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Why too much carbon dioxide harms the planet
By: Julia Jacobo

Carbon dioxide may be a naturally occurring substance on Earth, but too much of its
presence has contributed to global warming, climate scientists say.

ABS CBN

Climate change increasing risk of pregnancy problems: study

Scorching heatwaves fueled by global warming are increasing the risk of dangerous
complications during pregnancies across the world, a report warned on Wednesday.

MANILA STANDARD

DENR starts clean-up of poll campaign items
By: Rio N. Araja

With the mid-term elections concluded, Department of Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary Maria Antonia Loyzaga on Wednesday directed the Environment
Management Bureau (EMB) and its field offices nationwide to lead the collection,
repurpose, reuse and recycle of campaign materials.


https://abcnews.go.com/US/carbon-dioxide-harms-planet/story?id=121749648
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/health-science/2025/5/14/climate-change-increasing-risk-of-pregnancy-problems-study-1207
https://manilastandard.net/news/314590097/denr-starts-clean-up-of-poll-campaign-items.html
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DENR calls for recycling, reuse of campaign materials
By: Marita Moaje

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is calling on local
governments and the public to take urgent action in recycling and reusing campaign
materials left behind after Monday's midterm elections.

THE MANILA TIMES

Agency pushes mechanization to deal with climate change

Farmers can deal with the challenges of climate change through mechanization,
according to the Philippine Center for Postharvest Development and Mechanization
(PhilMech).

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Pope Leo’s climate advocacy lauded

Environmental groups in the Philippines have welcomed Pope Leo XIV’s election amid
his track record of climate advocacy.
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State of climate change 2025
By: Guillermo M. Luz

The Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation recently conducted its 2nd annual State
of Climate Change Forum. The state of our environment and its effects on climate
change is one of the most important topics we need to address as a nation. In last
year’s inaugural State of Climate Change Forum, DENR Secretary Toni Yulo-Loyzaga
spoke about Engineering Partnerships for Climate Resilience. This is a theme we will
continue to push this year.
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https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1250079
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/05/15/business/agribusiness/agency-pushes-mechanization-to-deal-with-climate-change/2113491
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2025/05/15/2443232/pope-leos-climate-advocacy-lauded
https://opinion.inquirer.net/183238/state-of-climate-change-2025

ABC NEWS

Why too much carbon dioxide harms the planet
By: Julia Jacobo

Carbon dioxide may be a naturally occurring substance on Earth, but too much of its
presence has contributed to global warming, climate scientists say.

Carbon dioxide, known by the chemical formula CO2, is a gas produced by various
natural processes, including respiration in animals and plants, volcanic eruptions,
wildfires and the decay of organic matter.

But human activity since the 1800s, namely the use of fossil fuels for energy, is
overwhelming the planet's natural carbon sinks, such as oceans and forests. Therefore,
the heat-trapping gas causes global temperatures to rise as more of it accumulates in
the Earth's atmosphere.

"CO2 is rising right now because of the emissions that we're putting into the
atmosphere, and it's rising very rapidly," Barbel Honisch, professor of earth and
environmental sciences at the Columbia Climate School's Lamont-Doherty Earth
Observatory, told ABC News. "And carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas, and so it heats
the atmosphere."

But the invisible gas is also critical for life on Earth. Plants breathe it in, and humans
breathe it out.

The goal of climate mitigation isn't to remove CO2 from the atmosphere completely, but
to even out the unnatural surplus instead, said ABC News Chief Meteorologist and
Chief Climate Correspondent Ginger Zee.

"We want to get back to the natural amount of CO2," Zee said.

The consequences of extra CO2 in the atmosphere extends beyond the climate itself.
As excess greenhouse gases heat the planet, the ocean becomes more acidic,
impacting marine life, Honisch said. In addition, climate change is fueling rapid growth
of certain types of algae, further collapsing ecosystems, Honisch added.

"Climate is a combination of different components that must be just right for life to exist
on our planet," she said.

Humans have injected more than 1.5 trillion tons of CO2 into the atmosphere since the
Industrial Revolution, when the use of fossils fuels began to skyrocket, according to the
Global Carbon Budget.

Historical levels of climate change are determined by a number of processes. Samples
of ice, lake and seafloor cores indicate how much carbon dioxide existed at different


https://abcnews.go.com/US/carbon-dioxide-harms-planet/story?id=121749648

periods on the planet. In addition, more than six decades of CO2 measurements have
been taken at the Mau Loa Observatory on Hawaii's Big Island, home to the largest
active volcano in the world.

The Keeling Curve, a graph that plots concentrations of CO2 in the atmosphere over
time, uses measurements taken at Mau Loa Observatory, starting in 1958.

In 2024, CO2 levels in Earth's atmosphere reached the highest ever recorded,
according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

Curbing the emissions of greenhouse gases from fossil fuel use is key for limiting the
impacts of a warming world, such as more frequent and intense extreme weather
events and rising sea levels, climate scientists say.



ABS CBN

Climate change increasing risk of pregnancy problems: study

Scorching heatwaves fueled by global warming are increasing the risk of dangerous
complications during pregnancies across the world, a report warned on Wednesday.

Being exposed to extreme heat while pregnant has previously been linked to a range of
problems, including a higher risk of premature birth, stillbirth, birth defects and
gestational diabetes.

The new report from the US-based research group Climate Central sought to measure
how much more pregnant women have been exposed to excessive heat since 2020 --
and to what extent climate change is to blame.

In 222 out of the 247 countries and territories studied, "climate change at least doubled
the average annual number of pregnancy heat-risk days experienced during the past
five years", the report said.

The biggest increases were in developing countries where access to healthcare is
limited, such as in the Caribbean, Central and South America, the Pacific islands,
Southeast Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.

The researchers only looked at the rise in potentially dangerous hot days and did not
examine the extent to which pregnant women were actually affected by heat in the
countries.

Ana Bonell, a maternal health and extreme heat researcher at London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine not involved in the report, said it "gives clear evidence of
the growing exposure risk to extreme heat".

The findings could also apply to the elderly, another group who are more at risk during
blisteringly hot periods, she told AFP.

While researchers are increasingly documenting the many ways that extreme heat can
threaten human health, there remain "many unknowns" about the physiological
mechanisms to explain why this happens, Bonell said.

A large 2024 study in Nature Medicine estimated that heatwaves increase the odds of
having a complication during pregnancy by 1.25 times.

Beyond wider efforts to fight climate change -- which is largely caused by humans
burning fossil fuels -- experts advised local policies to help communities beat the heat.

These include "greening neighborhoods, limiting pollution, creating cool areas and
informing residents about the risks," French epidemiologist Lucie Adelaide said.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/health-science/2025/5/14/climate-change-increasing-risk-of-pregnancy-problems-study-1207

In a statement linked to the new report, she also recommended that existing information
about the health risks of heatwaves include warnings for pregnant women, who are
currently rarely mentioned in such efforts.
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DENR starts clean-up of poll campaign items
By: Rio N. Araja

With the mid-term elections concluded, Department of Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary Maria Antonia Loyzaga on Wednesday directed the Environment
Management Bureau (EMB) and its field offices nationwide to lead the collection,
repurpose, reuse and recycle of campaign materials.

She instructed the EMB to work with the civic group Green Convergence and other non-
government partners in reducing the ecological footprint of plastics, posters and
tarpaulins, in particular.

“Organizations like Green Convergence, a multi-sectoral coalition dedicated to
promoting sustainable development and environmental awareness in the Philippines,
will serve as valuable allies in this initiative, providing guidance and resources for
effective recycling efforts,” she said in a statement.

Loyzaga encouraged the public to actively participate in the collection of the campaign
materials, ensuring that these items are sent to recyclers.


https://manilastandard.net/news/314590097/denr-starts-clean-up-of-poll-campaign-items.html
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DENR calls for recycling, reuse of campaign materials
By: Marita Moaje

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is calling on local
governments and the public to take urgent action in recycling and reusing campaign
materials left behind after Monday's midterm elections.

Environment Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo Loyzaga has instructed the Environmental
Management Bureau (EMB) and its regional offices to lead a nationwide clean-up drive
and recovery efforts targeting plastic posters, tarpaulins, and other campaign
paraphernalia.

“By repurposing campaign materials, we protect biodiversity in our lands and our
oceans, while at the same time creating economic opportunities and fostering
household uses that benefit our communities,” she said.

Loyzaga said these materials, if not properly managed, would end up polluting
waterways and degrading landscapes, leading to increased pollution, habitat
destruction, and a decline in biodiversity.

She called on the public to actively participate in post-election clean-up activities by
collecting campaign materials and bringing them to designated drop-off points.

“After all, being responsible stewards of the environment demonstrates our love for our
nation and our commitment to a brighter future for all Filipinos,” she said.

The DENR is working in partnership with Green Convergence, a multi-sectoral coalition
for sustainable development, and with other civic organizations to promote proper
recycling and upcycling of campaign waste.

To operationalize the initiative, DENR Assistant Secretary and EMB Director Jacqueline
Caancan has ordered regional offices to coordinate with local government units in
organizing drop-off points, disseminating recycling information, and tracking the volume
of collected materials.

Loyzaga said the initiatives not only aim to alleviate the environmental impacts
associated with discarded campaign materials but also seek to enhance community
responsibility among Filipino citizens.


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1250079
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Agency pushes mechanization to deal with climate change

Farmers can deal with the challenges of climate change through mechanization,
according to the Philippine Center for Postharvest Development and Mechanization
(PhilMech).

Jett Subaba, representing PhilMech Director Dionisio Alvindia, said that climate action
initiatives include the development and deployment of postharvest and mechanization
technologies.

"During these times, it is not only farmers who should become resilient — technologies
should also be resilient. And technologies applicable or relevant two decades ago may
not be applicable today, because the pronounced effects of climate change in our
country," he said in a mix of English and Filipino during the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) three-day Training of Trainers (TOT) conducted in Naga City,
Camarines Sur, from May 5 to 7, 2025.

Some of the initiatives presented to the trainers by PhilMech include climate-resilient
rice technologies deployed under the Rice Competitiveness Enhancement Fund (RCEF)
-Mechanization Program. These technologies consist of four-wheel tractors with Tier 3
engines, as well as implements like rotavators, disc plows, levee makers, and front
loaders.

Also distributed under the RCEF-Mechanization Program are biomass furnaces with
mechanical dryers, precision rice seeders, and combine harvesters. These machines
help minimize greenhouse gas emissions, enable farmers to adapt to drought or limited
water supply, and facilitate timely agricultural operations.

Furthermore, the agency showcased technologies developed for climate resilience,
such as the fluidized bed dryer, which can dry high-moisture palay (unmilled rice); grain
probe moisture meter, allowing for the timely and accurate procurement of palay; and
commercialized bio-control agents designed to enhance plant density and strength
during typhoons and droughts.

Participants were encouraged to take advantage of the RCEF-Mechanization Program
technologies and to organize themselves into an active cooperative. The Youth for
Mechanization campaign was also highlighted during the presentation, aiming to
encourage the children of farmers to engage in agriculture to ensure sustainability and
food security in light of climate change.

In collaboration with the Adapting Philippine Agriculture (APA) to Climate Change
project, the FAO TOT focused on utilizing climate information and adopting climate-
resilient agricultural technologies for rice farmers, particularly in Minalabac, Camarines
Sur, where the participants were selected.


https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/05/15/business/agribusiness/agency-pushes-mechanization-to-deal-with-climate-change/2113491

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Pope Leo’s climate advocacy lauded

Environmental groups in the Philippines have welcomed Pope Leo XIV’s election amid
his track record of climate advocacy.

Greenpeace Philippines campaigner Jefferson Chua said there are signs the pontiff will
follow the footsteps of the late Pope Francis.

“‘Pope Leo XIV can potentially usher in a papacy that takes on a courageous stance
against corporate power, especially those that have been responsible for the climate
crisis, drawing from the social vision of his nominal predecessor Leo XIlll,” Chua said.

Bishop Gerry Alminaza of Caritas Philippines said the Catholic Church has committed to
respond to the climate crisis, pledging to divest from banks supporting fossil fuels by the
end of this year.
“This commitment reflects the vision of Laudato si’ where Pope Francis calls on all of us
to take shared responsibility and ensure genuine action for one another and our planet,”
Alminaza noted.

Laudato Si’ Movement executive director Lorna Gold said Pope Leo XIV is the “pope
needed at this moment.”

“As a man who has served communities in Peru and called for action on climate justice,
we look forward to his leadership at this critical time,” Gold said.

Pope Leo XIV, 69, is the first pontiff from the United States.
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State of climate change 2025
By: Guillermo M. Luz

The Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation recently conducted its 2nd annual State
of Climate Change Forum. The state of our environment and its effects on climate
change is one of the most important topics we need to address as a nation. In last
year’s inaugural State of Climate Change Forum, DENR Secretary Toni Yulo-Loyzaga
spoke about Engineering Partnerships for Climate Resilience. This is a theme we will
continue to push this year.

Last year, the Secretary spoke about the hazards and risks we face and our response
to those hazards. She spoke about strategic mitigation and building capacity for
adaptation as she identified the 18 provinces with the highest exposure to hazards.

She spoke about our climate action in terms of clean air, waste management, clean
water, renewable energy, biodiversity, minerals development, and, of course, our
oceans.

Since last year, what has been happening since then? While the Paris Agreement is
committed to ensuring that the global temperature does not exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius
versus preindustrial levels, last year was the hottest on record. Both the European
Union’s Copernicus Climate Change Service and the United Nations’ World
Meteorological Organization compiled several climate trackers and determined that the
world’s global surface temperature had exceeded the 1.5 degrees Celsius threshold for
the first time. It has now increased by an average of 1.55 degrees Celsius. More
significantly for the Philippines, the Oscar M. Lopez Center seasonal analysis found that
temperatures increased by 1.3 to 2.2 degrees Celsius from March to May. By the year
2100, Philippine temperature is expected to increase by between 2.5 to 4.1 degrees
Celsius, well above the Paris threshold.

Why is this important for us? The Oscar M. Lopez Center estimates that higher
temperatures are likely to increase rain volume by as much as 40 percent. For tropical
cyclones, the models show that there will be fewer, but more intense typhoons and
cyclones in the future. We are already seeing this. This implies more protracted
droughts during summers and more disastrous typhoons during the rainy season,
wreaking havoc on agricultural production for instance.

At the Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation, we see and live through this on a
regular basis. While we were designed four major types of risk—typhoons, earthquakes,
volcanic eruptions, and pandemics—typhoons and floods affect us most frequently and
in more locations. We typically experience 20 to 25 typhoons of varying strengths per
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https://opinion.inquirer.net/183238/state-of-climate-change-2025

year, though the number is dropping slightly. On the other hand, some storms are
getting stronger and some form quite quickly and come in quick succession. In 2024, we
experienced a string of six typhoons over the course of several weeks. Just as some
areas were trying to recover, another storm was coming in ready to strike.

For these reasons, we decided to create the State of Climate Change Forum on an
annual basis so we can maintain focus on this critical issue. We've partnered with the
DENR as well as the Climate Change Commission, the lead government agencies in
the field of climate action. This year, we also partnered with the New Zealand Embassy.
New Zealand has one of the cleanest natural environments. | just traveled to New
Zealand recently and was surprised to learn that 88 percent of New Zealand’s power
comes from renewable resources—one of the highest proportions in the world, if not the
highest.

The task at hand for the Philippines is quite large and complex. First, the country
already serves as the host for the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage. This fund,
created during COP27, is designed to mobilize funds globally and ensure capacity
among developing countries to respond to loss and damage caused to critical
infrastructure and utilities as well as lives and livelihoods by disasters. At the same time,
the Philippines, like all other countries, is working on establishing carbon markets and
regular climate reporting. The Philippines has also completed its National Adaptation
Program, which is supposed to be a realistic implementation and action plan.

This undertaking will need to be both long-term and inclusive, involving all of the
government plus, of course, the private sector and nongovernment organizations and
civil society. The effort will also need to involve children and the youth sector as well as
Indigenous Peoples and local communities. As an archipelagic nation composed of
thousands of islands, climate change needs to be taken seriously. Whether by severe
storms or severe drought, the lives and livelihoods of many people are at stake.

While one may argue that the Philippines contributes relatively little to climate change—
compared to larger, more industrialized economies—and thus has less culpability and
responsibility, as a member of the community of nations, we have a responsibility to act
and do our share for climate action.

The author is chief resilience officer of the Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation.

Business Matters is a project of the Makati Business Club.
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