to the
report.

At the same time, India wants to produce 500 gigawatts of clean power — enough to
power nearly 300 million Indian homes — by the end of this decade. The South Asian
nation recently crossed the milestone of installing 100 gigawatts of solar power, most of
which was installed in the last 10 years.

By 2070, India also aims to go net zero, that is, it will either eliminate all carbon dioxide
pollution it emits or cancel it out by using other methods, such as planting trees that
absorb carbon.

Steel production is one of the most carbon polluting industries, responsible for nearly 9
percent of global greenhouse gas emissions.

The International Energy Agency has set a target for 37 percent of global steelmaking
capacity to rely on lower-emission electric arc furnaces by 2030. Current projections by
GEM show the world reaching just 36 percent — a shortfall largely due to India’s coal-
heavy pipeline.

India plans to expand its steel production capacity from 200 million to over 330 million
tons per year by 2030. According to the new data, over 40 percent of global capacity in
development — about 352 million tons a year — is in India, with more than half of that
using coal-based capacity.
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“‘India is the only major steel-producing nation that has so much coal-based capacity in
the pipeline,” said Henna Khadeeja, a research analyst with GEM who also worked on
the report.

India’s steel sector releases approximately 2.6 tons of carbon dioxide per ton of steel,
roughly 25% more than the global average. China, the world’s largest steelmaker, has
managed to keep its emissions lower per ton by producing more scrap-based steel and
retiring older coal-based plants.

India’s heavy dependence on coal for steelmaking is driven by a combination of factors:
low-cost domestic coal, a relatively young fleet of blast furnaces that still have 20-25
years of operational life left, and a lack of natural gas and steel scrap. The country’s
scrap recycling ecosystem remains informal, and high-quality iron ore is scarce.

“There is potential for India to change course,” said Khadeeja of GEM. “Much of the
planned capacity is still on paper. Only 8% of it has actually broken ground. This means
there is still a window to shift toward lower-emission technologies.”

The consequences of producing carbon polluting steel may go beyond climate goals.
While India’s steel exports are only a small share of its overall production, they could
suffer as major markets like the European Union begin enforcing carbon border taxes
next year.

‘India may be better off tolerating some short-term pain of technological upgrading to

make its steel cleaner for long-term competitiveness gain,” said Easwaran Narassimhan
of the New Delhi-based think tank Sustainable Futures Collaborative.
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Singapore helps conserve Asia’s biodiversity
By: Zachary Lim

From Philippine pigeons with “bleeding hearts” to majestic Malayan tigers, Singapore
has saved from extinction some Southeast Asian species through its breeding
programs.

On April 3, it was reported that the Mandai Wildlife Group (MWG) will be sending one of
three Malayan tigers at Rainforest Wild Asia to Taipei Zoo to be paired with a young
female tiger there. Earlier, MWG sent 10 bleeding-heart pigeons bred at Bird Paradise
Singapore back to the Philippines. Only 70 to 400 of them remain in the provinces of
Panay and Negros.

But while such breeding efforts are key in ensuring that threatened species do not
disappear off the face of the earth, experts said more should be done to ensure the
longevity of animal species in the wild.

Conservation efforts include protecting and safeguarding the region’s natural
environments, as well as educating various communities, organizations, and even the
authorities on how best to care for these delicate animals in their native habitats, said a
spokeswoman for MWG. Getting the public to appreciate and coexist with wildlife is also
critical to reduce human-wildlife conflicts, she added.

Associate professor Darren Yeo, head of the National University of Singapore (NUS)
Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum, said conserving wildlife species in Southeast
Asia is vital in preserving the region’s natural heritage. In fact, many wildlife species,
such as the southern river terrapin, Sumatran rhino, and orangutan, are only found in
Southeast Asia.

Wildlife plays many other important roles that benefit humanity. “Some species play
important ecological roles like in seed dispersal, pollination, or controlling prey
populations—maintaining the health of the natural ecosystems,” said assistant professor
Zeng Yiwen, who conducts research on conservation, climate change, and communities
at the Asian School of the Environment.

Despite its small size, Singapore is a biodiversity hot spot with a wide range of
ecosystems, from forests to wetlands and coastal ecosystems, said Uma
Sachidhanandam, director of conservation and science at World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWEF) Singapore.

“‘As a key member of international agreements on the environment, Singapore has the
potential to influence large-scale conservation through well-established practices. Our
legislation and on-the-ground efforts—such as nature-based coastal protection solutions
and initiatives to address environmental fragmentation—can serve as strong models for
the region to follow,” she added.
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Globally, wildlife species are on the decline and experts have said the world is in the
midst of its sixth mass extinction.

In 2024, the WWEF Living Planet Report said the average size of monitored wildlife
populations globally had shrunk by 73 per cent, and continues to

The report also found that the Asia-Pacific region ranks third globally in species decline,
with a 60-percent drop in combined terrestrial and freshwater populations between 1970
and 2020. Wildlife in Asia has also experienced the steepest and most extensive
decline over the past century.

Zeng said, “Biodiversity conservation efforts tend to have a bias toward charismatic
animals like tigers, lions, and cute ones like koalas ... this means that some species
and groups of species may get overlooked and may receive less conservation attention
and funding.”

Zeng said the threats that fauna in the region primarily face include habitat loss brought
about by deforestation and land-use change, as well as overexploitation through
resource extraction and the wildlife trade.

NUS conservation scientist Roman Carrasco said that Singapore can, through
partnerships with other Asean nations, make a large difference for species that are on
the brink of extinction. Through Mandai Nature, the conservation arm of MWG, support
and funding of about $4.5 million annually have been invested in more than 40 projects
in Southeast Asia, including Singapore.

These projects may involve direct efforts through breeding, or indirect means like
assisting with habitat protection and restoration, and working with local communities
and indigenous groups to benefit economically from nature conservation.

A key consideration is the establishment of sustainable populations under human care.
This means maintaining healthy, genetically diverse populations of threatened species
in zoos and aquariums worldwide.

Closer to home, Singapore has also undertaken efforts to make the country more
hospitable for wildlife. Besides preserving its nature reserves, Singapore is adopting a
multifunctional approach to make urbanized environments suitable for biodiversity
through the rewilding of roadsides and greening of residential areas, Carrasco said.

WWEF Singapore has also been actively tackling the issue of illegal wildlife trade—a
major driver of pangolin and straw-headed bulbul population decline across their native
range—through its Cyber Spotter Programme. This program trains volunteers to identify
and report suspicious online listings of various threatened species.
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Only strong action on emissions can restore economic stability, UN climate chief
says

The climate crisis has raised the price of commodities and exacerbated famine — and
only strong action on greenhouse gas emissions can restore economic stability, the
UN’s climate chief has said.

Simon Stiell, the executive secretary of the UN framework convention on climate
change, was speaking in Panama, where recent years of drought drove the water to
perilous lows that disrupted international trade.

He said: “The same droughts that plague the canal are affecting essential commodities
worldwide, reducing harvests, emptying shelves, and pushing people into hunger.
Famine is back, and the role of global heating cannot be ignored.”

But he said investors around the world were “ready to hit the go button on huge
investments” if they had the right signals from governments.

“Clear and strong climate policies are an antidote to economic uncertainty,” he said.
“Climate policy can help get trade flowing and economies growing, and prevent wildly
destructive climate impacts.”

Governments are supposed to come forward within the next few months with new
national plans on greenhouse gas emissions. Stiell said: “In the past, climate plans have
often focused mainly on cuts — cuts to greenhouse gas emissions and to old-fashioned
energy. This new generation of climate plans are really about growth: growing industries
and economies, and building a better future. One where nature is protected, and where
people have better opportunities.”

He added: “Done right, these plans can attract a bonanza of benefits: more jobs, more
revenue, and a virtuous cycle of increased investment.”

Stiell also warned against “a two-speed transition, where some countries race ahead
with clean energy and climate resilience and leave others behind”. However, the climate
finance that poor countries need to increase renewable energy investment and protect
against the ravages of climate breakdown is under increasing threat.

The withdrawal of the US from the Paris agreement and the Trump administration’s
dismantling of most forms of overseas aid will leave tens of billions of dollars lacking in
the coming years. Support from other developed countries looks unlikely to fill the gap.

The UK has also slashed overseas aid, from 0.5% to 0.3% of national GDP. Although

Downing Street has previously indicated to the Guardian that the current climate finance
pledge, of spending £11.6bn from 2021 to 2026, would be ringfenced, there are
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concerns that it could be watered down, and no certainty over what will follow beyond
next year.

A group of more than 80 civil society organisations has written to the prime minister to
point out that taxing fossil fuel interests could pay for current climate finance pledges
many times over.

Over the next five years, the UK could raise £115bn by measures including making
permanent the windfall levy on the excess profits of fossil fuel producers; redirecting the
current subsidies to fossil fuels; taxing luxury travel such as private jets and super-
yachts; and imposing a small tax on the super-wealthy.

In a letter seen by the Guardian, they also pointed out that opinion polls showed strong
support for such measures among voters.

Catherine Pettengell, the executive director of Climate Action Network UK, said:
“Climate action is in everyone’s interests, for stability and prosperity at home and all
around the world. The UK has demonstrated leadership with its [national plan for cutting
greenhouse gas emissions], but domestic action alone is not sufficient. The real test of
UK climate leadership is the provision of climate finance to those least responsible but
suffering the most devastating impacts of climate change.

“As the fifth largest historical emitter and sixth largest economy, the UK has both the
responsibility and the capability to do far more to invest in the climate action needed
and to ensure no one is left behind in the domestic and global transition.”

Signatories to the letter included Action Aid, Concern Worldwide, Greenpeace, Oxfam,
Save the Children and the RSPB.

A government spokesperson said: “You wouldn’t expect us to speculate on the content
of the spending review ahead of time, but the UK remains committed to supporting
global efforts to tackle climate change. The UK’s international climate finance has
helped 110 million people adapt to the effects of climate change, provided 82 million
people with improved access to clean energy, and helped to mobilise billions in private
investment. Meeting the £11.6bn ICF commitment by March 2026 remains our
ambition.”
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Korea launches ambitious green project to help PH, ASEAN mitigate methane
By: Joseph Pedrajas

South Korea has launched an ambitious $20-million green project to help the
Philippines and other Southeast Asian countries mitigate methane, which is actually
more potent than carbon dioxide (CO2).

Seoul's envoy to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Lee Jang-keun,
flew to Manila to lead the kick-off of the ASEAN-Korea Cooperation for Methane
Mitigation (AKCMM) project, an initiative expected to significantly contribute to the
targets set forth in the Philippines' climate-resilient development plan.

In an interview with select media on Tuesday, May 20, Lee said the Philippines is
among the first ASEAN countries where the project has already started.

“The Philippines is one of the pioneers in promoting the climate action and environment
cooperation in this region,” he said.

“And the Philippines was one of the first countries that were ready and prepared to start
this project. And that is the reason why | come here and taking the opportunity, | hope to
highlight the importance of this project, not only for the Philippines, but also for the
entire region, especially in ASEAN,” he added.

Emissions from greenhouse gases contribute to the greenhouse effect and global
warming as they get trapped in the atmosphere.

Methane, mainly emitted from agriculture, livestock and waste, is one of the examples
of greenhouse gases.

Other greenhouse gases are carbon dioxide (CO2), which primarily comes from burning
fossil fuels and deforestation; nitrous oxide (N20), from agriculture and certain industrial
processes; and fluorinated gases (F-gases), synthetic gases used in refrigeration and
other industrial applications.

Lee said Korea decided to launch a project—with a budget so huge for a single project
—that primarily focuses on methane mitigation because there is "not enough awareness
or understanding" on methane emissions, unlike CO2.

According to the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI), the partner institute of Seoul

that will implement the project in the Philippines, methane is about 28 to 80 "times more
potent than CO2."
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Methane, although it has a shorter lifespan, is much more efficient at trapping radiation.
It also has a warming effect 86 times stronger than CO2, the Climate and Clean Air
Coalition said.

"Even though its potency is high, our attention is not that high enough," Lee said.

In an interview, Climate Change Commission (CCC) Secretary Robert Borje said
collaboration between the Philippines, ASEAN and Korea is important "because
mitigation, or reduction of greenhouse gasses, addresses the root causes of climate
change."

"The Philippines has two strategies: adaptation and mitigation. And mitigation
addresses this, in particular, and the importance of assessing methane is to help us
determine effective pathways to greenhouse gas reduction," Borje said.

GGGl said the project aims to reduce methane emission in the Philippines and other
ASEAN countries through establishing a strong institutional, technical and financial
foundation.

It will be achieved through a set of activities, such as methane measurements, regional
guidelines and cooperation promotion as well as support for methane reduction
projects.

Lee said the short-term goal of the project is to raise awareness on the importance of
mitigating methane in addressing climate change.

"And secondly, we are aiming at making some kind of methane mitigation roadmap for
ASEAN countries," he added.

=END=

23



