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How sucking CO2 from the sea could boost atmospheric clean-up
With relentless heat, can kids truly learn?

EU plans new subsidies for farmers to save water

Climate Justice Begins in the Womb

Philippines Urged to Boost Green Investment Amid Climate Push
[Opinion] Does the world need another climate fund?

Baguio makes headway on sustainable development goals
Floods displace thousands in Maguindanao del Sur
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How sucking CO2 from the sea could boost atmospheric clean-up

A trial is underway on England’s south coast where scientists are trialing a method to
extract CO2 from seawater, which absorbs carbon from the atmosphere.
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With relentless heat, can kids truly learn?
By: Claudeth Mocon-Ciriaco

Too hot to learn. As early as now, Save the Children and Vrije Universiteit Brussel are
already sounding the alarm as extreme heat can make it harder for students to learn
and will have a great impact on their health.

BUSINESS WORLD

EU plans new subsidies for farmers to save water

The European Commission has drafted plans to offer new subsidies to farmers who
invest in wasting less water, when the bloc’s huge farming subsidy program is renewed,
according to a draft Commission proposal seen by Reuters.
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DAILY GUARDIAN

Climate Justice Begins in the Womb

Extreme heat is no longer just an environmental concern — it is a public health crisis
with devastating consequences for pregnant women, especially in low-resource
communities.

Philippines Urged to Boost Green Investment Amid Climate Push

The Philippines must accelerate its climate transition through systems-level reforms and
increased green financing to stay on track with its 2030 climate goals, according to the
latest Southeast Asia’s Green Economy 2025 Report published by Bain & Company,
Temasek, GenZero, Google, and Standard Chartered.
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[Opinion] Does the world need another climate fund?
By: Georgia Hammersley

Brazil has announced plans to launch a US$125 billion fund for the protection of tropical
forests. It is a key element of the country’s plan to ensure the success of the next United
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30), which Brazil will host. But, at a time
when some of the world’s richest economies are slashing their foreign-aid budgets, and
the United States is turning its back on climate action altogether, does the world really
need another climate fund?
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Baquio makes headway on sustainable development goals
By: Vincent Cabreza

The summer capital has made significant progress in achieving its sustainable
development goals (SDGs) by adopting innovative strategies and embracing a circular
economy, according to the latest government performance review.
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Floods displace thousands in Maguindanao del Sur
By: Edwin O. Fernandez

Torrential rains spawned by the intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ) that prevailed in
Mindanao triggered flooding in three towns of Maguindanao del Sur on Saturday,
displacing more than 30,000 residents, officials said.
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How sucking CO2 from the sea could boost atmospheric clean-up

A trial is underway on England’s south coast where scientists are trialing a method to
extract CO2 from seawater, which absorbs carbon from the atmosphere.

Around 25 percent of carbon dioxide (CO2), the most prolific greenhouse gas emitted
by human activity, is absorbed by the oceans and extracting it allows the seawater to
absorb more, in turn helping combat climate change.

“Essentially there is a lot of carbon dioxide in seawater, more so than there is in air," the
University of Exeter's Professor Paul Halloran, told Reuters.

Seawater contains about 150 times more CO2 than air, making it a more efficient
medium for carbon capture, according to Halloran.

"So extracting it from seawater, rather than air is a sensible starting point," he said.

The project, called SeaCURE, involves acidifying seawater which converts dissolved
carbon into a gas again that is then captured and stored.

The treated water is subsequently rebalanced using alkaline substances before being
returned to the marine environment.

Although the current scale is limited - the project removes a modest 100 tonnes of CO2
annually, roughly equivalent to the emissions of a one-way transatlantic flight - the aim
is to assess the feasibility of expanding this method as part of broader carbon dioxide
removal strategies.

As marine organisms such as phytoplankton and molluscs depend on dissolved carbon
for processes like photosynthesis and shell formation, understanding and mitigating any
adverse effects is essential.

"We're still gathering the science to make well-informed decisions about this. And one of
the things we're doing is those environmental impact experiments," Guy Hooper, a PhD
student at the University of Exeter, told Reuters.

"We just want to make sure that we are doing this from a science perspective, so that
we can make sure it's environmentally sound and scientifically sound."

The team added that scaling up the process faces challenges, including high energy
demands and costs, which the pilot aims to address.

The SeaCURE pilot project, built at Weymouth SEA LIFE Centre with UK government
funding, is led by the University of Exeter's Global Systems Institute, alongside
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Plymouth Marine Laboratory, Brunel University London and industrial partner Eliquo
Hydrok.
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With relentless heat, can kids truly learn?
By: Claudeth Mocon-Ciriaco

Too hot to learn. As early as now, Save the Children and Vrije Universiteit Brussel are
already sounding the alarm as extreme heat ca

According to a new global report, a global temperature rise of 3.5 degrees Celsius—a
possible worst-case scenario—could put 93.5 percent of Filipinos born in 2020, or about
1.4 million children, to unprecedented lifetime exposure to heatwaves.

Rexel Abrigo, Save the Children Philippines’ Environmental Health Advisor, noted that 5
-year-olds are already staying indoors because it's too hot to play outside—sweating,
dizzy, and restless, as even summer break offers no relief from the dangerous heat.

“‘And it’s just the beginning. They'll grow up facing even hotter temperatures, with
greater risks of dehydration, heatstroke, and other health problems. That's why the
Paris Agreement’s 1.5 degrees Celsius goal is more than a target, it's a lifeline for
children,” said Abrigo.

The findings from “Born into the Climate Crisis 2,” an expanded study by Save the
Children and Vrije Universiteit Brussel, showed children in low-income countries such
as the Philippines are among the most affected. The study was released in time for the
10th anniversary of the Paris Agreement, which sets the long-term temperature goal of
limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

It also noted that homes and schools are often not built to withstand extreme heat and
lack cooling systems, electricity, or running water. Many children in these situations will
face “unprecedented lifetime exposure” to climate extremes, events so rare they'd
normally happen only once in 10,000 lifetimes.

Likewise, experts warn that avoiding this grim future requires ambitious and urgent
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.

If the global temperature increase is limited to 1.5 degrees Celsius by 2100, the number
of Filipino children born in 2020 facing extreme heat exposure could drop to 55.2
percent or just 843,834 individuals, the study added.

Child-focused climate adaptation

With this, Save the Children Philippines is currently working with children, communities,
partners, and government agencies to expand child-focused climate adaptation
programs in critical sectors such as Health, Education, and Protection.

“Children did not cause the climate crisis, but they are suffering most from its impact.
That’'s why our programs are designed not just to protect them, but also to equip them
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with the knowledge and tools they need to survive, build resilience, and adapt,” said
Abrigo.

One such program is the “Child-Centered Community-Based Adaptation,” which has
reached 20,078 children, youth, and community members who now have critical
knowledge and skills to build resilience against climate change.

The child’s rights organization, through the “Building Resilient Futures” project, is also
equipping adolescents aged 10-17 with essential green skills and supporting innovation
labs in schools to enable mitigation and adaptation action at the community level.

Save the Children Philippines continues to partner with the Department of Education
(DepEd), Department of Health (DOH), Department of Environment and Natural
Resources, Climate Change Commission, and climate-focused organizations like the
Oscar M. Lopez Center and the World Wide Fund for Nature to protect children from the
impacts of a rapidly warming world.

DepEd’s take

For its part, DepEd said that its priority “remains the safety and well-being of our
learners and teachers.”

As temperatures soar across the country, Education Secretary Juan Edgardo “Sonny”
Angara has ordered immediate measures to protect learners and teachers from the
sweltering heat.

The DepEd has rolled out interventions to ensure learning continues safely, following
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s reminder to ensure uninterrupted learning despite
environmental challenges.

To mitigate the effects of extreme heat, DepEd has instructed field offices and schools
to take preventive actions, including adjusting class schedules, adopting alternative
delivery modes if necessary, improving classroom ventilation, and ensuring access to
hydration stations.

“We are deeply concerned about our learners’ and teachers’ safety. We are closely
coordinating with our field offices to assess the situation in schools and determine the
best course of action given the extreme heat,” Angara said.

Before the school year 2024-2025 ended in March 31, 2025, when scorching heat was
experienced in some areas in the country, DepEd had advised schools to conduct
morning sessions from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m., allow asynchronous learning from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., and hold afternoon sessions from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Additional rest and hydration breaks are encouraged, particularly in non-air-conditioned
classrooms.



DepEd also underscored the importance of keeping classrooms well-ventilated.

Schools are advised to maximize natural ventilation by opening windows, removing
obstructions that restrict airflow, and installing additional fans and cooling devices.

Other safety measures include limiting outdoor activities during peak heat hours,
ensuring access to potable water, and providing first-aid kits with cooling packs and
emergency thermometers. Health personnel are tasked with monitoring cases of heat-
related illnesses, such as heat cramps, exhaustion, and stroke.

In terms of suspension, DepEd clarifies that—in contrast to policies to protect children
during heavy rainfall or storms—there is no automatic suspension of classes due to
extreme heat under its current policy. However, local chief executives may declare class
suspensions in affected areas.

In this scenario, schools will shift to alternative learning performance-based tasks, or
make-up classes to ensure that learning competencies are still met.

In case there is no automatic suspension of classes and in the absence of a declaration
from the local government units, DepEd’s policy also allows school heads and ALS
(Alternative Learning System) coordinators to suspend in-person classes if excessive
heat poses health risks to students and teachers.

Offices and schools are instructed to prepare and use self-learning modules (SLMs) and
Dynamic Learning Program (DLP) tools in case of shift to ADM.

Updated interim guidelines

Acting on the instructions of the President, Health Secretary Teodoro J. Herbosa,
meanwhile, has released updated interim guidelines on preventing and managing
extreme heat health impacts.

Dated and first circulated on March 7, 2025, DOH Department Memorandum No. 2025-
0114 outlines measures to beat the health impacts of heat.

DOH DM 2025-0114 directs all DOH units including Department-retained hospitals and
health facilities like the Bagong Urgent Care and Ambulatory Services (BUCAS) centers
to implement key strategies themselves, and to cascade the same to and coordinate
with local government units (LGUs) through mechanisms like PuroKalusugan which was
launched in a recent National Health Sector Meeting.

The key strategies are grouped into service continuity, that includes facility and staff
preparedness and networking; public health literacy; establishment of cooling centers;
climate-resilient health infrastructure, that includes hydration stations; and prompt
detection and monitoring of heat-related illnesses.



Well-ventilated areas

Cooling centers are air-conditioned or well-ventilated areas close to public
transportation routes that shall be made available and accessible to the general public,
with priority to the elderly, young children, pregnant women, and persons with
disabilities.

Hydration stations will make clean and safe drinking water continuously available to the
public in all DOH facilities, especially during the anticipated peak hot hours from 9 am to
4 pm.

“The Department of Health, together with the entire government, is prepared to face the
hot weather. Always check the heat index forecast of PAGASA for your area or vicinity.
Wear loose, white or light-colored, and lightweight clothing,” said Herbosa.

“‘Always drink clean water and avoid the heat from 9 am to 4 pm. Call 911, 1555 (DOH),
or 143 (Philippine Red Cross) for emergencies,” added Herbosa.
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EU plans new subsidies for farmers to save water

The European Commission has drafted plans to offer new subsidies to farmers who
invest in wasting less water, when the bloc’s huge farming subsidy program is renewed,
according to a draft Commission proposal seen by Reuters.

The European Union’s (EU) Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) of farming subsidies is
worth around 387 billion euros, about a third of the bloc’s overall budget for 2021-2027.
EU countries are preparing for tough negotiations, later this year, on their next budget
for the post-2027 period.

A draft EU policy proposal to address the intense pressure on Europe’s water supplies
from industry and climate change, said the next CAP would include new “transition
packages” of advice and funding for farmers to improve their water management.

“The Commission will include, under the future CAP, Transition Packages aiming to
support and reward farmers engaging in transformational and structural changes to
improve the environmental and climate performance of their holdings, including towards
a better water management,” according to the draft.

The subsidies could help farmers pay for more drought-resistant crops, or precision
irrigation tools that waste less water than traditional irrigation systems.

Agriculture is one of the sectors worst affected by climate change. Europe’s farmers are
already suffering under increasing drought and flooding, which has ravaged recent
cereal and fruit crop yields.

Yet at the same time, the EU has loosened other environmental measures on farming,
in response to intense political pressure from farmers’ protests over EU rules they say
are too burdensome.

The European Commission on Wednesday proposed weakening environmental
conditions on existing EU farming subsidies, as part of plans to cut bureaucracy for
farmers.

The Commission’s draft water strategy said the European Investment Bank (EIB) will
also increase its spending on water sector investments, including for restoring
ecosystems like wetlands that can help buffer against floods.

It did not specify the amount of EIB funding, which the EU is still discussing internally.

A European Commission spokesperson did not immediately respond to a request for
comment on the draft, which is due to be published in June.
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Climate Justice Begins in the Womb

Extreme heat is no longer just an environmental concern — it is a public health crisis
with devastating consequences for pregnant women, especially in low-resource
communities.

A new report from Climate Central lays bare a growing tragedy: the Philippines ranks
among Asia’s worst countries for climate-driven pregnancy heat exposure, recording an
average of 36 high-risk heat days each year between 2020 and 2024. Of these, 30 were
directly attributed to human-caused climate change.

Zamboanga City emerged as one of Asia’s most affected urban areas, experiencing an
average of 42 such heat-risk days annually. Alarmingly, 98 percent of these were linked
to climate change. For expectant mothers, even one day of extreme heat can elevate
the risk of preterm birth, hypertension, gestational diabetes, and stillbith —
complications that carry both human and economic costs.

This is now a health issue and a moral dilemma. It is climate injustice in its most
intimate form. Women who have contributed the least to global emissions are now
bearing the heaviest burden of a crisis they did not create. In the face of worsening
heat, pregnancy is becoming more perilous — and the womb, once a place of safety, is
being turned into a battleground by climate change.

Yet amid this sobering picture, there is still hope — and a path forward that affirms both
agency and dignity.

We do not need to wait for long-term global carbon reductions to begin protecting
mothers now. There are actionable, community-based interventions that can make a
difference today. The Department of Health (DOH), together with local government
units, can establish prenatal cooling centers — simple, low-cost spaces where pregnant
women can seek relief during peak heat. These centers don’t require expensive
infrastructure: shaded waiting areas, solar-powered fans, hydration stations, and basic
first aid can go a long way in preventing heat-related complications.

Technology can also be leveraged to save lives. A nationwide “heat alert” system, using
SMS or mobile apps, can notify pregnant women when temperatures reach dangerous
levels. These alerts could provide health tips, hydration reminders, or tell them when to
delay travel to clinics.

But adaptation should not stop there. Climate change must be integrated into our health
education system. Future midwives, nurses, and doctors should be trained to recognize
heat-related pregnancy risks and manage them in both clinical and home settings. Our
rural health workers — often the only accessible care providers in remote barangays —
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are the frontliners of this slow-onset disaster. Their experience and adaptive intelligence
must be recognized, supported, and included in national disaster risk reduction
strategies.

Moreover, maternal health must be prioritized in climate financing. Wealthy nations and
global climate institutions owe a debt not only for lost crops and sunken coastlines, but
also for premature deliveries and the quiet grief of stillbirths caused by fossil-fueled
heat. Climate justice must include reproductive justice — and that means channeling
international funds to support maternal health infrastructure, equipment, and emergency
response systems in countries like the Philippines.

Filipino mothers should not have to choose between carrying life and surviving heat.
Their resilience must not be mistaken for acceptance of suffering. They are not just
passive victims of a broken climate, but agents of hope, survival, and change. The
voices of mothers navigating both poverty and climate extremes must be heard — not
as footnotes in scientific reports, but as central figures in the global climate story.

To protect mothers is to protect the future. Climate action that begins in the womb is not
just compassionate — it is essential. If we cannot shield our mothers and babies from
the heat, then what future are we building? It's time for climate policy to put maternal
health at its core.
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Philippines Urged to Boost Green Investment Amid Climate Push

The Philippines must accelerate its climate transition through systems-level reforms and
increased green financing to stay on track with its 2030 climate goals, according to the
latest Southeast Asia’s Green Economy 2025 Report published by Bain & Company,
Temasek, GenZero, Google, and Standard Chartered.

The report introduced a “systems-based approach” that could enable Southeast Asia
(SEA) to close 50% of its emissions gap, create 900,000 new jobs, and boost GDP by
USD 120 billion, equivalent to a 2% rise by 2030.

For the Philippines, however, the path remains uneven.

In 2024, private green investments in the country dropped by 12% to USD 1.28 billion or
approximately PHP 72 billion, down from USD 1.46 billion in 2023.

This accounts for 16% of total green investments across the six major SEA economies
(SEA-6: Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam).

The country performed moderately across multiple decarbonization metrics.

While infrastructure and technology progress improved—marked by enhanced grid
connectivity and electric vehicle (EV) charging stations—investment and policy
accelerators still lagged behind peers.

“With just five years to 2030, our window for action to avoid the worst effects of climate
change is rapidly closing,” said Franziska Zimmermann, Managing Director of
Sustainability at Temasek.

“We need to increase the momentum and focus on pragmatic solutions with near-term
impact,” she added.

The Philippine government’s Clean Energy Finance and Investment Roadmap (CEFIR)
and the National Renewable Energy Program (NREP) aim to provide direction for
capital mobilization and energy transition.

The Department of Energy targets 35% renewable energy (RE) share in the energy mix

by 2040 and a 75% greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction by 2030, albeit without a national
net-zero commitment.
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Despite these goals, the share of RE in the country’s electricity mix stood at only 22% in
2024.

Moreover, while all publicly listed companies are now mandated to disclose climate-
related risks, the Philippines has yet to implement a carbon tax.

“Our current policies still fall short of creating strong market incentives,” said Dale
Hardcastle, co-director of Bain & Company’s Global Sustainability Innovation Center.

He warned that without systemic solutions and stronger financing models, “we risk
delaying the benefits of green growth.”

One of the major issues identified in the report is the fragmentation in the bioeconomy—
such as palm oil and rice—which contributes roughly 30% of the country’s emissions.

Smallholder farmers, outdated supply chains, unclear land ownership, and weak carbon
pricing systems hinder progress in this space.

Enhancing value through nature-based solutions (e.g., reforestation), improving
agricultural yields, and regulatory streamlining are listed as top-priority interventions.

In transport, low EV penetration remains a bottleneck.
Battery electric vehicles (BEVs) made up only 0.4% of total four-wheeler sales in 2024.

The report calls for a dual strategy: increasing domestic EV demand while scaling
production to retain regional competitiveness and meet emission goals.

To support energy grid modernization, cross-border power trading, and renewable
integration, regional collaboration is essential.

In 2024, the Philippines helped unify major Southeast Asian electricity grids, a step
seen as critical to enabling flexible and clean power distribution across borders.

However, national investments into grid modernization remain below the scale needed,

highlighting a USD 50 billion annual funding gap across SEA to implement these
solutions by 2030.
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Green industrial clusters—zones that co-locate manufacturing and renewable
infrastructure—are proposed as a fast-track way to attract investment and reduce
emissions.

The report further outlined three enablers to unlock systems-level gains: green finance,
carbon markets, and artificial intelligence (Al).

Mike Samson, CEO and Head of Client Coverage at Standard Chartered, said: “The
sustainable economy is not just an environmental imperative; it is also our biggest
opportunity to drive inclusive and sustainable growth.”

In the financial sector, blended finance models such as Pentagreen Capital are gaining
traction.

Pentagreen is financing an USD 80 million initiative to roll out utility-scale solar and
battery storage in the Philippines and Indonesia.

Locally, the Asian Development Bank also extended a USD 30 million loan to fund 35
public-private infrastructure projects in the country.

These efforts signal a rising but still insufficient level of capital dedicated to climate
transition.

Anshari Rahman, Director of Policy and Analytics at GenZero, noted: “Southeast Asia’s
carbon markets are gaining momentum, but we can do more to unlock their full climate

and economic potential.”

He emphasized the importance of building high-integrity carbon credits and compliance
systems to attract long-term investment.

The Philippines has begun aligning with these market trends but lacks a formal carbon
trading framework.

Meanwhile, the region’s Al-related energy consumption is rising, as data centers
expand at a compound annual growth rate of 19% through 2030.

While these facilities contribute to emissions, smart applications of Al could cut
emissions in agriculture, energy, and transport by 3—5%.
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Spencer Low, APAC Head of Regional Sustainability at Google, explained: “We need to
responsibly manage the environmental footprint of Al and data centers while identifying
scalable Al applications that help reduce emissions.”

Google has pledged investments in renewable energy, including geothermal and
offshore wind projects in the Asia-Pacific region.

Despite macroeconomic headwinds such as inflation and geopolitical uncertainty,
foreign direct investment into the SEA-6 green economy more than tripled in 2024.

Foreign investments from outside APAC rose by 200%, while APAC investors doubled
their contributions, helping compensate for a 40% drop in domestic Philippine green
investment.

Analysts say this underscores the need for the Philippines to create stronger domestic
financing pipelines, including public-private partnerships, to sustain momentum.

According to the report, if successfully implemented, these systems-based solutions
could help the Philippines reduce its emissions by up to 50% of the projected gap in
2030, increase energy security, and improve long-term resilience.

The study concludes that “green growth is no longer just a climate agenda—it is a
national development strategy.”

It recommends that the country scale climate finance mechanisms, support carbon
market development, and leverage Al and regional cooperation to accelerate its green

transition.

As the climate clock ticks toward 2030, the Philippines is being called to take bolder,
coordinated steps.

Stakeholders agree: the tools exist, the frameworks are forming—what remains is the
political will and investment to implement them at scale.
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[Opinion] Does the world need another climate fund?
By: Georgia Hammersley

Brazil has announced plans to launch a US$125 billion fund for the protection of tropical
forests. It is a key element of the country’s plan to ensure the success of the next United
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30), which Brazil will host. But, at a time
when some of the world’s richest economies are slashing their foreign-aid budgets, and
the United States is turning its back on climate action altogether, does the world really
need another climate fund?

Over the past three decades, more than 60 multilateral funds have emerged to raise
financing for climate action in developing countries. Most are small and obscure, leaving
around 19 sizable entities — including the Green Climate Fund (GCF), the Global
Environment Facility (GEF), the Adaptation Fund (AF), and Climate Investment Funds
(CIFs) — that publicly report on their activities.

In theory, each entity serves a worthy purpose, and a few have gained some traction. In
particular, the GCF has emerged as the second-largest multilateral provider of grant-
based climate finance to the most vulnerable countries (after the World Bank). But,
overall, their contributions are underwhelming. In 2021-22, the 19 funds tracked by the
UN’s Standing Committee on Finance delivered a mere US$3.7 billion — roughly $195
million per fund. That is far less than the US$55.7 billion that multilateral development
banks collectively provided for climate action, and nowhere near the trillions of dollars
that developing economies need annually to close the climate-finance gap.

A key problem is that donors have not been stepping up to fund these entities. The US
— the world’s biggest economy and largest historical greenhouse-gas emitter —
committed to providing a measly US$17.5 million to the much-touted Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD), agreed at COP28 in Dubai. At COP29 in
Baku, the AF fell well short of its US$300 million funding target, leaving it struggling to
bankroll even the projects that are already in its pipeline.

Now, even these modest contributions are set to dry up. President Donald Trump’s
administration has withdrawn the US from the Paris climate agreement, abandoned the
FRLD and other funds, and dismantled the country’s foreign-aid apparatus. While not all
wealthy economies are following in America’s footsteps, many — including Belgium,
Canada, Finland, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, and the
United Kingdom, as well as the European Union — are also tightening their purse strings.
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Together with the US, these donors accounted for 69 per cent of bilateral climate
commitments to developing countries in 2021 to 2022 and supplied 74 per cent of
contributions to climate funds since 2003. In other words, raising climate finance —
always a difficult task — is becoming a Herculean one, meaning that countries are going
to have to figure out how to do more with less. The last thing the world needs is for this
limited capital to be funnelled into a fragmented, inefficient system composed of dozens
of narrow climate funds.

Climate funds were created to address shortcomings of existing multilateral institutions
like the World Bank. For example, they offer “direct access” funding to national and
regional entities, thereby promoting country ownership and helping to build institutional
capacity. Moreover, their smaller scale and larger numbers were supposed to foster
healthy competition and give recipient countries more options.

But the fund landscape has become so crowded — with each entity possessing its own
accreditation rules, approval processes, and compliance requirements — that recipients
must navigate a bureaucratic maze to access any financing at all. All this red tape,
which slows disbursements considerably, is especially burdensome for the most
climate-vulnerable countries, such as small island developing states, whose institutional
capacity is already stretched thin.

It does not help that keeping all these funds running costs money. The overhead of the
Special Climate Change Fund, for example, represented more than half of its project
commitments in 2019-21. This is hardly the best use of limited climate finance.

It is also worth noting that, while climate funds are generally supposed to raise “new and
additional” financing, this has seldom happened. Instead, they tend to draw from a fixed
pool of public funds for sustainable development, which include different climate-related
projects and other critical priorities, such as health, education, and poverty reduction.

Far from creating yet another climate fund, delegates at COP30 should focus on
streamlining climate finance. A handful of funds with harmonised standards and
processes would be far better equipped to deliver efficient and accessible funding — and
ensure that as few dollars as possible are wasted.

Experience suggests that such an effort might run up against considerable resistance.
The CIFs were supposed to be a stopgap, to be wound down following the rise of the
GCF. But in 2019, their governing committee scrapped the sunset clause, insisting —
over the objections of experts and civil-society organisations — on their continued
relevance.
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Ensuring that future efforts to build a more efficient climate-finance architecture are not
similarly thwarted will require powerful actors to bring their influence to bear. This is the
kind of climate leadership the world needs from Brazil.
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Baguio makes headway on sustainable development goals
By: Vincent Cabreza

The summer capital has made significant progress in achieving its sustainable
development goals (SDGs) by adopting innovative strategies and embracing a circular
economy, according to the latest government performance review.

The report, presented May 5 by the City Planning, Development and Sustainability
Office and its consultants, highlighted strong performance in Goal 11 (making cities
inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable) and Goal 13 (taking urgent action to combat
climate change and its impacts).

“‘Baguio is on a positive track with a majority of the assessed SDG indicators,” the
review stated.

The SDGs are a United Nations initiative aiming to reduce global poverty by 50% by
2030, with 17 target areas including Goal 2 (zero hunger) and Goal 10 (reducing
inequalities).

Mayor Benjamin Magalong, who won a third term in a five-candidate race on May 12,
launched Baguio’s transformation into a smart city during his first term in 2019.

Despite global economic headwinds and the lingering impact of pandemic-era
lockdowns, the SDG report noted that Baguio’s economy remains robust. The Philippine
Statistics Authority’s April report also showed the city maintaining a 3.2% inflation rate in
March.
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Floods displace thousands in Maguindanao del Sur
By: Edwin O. Fernandez

Torrential rains spawned by the intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ) that prevailed in
Mindanao triggered flooding in three towns of Maguindanao del Sur on Saturday,
displacing more than 30,000 residents, officials said.

The Office of Civil Defense (OCD) in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM), reported on Sunday that a total of 6,023 households or some
30,115 individuals were affected by the flooding in the towns of Datu Abdullah Sangki,
Shariff Aguak and Datu Saudi Ampatuan as of Saturday.

Also flooded was the town of Datu Salibo, which serves as a catch basin for floodwater
from South Cotabato and Sultan Kudarat provinces. The water in these areas eventually
flows toward the Maguindanao marshland.

All the 17 villages of Datu Salibo were under water, with the number of affected
residents still to be counted.

The majority of the affected villages have been perennially flooded due to their location
in the Liguasan marshland, according to Joel Mamon, regional director of OCD-BARMM.

Mamon joined an aerial survey conducted by the Philippine Air Force’s Tactical
Operations Group 12 under Col. Caezar Pascua and the 6th Infantry Division public
affairs office over flood-hit areas in Maguindanao del Sur on Saturday to determine the
extent of damage in the affected localities.

Aside from displacing thousands of families in the affected towns, the OCD-BARMM
also reported infrastructural damage, including a bridge in Barangay Bagumbong,
Mamasapano town, which served as a vital link for transport and mobility in the area.

Agriculture damage

Hectares of farms planted to corn, rice, peanut and assorted crops in Datu Abdullah
Sangki town were submerged in floodwaters although the Department of Agriculture has
yet to assess the total cost of the damage.

Mamon said validation of the numbers of affected families and the total cost of damage
to infrastructure and agriculture were still ongoing.
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In Sarangani province, the municipal disaster risk reduction and management council
(MDRRMC) in Alabel town evacuated families in Barangay Baluntay on Sunday due to
flash floods following a night of heavy downpour triggered by ITCZ.

The town’s rescue teams, along with barangay officials and volunteers, worked together
to ensure the safety of affected families, according to the MDRRMC in Alabel.

Although no casualty was reported, authorities continued to monitor the weather
conditions and reminded residents in flood-prone areas to be on alert and to be

prepared for possible evacuation.

=END=
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