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Unbearable heat: A climate crisis in our classrooms

The alarm bells are ringing loud and clear. A new global report by Save the Children
and Vrije Universiteit Brussel paints a grim picture: extreme heat is not only
endangering the health of Filipino children but also fundamentally impairing their ability
to learn. With temperatures rising, the Philippines faces a future where millions of
children will suffer unprecedented lifetime exposure to heatwaves, threatening their
development, education, and well-being. (Read the BusinessMirror story, “With
relentless heat, can kids truly learn?,” May 18, 2025).

ECO BUSINESS

Will China lead on global climate finance within a shifting world order?
By: Kate Logan

In November 2024, China made a landmark move at the UN climate talks in Baku,
Azerbaijan when vice premier Ding Xuexiang portrayed China’s international finance as
a form of climate finance. His statement, and China’s subsequent actions, represented
an evolution of China’s long-held stance in UN climate negotiations.
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Flood-hit Zamboanga del Sur town declares state of calamity
By: Leah Agonoy

Kumalarang town in Zamboanga del Sur has been placed under a state of emergency
following the severe flooding that affected 1,300 households in at least five of its
barangays on Saturday, the Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction Management Office
(DRRMO) reported.
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PH, Mongolia deepen bilateral ties in landmark diplomatic talks
By: Marita Moaje

The Philippines and Mongolia strengthened their economic and strategic partnership in
a historic visit by Mongolian Foreign Minister Batmunkh Battsetseg on Monday, after
over four decades.

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

[Opinion] A pope for the environment
By: Angela Asuncion

Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost, now Pope Leo XIV, has been very outspoken about
the climate and environmental crisis as well as human rights, through his deep faith and
leadership. Faith-based environmental leaders as well as global and Philippine climate
leaders lauded his election last May 8.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2061595/flood-hit-zamboanga-del-sur-town-declares-state-of-calamity
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1250417
https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2025/05/20/2444382/pope-environment

CCC IN THE NEWS:

MANILA BULLETIN
Sweden and the Philippines bolster partnership in_responsible, sustainable
mining and climate action

Acknowledging the significance of mining in the economic, social, and environmental
domains for both Sweden and the Philippines, Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo Loyzaga of
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) spearheaded a
delegation to Sweden. Luis Sarmiento, president of the Philippine Mine Safety and
Environment Association; Engr. Adrian Caamifio from Mindanao State University; and
Swedish companies Epiroc and Volvo Construction Equipment also joined the
delegation.

POLITIKO

PH, EU Join Forces On Satellite Tech For Disaster Preparedness
By: Roy C. Mabasa

European and Filipino disaster experts will convene in Makati on May 20 and 21 for a
two-day workshop aimed at advancing the use of Earth observation technologies in
disaster preparedness and early warning systems.
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Unbearable heat: A climate crisis in our classrooms

The alarm bells are ringing loud and clear. A new global report by Save the Children
and Vrije Universiteit Brussel paints a grim picture: extreme heat is not only
endangering the health of Filipino children but also fundamentally impairing their ability
to learn. With temperatures rising, the Philippines faces a future where millions of
children will suffer unprecedented lifetime exposure to heatwaves, threatening their
development, education, and well-being. (Read the BusinessMirror story, “With
relentless heat, can kids truly learn?,” May 18, 2025).

The data is striking and thought-provoking. If global warming reaches the worst-case
scenario of 3.5 degrees Celsius by the end of the century, nearly 94 percent of Filipino
children born today—roughly 1.4 million—will endure relentless heat stress throughout
their lives. The immediate consequences are visible even now: young children are
forced to stay indoors, deprived of outdoor play, while sweating, dizzy, and restless.
These are not just childhood discomforts but warning signs of serious health risks like
dehydration and heatstroke.

The impact extends beyond physical health. Learning under extreme heat is a
formidable challenge. Schools without proper ventilation, cooling systems, or even
running water become harsh environments where concentration falters and attendance
drops. The educational setbacks could hobble an entire generation’s potential,
exacerbating existing inequalities, especially in low-income communities that are most
vulnerable to climate change.

This crisis underscores the urgency of the Paris Agreement’s goal to limit global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. The difference between 1.5 and 3.5 degrees is not
merely a statistic; it is a lifeline separating manageable risk from catastrophic harm.
Achieving this target could halve the number of Filipino children exposed to extreme
heat, a crucial reprieve for millions.

Efforts by Save the Children Philippines to implement child-focused climate adaptation
programs are commendable. Equipping children and communities with knowledge and
skills to build resilience is essential. However, adaptation alone is not enough. The
government, private sector, and international community must urgently accelerate
emissions reductions and invest in climate-resilient infrastructure, especially in schools
and health facilities.

The Department of Education’s proactive measures—adjusting schedules, improving
ventilation, encouraging hydration, and safeguarding learners— reflect a necessary


https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/05/20/unbearable-heat-a-climate-crisis-in-our-classrooms/

response to an evolving threat. Yet, these are stopgap solutions. The reality is that
climate change is rapidly outpacing the capacity of existing systems to protect
vulnerable children.

Health authorities’ updated guidelines and establishment of cooling centers and
hydration stations provide vital support during heatwaves. But the fundamental solution
lies in systemic change: aggressive climate action, sustainable urban planning, and
prioritizing children’s rights in environmental policies.

Children did not create the climate crisis, yet they are paying the highest price.
Protecting their health, safety, and education must be a national and global priority. The
window to prevent a future where learning is “too hot” is closing fast. It is time to act with
the urgency this crisis demands—not just for the children of today, but for the
generations to come.
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Will China lead on global climate finance within a shifting world order?
By: Kate Logan

In November 2024, China made a landmark move at the UN climate talks in Baku,
Azerbaijan when vice premier Ding Xuexiang portrayed China’s international finance as
a form of climate finance. His statement, and China’s subsequent actions, represented
an evolution of China’s long-held stance in UN climate negotiations.

Six months on, with Donald Trump again pulling the US from the Paris Agreement and
taking a hatchet to various climate-related funding mechanisms — as well as launching
an all-out trade war — China’s positioning of itself as a non-traditional climate finance
contributor is even more significant for the future of global climate action.

The country’s incentives for shifting its stance, and the potential implications of this for
other Global South emitters, are central to the future of climate politics.

And beyond traditional modes of finance, China’s cleantech leaders — most of which are
private companies — are investing abroad at an even greater scale, including in new
production capacity. Understanding these dynamics may present opportunities to trigger
greater ambition in the face of ongoing threats to global climate action and the clean-
energy transition.

China engaged constructively to secure a new UN goal

Going into COP29 in Baku, Chinese officials were well aware of international
expectations for China to contribute to climate finance as part of a new UN target,
known as the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG), which was to be negotiated at
the conference.

This pressure did little to shift China’s official position, which Ministry of Ecology and
Environment (MEE) director-general Xia Yingxian outlined at a press conference the
week before the conference.

Xia explained three core elements to China’s stance: first, developed countries need to
take the lead in mobilising funds, in line with the Paris Agreement; second, the scale of
funding should be expanded on the basis of developed countries first meeting their
existing commitments, including contributing US$100 billion annually to developing
countries before 2025; and third, developed countries’ public funds should be positioned
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as the core source, with additional layers complementing this, including from multilateral
development banks (MDBs) and the private sector.

Nonetheless, at the World Leaders Climate Action Summit as COP29 opened, Ding
made a pivotal statement: “Since 2016, China has provided and mobilised more than
CNY 177 billion [US$24.5 billion] of project funds in support of other developing
countries’ climate response.”

This declaration was the first time a Chinese official referred to climate finance for
developing countries in the context of provision and mobilisation — the language applied
to developed countries — rather than as “South-South cooperation”.

While it is still unclear exactly how the figure was calculated, it presumably includes a
wide range of investments by China’s development banks and other actors, rather than
just those earmarked for South-South climate aid, which had previously been
benchmarked by officials at CNY 1.2 billion (US$170 million).

Ding’s remarks placed China’s contributions to global climate finance on the same order
— if not higher than — many developed countries’ efforts. They also demonstrated that
China may have the capacity and political will to be more transparent about the scale
and scope of its own efforts, and to build on what it is already doing. While pressure
from developed countries may have played a role in this shift, China’s overwhelming
dominance in key clean technology sectors likely buttressed the case for it.

These public messages foreshadowed the compromises embedded in the final NCQG
text, indicating that China was actively negotiating behind closed doors.

Threading the needle between China’s red lines

The structure of the NCQG agreement essentially contains two layers: an outer US$1.3
trillion goal reflecting the projected needs of developing countries, and an inner “core” of
US$300 billion that will function in a similar way to the previous US$100 billion goal
agreed at Copenhagen in 2009, by tracking finance provided and mobilised for
developing countries.

This inner core updates the conditions that applied to the previous goal, with three
specific aspects reflecting how it balances requirements from developed countries with
China’s priorities.



First, the text grounded the goal in the entirety of Article 9 of the Paris Agreement. This
includes binding language recognising the responsibility of developed countries to
provide climate finance to developing nations, rather than just the individual, non-
binding clause referenced in the NCQG’s mandate (Article 9.3). This accommodates the
divergent positions regarding legally binding parameters — in general, developing
countries wanted them, and developed countries didn'’t.

Second, the goal will track all climate finance from MDBs. Previously, only MDB
contributions attributed to developed countries were typically counted. China channels
significant funding throughs MDBs, and the agreement means these contributions will
now be recognised and tracked, without imposing a binding commitment.

This approach drew some criticism from developing countries, especially India, but was
ultimately advanced with China’s support. And third, the text encouraged developing
countries to make bilateral contributions on a voluntary basis, enabling China to
enhance its climate finance while framing its role on its own terms.

China had helped prevent a torpedoing of the fragile deal, which had been stitched
together despite vulnerable nations walking out of the talks just hours earlier. With word
that India may block the deal in the final plenary, Chinese negotiators bounced between
huddles to avoid a complete meltdown.

When the gavel came down — without room for so much as a breath to raise objections
— the Chinese delegation enthusiastically welcomed the outcome with applause, just
before India’s lead negotiator delivered a scathing tirade. A few years earlier, in 2021,
China and India had sided together in Glasgow to water down COP26’s final outcome
on coal — but in Baku, they played divergent roles in the end game of the NCQG.

Still, a compromise between developed countries and China on who contributes to the
goal was never going to answer another critical question: how the goal could provide
enough finance to meet the needs of developing countries.

Such countries had claimed that expanding the contributor base to include China and
other countries was necessary to hit the increased target. But the paltry US$300 billion
figure in the final goal did little to reflect an expansion in sources beyond business-as-
usual by developed countries beholden to the original US$100 billion goal.

Incentivising China’s climate finance leadership



While the NCQG was agreed under the spectre of a second Trump administration, the
extent of the backtracking to come was not yet clear. In addition to the expected US
withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, Trump has revoked all US climate finance, gutted
USAID, and pushed back against climate lending by multilateral institutions, while
prompting other countries to shift funds away from aid and toward defence.

With countries tasked with implementing the NCQG against this broader retraction in
climate governance, what factors will shape China’s role in bridging the global climate
finance gap?

At the core of this question is how the shifting politics around multilateralism and global
climate governance will evolve. With the suspension of US support and multilateral
climate finance under attack, other countries are under even greater pressure to
shoulder the developing world’s climate finance needs.

It remains to be seen whether climate-vulnerable nations will double down on getting
developed countries to cover the difference, or push non-traditional contributors, such
as China and the Gulf States, to take greater responsibility.

Early signals indicate that China may be cautious to build on its actions in Baku. Beyond
Ding’s announcement, the country has yet to enshrine its climate finance contributions
in official documents, such as its first Biennial Transparency Report submitted at the
end of 2024.

However, President Xi did reaffirm in late April that “China will vigorously deepen South-
South cooperation and continue to provide help for fellow developing countries to the
best of its capability”. It has also been slow to ramp up existing high-profile vehicles,
with its US$207 million Kunming Biodiversity Fund only supporting US$1.2 million of
projects so far. And while some argue that China will leverage the gap left by USAID, it
is more likely that the country’s actions will be limited to situations that strategically align
with what it is already prioritising.

There are two areas where China’s ongoing actions may enhance its impact, even
without overt political signalling. First is that China’s MDB contributions have already
grown from around US$1.2 billion in 2017 to nearly US$4 billion in 2022, after averaging
around US$500 million per year from 2013-2016. With the NCQG now tracking these
funds, China could boost its reputation by further enhancing its MDB commitments,
especially in the face of uncertain US support for climate lending by MDBs.



Second — and much more significantly — is that China’s cleantech sector has been
investing in a slew of overseas factories and projects that could expand clean energy
while creating local jobs and enhancing development.

In 2024, Chinese companies committed approximately US$58 billion to building
overseas manufacturing facilities for new energy products. This pivot reflects a deeper
structural transformation within China’s economy: new energy industries — most of
which are private enterprises — have become growth engines, comprising over 10 per
cent of China’s GDP in 2024, and driving more than a quarter of its economic growth.

These investments are already making real-world impact on a massive scale, but the
new goal is not necessarily set up to track their climate and economic benefits. Paying
attention to the shifting power dynamics of clean energy could help to capture China’s
broader contributions.

Apart from its own actions, China also has an opportunity to incentivise other non-
traditional donors. One way to do this could be to spearhead a “high ambition coalition”-
style group of new contributors to work together on implementing the NCQG.

Doing so would grow the overall pot of finance while providing cover for those hesitant
to step forward solo. Brazil could be a logical partner for such an effort, given its hosting
of both the BRICS summit and COP30 later this year.

The US$100-billion goal from Copenhagen was an innovative idea at the time, but its
implementation was bogged down by the entrenched developed-developing country
divide within global climate governance. Ultimately, however, climate change impacts
are ambivalent to the politics of who pays for progress.

Amidst challenging politics, China has the opportunity to play a role in facilitating a more
successful NCQG and helping to preserve the Paris regime. Whether it decides to do so
will be one factor shaping whether the world can find a way to pay for the action needed
to prevent the worst impacts of climate change.
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Flood-hit Zamboanga del Sur town declares state of calamity
By: Leah Agonoy

Kumalarang town in Zamboanga del Sur has been placed under a state of emergency
following the severe flooding that affected 1,300 households in at least five of its
barangays on Saturday, the Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction Management Office
(DRRMO) reported.

The Sangguniang Bayan on Monday adopted the resolution declaring the town under a
state of calamity based on the recommendation made by the Municipal DRRMO
(MDRRMO) during an emergency meeting on Sunday.

Saturday’s widespread flooding was triggered by the continuous rains spawned by the
intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ) affecting Mindanao over the weekend.

The floods in Kumalarang happened at about the same time that four towns in
Maguindanao del Sur in the Bangsamoro region were also submerged in floodwater due
to torrential rains spawned by the ICTZ, displacing over 30,000 persons.

Swollen rivers

Kumalarang Mayor Ruel Molina on Monday said the flooding started Saturday afternoon
after the rise of the water level of Kumalarang’'s two big waterways, the Secade and
Kumalarang Rivers. Affected barangays included Poblacion, Secade, Boyugan East,
Bogayo and Gawil.

Ronnie Villanueva, chief of the Zamboanga del Sur Provincial DRRMO, said food packs
provided by the provincial government were immediately distributed to at least 1,300
households affected by the floods.

Among the infrastructure that sustained heavy damage was a river control structure in
the town’s Barangay Boyugan East, a project requested by Molina from the national
government but has yet to be turned over by its contractor to the Department of Public
Works and Highways.

Even mosques and Christian churches were not spared from the flood that reached 2
meters high in some areas, according to the MDRRMO.
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The disaster response body also registered newly harvested rice, corn and copra
among the damaged crops.

The municipal government-owned buildings, including the Rural Health Unit, public
market, the municipal covered court and the ground floor of the municipal hall have
been submerged in floodwaters since Saturday.

On Monday, the MDRRMO was still conducting an overall assessment of all the

damages caused by the floods, while receiving donations that poured in from groups
and individuals from the neighboring towns.
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PH, Mongolia deepen bilateral ties in landmark diplomatic talks
By: Marita Moaje

The Philippines and Mongolia strengthened their economic and strategic partnership in
a historic visit by Mongolian Foreign Minister Batmunkh Battsetseg on Monday, after
over four decades.

In his speech on Monday, Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo described the visit
as a milestone in the Philippines-Mongolia relationship, noting the productive bilateral
meeting with Battsetseg, that led to the issuance of the two nations’ first bilateral
statement since 2000.

Battsetseg also paid a courtesy call on President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.

“The Philippines and Mongolia are two of the fastest-growing economies not only in
Asia but in the world. The future of our bilateral partnership finds strength in our two
resource-rich economies,” Manalo said.

“As middle-income countries, we share an interest in pursuing cooperation to sustain
our promising development trajectories,” he added.

In a joint statement, Manalo and Battsetseg reaffirmed the enduring bonds of friendship
between the Philippines and Mongolia, emphasizing that bilateral ties are founded on a
shared commitment to peaceful coexistence and mutually beneficial cooperation.

The two officials also highlighted common values such as freedom, democracy and
human rights, as they stressed the importance of an open, inclusive and rules-based
international order grounded in international law, equity and justice.

The two sides agreed to advance cooperation in trade and investment, food security,
English language training and regional security.

“The Secretary and the Minister reaffirmed their shared commitment to strengthening
trade and investment ties by fostering sustainable economic growth and private sector
collaboration, while advancing comprehensive trade cooperation, expanding trade
volume, and promoting mutually beneficial market access,” the joint statement read.
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Both nations expressed satisfaction with the progress on a memorandum of
understanding on agricultural cooperation that aligns with the priorities of both President
Marcos and Mongolian President Ukhnaa Khurelsukh, who have each declared food
security as a national agenda.

Meanwhile, recognizing Mongolia’s designation of English as its second official
language, the Philippines launched a pilot program for Mongolian civil servants and
rural officials to study English in the Philippines, to be organized by the Technical
Cooperation Council of the Philippines and Technical Education and Skills Development
Authority.

Labor cooperation also featured prominently in the discussions, as Manalo thanked the
Mongolian government for ensuring the protection of the rights and welfare of around
500 Filipino workers in Mongolia.

“| discussed with her our desire to forge cooperative frameworks that will better protect
Filipinos in Mongolia,” he said.

The two countries identified potential cooperation in tourism, science and innovation,
disaster risk reduction, and defense.

On regional security, they reaffirmed their commitment to international law, particularly
the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and
underscored the importance of the 1982 Manila Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement
of Disputes.

The Philippines and Mongolia noted their shared vision of a world free of nuclear
weapons as they advance regional security and global disarmament goals.

“The two sides decided to continue cooperating to promote nuclear weapons-free zones
in the context of the review process of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons,” the joint statement read.

Mongolia expressed strong interest in becoming a Sectoral Dialogue Partner of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, a move supported by the Philippines. In turn,
Mongolia backed the Philippines’ bid for a non-permanent seat at the UN Security
Council for 2027-2028.

Both sides emphasized the importance of collective action to address climate change,
focusing on building resilience and prioritizing disaster risk reduction, while the
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Philippines expressed its full support for Mongolia’s hosting of the 17th Session of the
Conference of the Parties of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, to be held in
Ulaanbaatar in 2026.
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[Opinion] A pope for the environment
By: Angela Asuncion

Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost, now Pope Leo XIV, has been very outspoken about
the climate and environmental crisis as well as human rights, through his deep faith and
leadership. Faith-based environmental leaders as well as global and Philippine climate
leaders lauded his election last May 8.

At a seminar in November 2024 in Rome, Prevost said that it is time to move “from
words to action” on the environmental crisis facing humanity, based on the Social
Doctrine of the Church. Prevost further cautioned against the “harmful” consequences
of technological development and reiterated the Holy See’s commitment to protecting
the environment, enumerating examples, like the Vatican installing solar panels and
shifting to electric vehicles. He stated that “dominion over nature” — the task which God
gave humanity — should not become “tyrannical.” It must be a “relationship of
reciprocity” with the environment.

Pope Leo X1V, 69, is the first pontiff elected from the United States. Born in Chicago,
lllinois, he served as president of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America and
Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, and worked for many years in Peru, including as
bishop of Chiclayo in the northwest.

Pope Leo XIV appears to be aligned with his predecessor Pope Francis, who issued the
church’s first encyclical on protecting the earth and “care for our common home,”
Laudato Si’, and was active on environmental issues throughout his papacy.

Jefferson Chua, GreenPeace Philippines campaigner, states, “There are encouraging
signs that Leo XIV’s papacy will be one of continuity from

Francis, especially with the latter’'s concern for the environment. Leo XIV can potentially
usher in a papacy that takes on a courageous stance against corporate power,
especially those that have been responsible for the climate crisis, drawing from the
social vision of his nominal predecessor Leo Xlll. We hope that he imbibes the
missionary zeal from his life’s work to reach out to the margins of the climate crisis, and
take on the challenge of relentlessly calling for justice and accountability on their
behalf.”

16


https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2025/05/20/2444382/pope-environment

In addition, a recent press release shared that faith-based advocates and climate
campaigners across Europe and from the Philippines gathered at the May 8 Annual
General Meeting of Standard Chartered, calling for an end to its fossil fuels financing.
Bishop Gerry Alminaza of Caritas Philippines reminded board members and
shareholders.

“Companies are locking us into yet another fossil fuel — liquefied natural gas — which we
must import and which has already doubled our power generation tariffs... In the
climate-vulnerable Philippines, the Catholic Church has committed to respond to the
climate crisis, pledging to divest from banks that support fossil fuels by the end of this
year. This commitment reflects the vision of Laudato Si’, where Pope Francis calls on all
of us to take shared responsibility and ensure genuine action for one another and our
planet.”

Ana Toni of Brazil, COP 30 CEO, said: “As the climate crisis reaches unprecedented
levels, it is very encouraging to learn that the new Pope Leo XIV, appears to align
closely with Pope Francis when it comes to climate change. Cardinal Robert Prevost
has urged us to ‘move from words to action,” which is also the motto for COP30. The
COP30 presidency hopes to welcome Pope Leo XIV in Belem in November to help us
reach a climate agreement that will mark a turning point in the creation of a more
prosperous, safer, fairer and sustainable future.”

Lorna Gold, executive director of Laudato Si’ Movement, sees this as “a kairos moment
— a time of unity and bold action. Pope Leo XIV is the pope needed at this moment: a
man who stands for unity, peace and action for our planet. A man who will no doubt
continue in the tradition of Leo Xlll who broke the mould and ushered in a new era with
the first Catholic social teaching, Rerum Novarum.

“As a man who has served communities in Peru and called for action on climate justice,
we look forward to his leadership at this critical time. Together with the grassroots
leaders, bishops, women and men religious and priests that we collaborate with daily,
we’ll continue walking the path towards climate and ecological justice.”
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MANILA BULLETIN

Sweden and the Philippines bolster partnership in responsible, sustainable
mining and climate action

Acknowledging the significance of mining in the economic, social, and environmental
domains for both Sweden and the Philippines, Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo Loyzaga of
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) spearheaded a
delegation to Sweden. Luis Sarmiento, president of the Philippine Mine Safety and
Environment Association; Engr. Adrian Caamifio from Mindanao State University; and
Swedish companies Epiroc and Volvo Construction Equipment also joined the
delegation.

Business Sweden and the Embassy of Sweden in Manila hosted the high-level mining
delegation to Sweden, which focused on knowledge-sharing and provided firsthand
exposure to Sweden’s advanced clean mining solutions.

Sweden is a leading mining nation at the forefront of sustainable and innovative mining
technologies, accounting for approximately 90% of all iron ore production in Europe,
and ranked No. 1 in the 2024 Global Sustainable Competitiveness Index. Swedish
companies represent about 65% of the global underground mining equipment market
share and have developed initiatives such as the Hybrit green steel production and
electrified and automated mines, resulting in increased safety.

Sweden’s history in mining dates back more than 800 years, and the past century has
been marked by a successful triple-helix collaboration bringing together government,
the private sector, and academia for research and innovation. Currently, there are 13
mines in operation, including the world’s largest underground iron ore mine in Kiruna.
Swedish Minister for Climate and the Environment Romina Pourmokhtari and Secretary
Loyzaga met bilaterally and exchanged views on possible areas of cooperation,
including in the fields of green transition, sustainable mining, disaster risk management,
water quality and supply management, ocean and coastal protection, forestry, and
infrastructure projects arising from the Philippine National Adaptation Plan 2023-2050
and the Implementation Plan for the Republic of the Philippines’ Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) 2020-2030.

“The Philippines appreciates Sweden’s pledge to contribute to the Fund for responding
to Loss and Damage. The Philippines, as the host of the Board of the Fund, ensures
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that the Fund is used in accordance with the objectives set forth during the 27th
Conference of Parties in 2022,” said Secretary Loyzaga, who is also President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s representative in the Climate Change Commission.

In the delegation program, Business Sweden Deputy CEO Johan Snellman and
Business Sweden Director for Mining and New Materials Mikael Johansson presented
Sweden’s long history in mining. They also discussed the initiatives of the Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), the International Council of
Swedish Industry (NIR), and the Swedish Export Credit Agency (EKN) across markets
focusing on responsible and sustainable mining.

Swedish mining and mineral processing company Boliden provided an overview of its
operations and sustainable ways of working. Volvo CE also presented its experience in
responsible and sustainable mining and its collaboration with mining companies.

Secretary Loyzaga connected with leaders of the Swedish private sector during the visit.
She met with Marcus Wallenberg, chairman of the Wallenberg Sphere, upon his
invitation. They discussed the business climate and the priority areas in sustainable,
responsible extraction of resources, considering the Philippines’ diverse ecosystems.

Secretary Loyzaga also paid a visit to Acting Managing Director of Stora Enso Skog AB
Henrik Lenning and Sustainability Director at Stora Enso AB Marie Saxe. Their
conversations revolved around tools and processes used in forest management, key
considerations in harvesting from forests and plantations, optimization of harvested
trees, and the commitment of Stora Enso to ensure a net-positive impact on biodiversity
in its forests and plantations. Stora Enso AB is one of the largest private forest owners
in the world and a leading provider of renewable products in packaging, biomaterials,
and wooden construction.

Lulea University of Technology (LTU) also welcomed the Philippine delegation. They
discussed the potential for increased resource efficiency, for example, the reuse of
tailings (the leftover materials in the extraction of precious minerals) and increased
safety practices in tropical and disaster-prone areas. LTU underscored its ongoing
collaboration with the University of the Philippines and Caraga State University,
focusing on research and supporting study programs at the master’s level.

"We look forward to fostering future collaborations for a more sustainable mining

industry,” said Thomas Aiglsperger, director of the Center for Advanced Mining and
Metallurgy.
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The Philippine delegation visited Epiroc headquarters in Sickla, near Stockholm, where
their underground mine serves as a test bed. They also toured the Falun Copper Mine
in Dalarna, eastern Sweden, a UNESCO heritage site once responsible for 70% of the
western world's copper production in the 17th century, now a museum. The delegation
was hosted by Dalarna Governor Helena Hoij, Anna Bjorkman, and Maud Hallmans
from Invest in Dalarna.

Additionally, the delegation visited the Viscaria mine, a copper-iron ore project in the
Kiruna mining district, and met with its CEO, Jérgen Olsson. The program concluded
with a visit to LKAB's Kiruna mine, the world's largest and most modern underground
iron ore mine.

Secretary Loyzaga emphasized the drive of the current administration toward the
establishment of a positive environment for responsible mining. The common priorities
are linked to climate action, including the transition to a low-carbon economy,
sustainable forestry, energy efficiency, and renewable energy.

“This mission is particularly significant as Sweden is a global leader in sustainable
minerals development. This is also crucial given the global geopolitical shifts and the
growing impacts of climate change,” remarked Secretary Loyzaga.

Ambassador of Sweden to the Philippines Anna Ferry underscored that this is a key
initiative to support the Philippines in its green transition and Sweden’s continuous
commitment to strengthening, deepening, and furthering collaboration with the
Philippines.
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PH, EU Join Forces On Satellite Tech For Disaster Preparedness
By: Roy C. Mabasa

European and Filipino disaster experts will convene in Makati on May 20 and 21 for a
two-day workshop aimed at advancing the use of Earth observation technologies in
disaster preparedness and early warning systems.

Jointly organized by the Delegation of the European Union to the Philippines and the
Department of National Defense, the event will focus on how satellite imaging and
remote sensing can enhance the country’s response to natural hazards such as
typhoons, earthquakes, and floods.

The workshop forms part of the EU-Philippines partnership under Copernicus, the EU’s
flagship Earth observation program that supports environmental monitoring, disaster
risk management, and climate change adaptation. It is also aligned with the EU’s Global
Gatewayinitiative, which promotes sustainable investments in green and digital
infrastructure across partner nations.

“Earth monitoring is more vital than ever, especially for a disaster-prone country like the
Philippines,” said EU Ambassador to the Philippines Massimo Santoro. “This workshop
is an opportunity for experts from both sides to share knowledge and strengthen our
collective resilience to climate change.”

Keynote addresses will be delivered by Climate Change Commission Secretary Robert
Borje, along with senior officials from the Department of National Defense and the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources. Science and Technology Secretary
Renato Solidum Jr. and Philippine Space Agency Director General Joel Joseph
Marciano Jr. will present insights on the Philippines’ disaster risk landscape and the
roles of their respective agencies in strengthening preparedness and mitigation.

As one of the world’s most disaster-vulnerable nations, the Philippines is increasingly
embracing advanced technologies to manage risk. Supporting these efforts, the EU has
established Southeast Asia’s first Copernicus data center in the Philippines, providing
real-time access to Earth observation data from a constellation of around 20 European
satellites and ground stations.
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The workshop will emphasize technical collaboration, sharing of best practices, and
capacity-building to help strengthen the Philippines’ ability to anticipate and respond to
disasters.

=END=
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