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Football to fight climate change

Philippines Urged to Shift to Nuclear, Cut Fossil Reliance

There is no solution to climate change, biodiversity loss without healthy forests
Baguio City police step up implementation of environmental laws

UN exec warns climate change could push 80M more into hunger by 2050

CCC IN THE NEWS:

From ballots to climate action: A call for responsible voting

Pinoy kids face ‘lifetime’ heat waves amid rising temperatures

Manila to submit NDC 3.0 commitment ahead of COP30

Private firms urged to lead climate efforts

A new National Museum exhibit aims to reshape our understanding of climate
resilience

BUSINESS MIRROR

Football to fight climate change
By: Rick Olivares

The “Beautiful Game” is said to do so much more than the actual reason for the sport—
it has seen a Christmas truce between warring nations.

DAILY GUARDIAN

Philippines Urged to Shift to Nuclear, Cut Fossil Reliance

Amid intensifying climate change and worsening extreme weather, advocates and
scientists are calling for the Philippines to urgently phase out fossil fuels and transition
to nuclear energy to ensure a cleaner, more sustainable, and reliable power future.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/05/11/football-to-fight-climate-change/
https://dailyguardian.com.ph/philippines-urged-to-shift-to-nuclear-cut-fossil-reliance/

ECO BUSINESS

There is no solution to climate change, biodiversity loss without healthy forests

The United Nations Forum on Forests commenced its twentieth session today, as
speakers spotlighted the connection between healthy forests and a sustainable future,
the increasing threats to this important global resource and the subsequent need to
invest in its protection despite a shrinking fiscal space.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Baquio City police step up implementation of environmental laws
By: Liza Agoot

The Baguio City Police Office (BCPO) is boosting the implementation of laws protecting
the environment with the arrest and filing of cases against those violators of pollution
ordinances.

UN exec warns climate change could push 80M more into hunger by 2050

The UN human rights chief warned on Monday that climate change could drive an
additional 80 million people into hunger by 2050, citing systemic inequalities that make
food inaccessible and unaffordable.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

From ballots to climate action: A call for responsible voting
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

The planet is on the ballot today. As Filipinos head to the polls for the 2025 national and
local elections, so too must we recognize that climate action begins at the ballot box.
Every vote cast is a choice for the kind of future we want, one that either protects or
puts at further risk our fragile ecosystems. We must vote wisely and responsibly,
especially for the sake of the youth and children who will live with the consequences of
today’s decisions.


https://www.eco-business.com/press-releases/there-is-no-solution-to-climate-change-biodiversity-loss-without-healthy-forests/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1249805
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1249960
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/05/11/from-ballots-to-climate-action-a-call-for-responsible-voting

Pinoy kids face ‘lifetime’ heat waves amid rising temperatures
By: Gabriela Baron

A new global report released Sunday warned that a potential worst-case scenario of a
3.5 degrees Celsius global temperature rise could subject 93.5 percent of Filipinos born
in 2020 — about 1.4 million children — to unprecedented lifetime exposure to heat
waves.

MANILA BULLETIN

Manila to submit NDC 3.0 commitment ahead of COP30
By: Myrna M. Velasco

The Philippine government is currently sharpening its next climate battle plan that will
anchor its third round of nationally determined contributions (NDC 3.0) submission
ahead of the COP30 Climate Change Summit slated at the Amazonian city of Belem in
Brazil by November this year.

MANILA STANDARD

Private firms urged to lead climate efforts

The private sector must step up efforts and lead the fight against climate change to
bring about a sustainable future.

RAPPLER

A new National Museum exhibit aims to reshape our understanding of climate
resilience

Aksyon Klima Pilipinas (AKP), the Philippines’ largest civil society network for climate
action, launched its “Katumbalikwasan: Linking Climate, Nature and People” exhibition
last April 28 at the National Museum of Natural History, displaying ongoing efforts by
government and civil society to address climate change and biodiversity loss.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://tribune.net.ph/2025/05/11/pinoy-kids-face-lifetime-heat-waves-amid-rising-temperatures
https://mb.com.ph/2025/05/12/manila-to-submit-ndc-30-commitment-ahead-of-cop30
https://manilastandard.net/spotlight/314589222/private-firms-urged-to-lead-climate-efforts.html
https://www.rappler.com/environment/national-museum-exhibit-katumbalikwasan-understanding-climate-resilience/
https://www.rappler.com/environment/national-museum-exhibit-katumbalikwasan-understanding-climate-resilience/

BUSINESS MIRROR

Football to fight climate change
By: Rick Olivares

The “Beautiful Game” is said to do so much more than the actual reason for the sport—
it has seen a Christmas truce between warring nations.

By the same token, two nations have gone to war because of a result and is used to
fight racism. It is a source of national pride and brings together people when politics
won't.

It is used for charitable causes such as UNICEF’s activities.

Now, here’s a new one—in the Marshall Islands, the fledgling game is used to bring
much needed awareness and action to the effects of climate change on the Marshall
Islands.

When you hear of the Marshall Islands, chances are the first thing that comes to mind is
these islands are used to test nuclear weapons. So one has to wonder about radiation
sickness or even Godzilla.

Recently however, football has gained a foothold around the chain of a thousand-plus
islands’ population of under 40,000 people.

Unfortunately, they do not have FIFA-regulation pitches and can only play futsal to take
advantage of the dozens and dozens of basketball and volleyball courts as the latter two
are the most popular in this sovereign nation.

Yes, it is no longer part of the American Commonwealth.

Remember when UNICEF’s logo first adorned FC Barcelona’s kit? That was massive. It
called greater attention to UNICEF’s activities especially among the young.

While that might be apples and oranges because the Marshall Islands aren’t playing in
FIFA-sanctioned events, they do sport on their national kit designs of their flora and
fauna as well as the number “1.5” that is the world’s agreement to keep the temperature
at 1.5 Celsius that is a safe level for Global Warming.

And, there is a quote from one of the islands’ prominent citizens—*‘We deserve to
thrive.”

The Marshall Islands are affected by rising water levels. Flooding is now constant and it
is only getting worse.

So how can a nation not even sanctioned by FIFA call attention to its plight?


https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/05/11/football-to-fight-climate-change/

They play abroad.
They tap into their citizens who have migrated to bring out their stories.

My days of collecting football kits are long over, but that doesn’t mean | won’t get one to
help out. After all, | live in the Philippines, which is one of the hardest hit nations when it
comes to climate change. One nation’s problem with this crisis is everyone’s. It affects
everyone.

It is frightening, really, to think you could lose your home to the rising oceans. So when
the Marshall Island’s national team calls attention to it, you bet they feel it. This is
definitely bigger than the game.

We should all find a way to not only fight this, but to help everyone affected by this. And
when we do so, that is what makes this game even more beautiful.



DAILY GUARDIAN

Philippines Urged to Shift to Nuclear, Cut Fossil Reliance

Amid intensifying climate change and worsening extreme weather, advocates and
scientists are calling for the Philippines to urgently phase out fossil fuels and transition
to nuclear energy to ensure a cleaner, more sustainable, and reliable power future.

The call was amplified during Earth Day 2025 as energy experts, lawmakers, and
environmental groups underscored the urgent need to overhaul the country’s fossil fuel-
dependent energy system, which currently accounts for about 78% of electricity
generation.

“Our country gets about 78% of its energy needs from coal, which needs to be burned,”
said Pangasinan 2nd District Representative Mark O. Cojuangco, a staunch advocate
for nuclear energy and chair of the House Special Committee on Nuclear Energy.

‘As one can imagine, this produces a lot of emissions, increasing the amount of
greenhouse gases in our atmosphere,” he added.

Cojuangco stressed that nuclear power plants emit nearly zero greenhouse gases,
making them one of the cleanest and most reliable sources of electricity.

The push for nuclear energy comes in the wake of devastating climate events in recent
years.

In 2024, the Philippines endured a record-breaking typhoon season with six storms in
less than a month, culminating in Super Typhoon Pepito which displaced more than
200,000 people.

Meanwhile, 2024 was recorded as the hottest year globally, with 2025 on track to
surpass it, as evidenced by March heat waves that led to class suspensions across
Metro Manila.

Alpas Pinas, a non-stock, non-profit organization that has been at the forefront of
nuclear energy advocacy since 2019, is spearheading public education efforts on the
benefits of transitioning to nuclear power.

During the “Nuclear Energy is Green Energy” forum hosted at the Philippine Nuclear
Research Institute (PNRI) on April 29, Alpas Pinas Lead Convenor Mary Gayle Certeza
emphasized the economic and environmental benefits of nuclear power.

“Not only is nuclear energy cleaner,” Certeza said, “the energy it produces is also less
costly, resulting in lower electrical bills for Filipino households.”

“This means more resources for other urgent household expenses,” she added.


https://dailyguardian.com.ph/philippines-urged-to-shift-to-nuclear-cut-fossil-reliance/

Certeza also highlighted how reducing reliance on fossil fuels and adopting nuclear
power could help improve air quality and public health.

“The clean nature of this energy source means improved air quality over time, which
can, in turn, improve the respiratory health of our kababayans,” she said.

PNRI Director Dr. Carlo Arcilla reiterated the institute’s support for moving away from
fossil fuels.

“We believe that we should start moving away from fossil fuels for our country’s energy
needs sooner rather than later, considering the many detrimental side effects their
emissions pose to the environment,” Arcilla said.

According to the Department of Energy, coal remains the Philippines’ top power source,
accounting for nearly half of its total energy mix, followed by natural gas and oil.

Only a small fraction comes from renewable sources like hydro, wind, and solar, and
none from nuclear—yet.

The push for nuclear energy is not entirely new in the Philippines.

The Bataan Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP), built in the 1980s but never activated,
remains structurally intact and is often discussed as a potential candidate for re-
commissioning or conversion into a training facility.

Congressman Cojuangco has long advocated for harnessing the BNPP or developing
new modular reactors across the archipelago.

He pointed to international best practices, including successful nuclear programs in
countries like South Korea, France, and Canada, as proof of the technology’s safety
and efficiency.

“‘Nuclear energy has powered other countries safely and efficiently for decades. The
Philippines has the talent, the infrastructure foundation, and now, the urgency to do the
same,” Cojuangco said.

The Philippines is already laying the groundwork.
In 2022, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. signed Executive Order No. 164, adopting a
national position on nuclear energy and allowing its inclusion in the country’s energy

mix.

In 2024, the Department of Energy signed several Memoranda of Understanding with
foreign governments and private firms exploring nuclear cooperation.



Public support for nuclear energy is also growing as awareness campaigns take hold
and electricity prices remain high.

A 2023 Pulse Asia survey found that 60% of Filipino adults are open to nuclear energy,
especially if it lowers their monthly electric bills and addresses the country’s chronic
power interruptions.

Alpas Pinas, in partnership with the PNRI, plans to expand its educational outreach to
more provinces, schools, and local government units.

“Our mission is not just about promoting nuclear,” Certeza said.

“It's about creating an energy-secure future that lifts every Filipino household out of
energy poverty and into prosperity,” she added.

The group also called for clearer legislation, long-term regulatory planning, and
workforce development to prepare the country for a nuclear future.

With rising energy demand, environmental risks, and electricity costs, stakeholders
argue that now is the time for bold and decisive action.

“The time to act is now,” Arcilla said.

“We must harness clean, affordable, and sustainable energy—before the costs of
inaction become irreversible,” he added.



ECO BUSINESS

There is no solution to climate change, biodiversity loss without healthy forests

The United Nations Forum on Forests commenced its twentieth session today, as
speakers spotlighted the connection between healthy forests and a sustainable future,
the increasing threats to this important global resource and the subsequent need to
invest in its protection despite a shrinking fiscal space.

The Forum will hold its twentieth session from 5 to 9 May in New York. Established in
2000 by the Economic and Social Council, the Forum has universal membership and is
tasked with reviewing progress in the implementation of sustainable forest
management.

This session — a technical one — will focus on Global Forest Goals 1 (reversing forest
loss), 3 (protecting forests and using sustainable forest products) and 5 (promoting
inclusive forest governance).

“This Forum is unique,” observed Ismail Belen (Turkiye), Chair of the Forum’s twentieth
session — noting that “it is the only global intergovernmental platform with universal
membership that focuses on all forest-related issues”.

It brings together Member States, international and regional organisations, civil society
and the private sector, and was the first intergovernmental body to agree on global
policy frameworks for forests. However, he added: “At the same time, the United
Nations is facing a serious financial crisis — this affects all aspects of its work.”

Against that backdrop, he highlighted three priority actions. First, forests and their
sustainable management must play a leading role in addressing climate change,
biodiversity loss, land degradation and poverty. “Second, we need to invest in healthy
forests,” he urged.

And, finally, the international community must improve access to data, knowledge and
good practices. He stressed: “I strongly believe that the decisions we make here,
through consultation and cooperation, can inspire real change — even a small
contribution at this Forum can guide national policies and actions.”

“‘Despite their undeniable benefits, we have to recognise that forests are under threat all
over the world,” said Bob Rae (Canada), President of the Economic and Social Council.
The Forum’s twentieth session will provide an opportunity to discuss efforts to halt
deforestation and use forests to address socioeconomic challenges, including poverty
and inequality in the context of forest management.

“We have no choice,” he stressed, urging concerted action rooted in political will. There
is no solution to climate change or biodiversity loss without healthy forests, he added.


https://www.eco-business.com/press-releases/there-is-no-solution-to-climate-change-biodiversity-loss-without-healthy-forests/

“Every hectare lost moves us away from the sustainable future we seek,” said Philémon
Yang (Cameroon), President of the General Assembly’s seventy-ninth session, next to
address the Forum. Recalling the Assembly’s recent adoption of a resolution
proclaiming 2027 to 2036 as a UN “Decade for Afforestation and Reforestation”, he said
that text is an “important step towards the stronger coordination, enhanced financing
and accelerated implementation we need to achieve our goals”.

He added, however: “Our efforts will only succeed through renewed multilateral
engagement.”

Adding to that was Bjgrg Sandkjeer, Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination
at the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, who stated: “Geopolitical tensions,
inflation, increased prices of commodities and services, conflicts and migration are
threatening the welfare and livelihoods of many peoples and societies.”

Forests are a foundation of health, vitality and life, providing enormous environmental,
economic and social benefits to all. But, despite their undeniable benefits, forests
continue to be under threat. “We have five years left to turn our shared goals into
reality,” she urged.

Following these opening statements, the Forum appointed by acclamation Maria
Sokolenko (Russian Federation) to serve as “Vice-Chair-cum-Rapporteur” for the
Forum’s twentieth and twenty-first sessions. The Forum also adopted its provisional
agenda for its twentieth session (document E/CN.18/2025/1) and approved its
provisional organisation of work for the same.

Next, the Forum turned to its agenda item concerning technical discussions on the
implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030; progress in
the implementation of the outcomes of the midterm review of the international
arrangement on forests; and emerging issues.

Following an introduction of the secretariat's note on these items (document
E/CN.18/2025/2), the Forum heard an introductory statement by Juliette Biao, Director
of the Forum’s secretariat. She said that, despite the “ongoing and unprecedented UN
liquidity crisis”, the secretariat has worked to “respond proactively” to the over 30 new
tasks assigned to it at the Forum’s nineteenth session. And, ahead of the Forum’s
twenty-first session in 2026, she said that “we will do our best’” to deepen strategic
partnerships, support streamlined national reporting and advance forest financing.

“‘However, | wish to reiterate that this situation is not sustainable,” she stressed, noting
that a lack of resources is putting the secretariat’'s capacity to deliver “at great risk”.
Underscoring that the Forum is where “priorities are shaped, partnerships are forged
and multilateralism is put into practice”, she concluded: “The work we do together — at
this session and over the next five years — will be decisive in determining whether we
meet our shared goals.”
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As the floor opened for general discussion, delegations took the floor to share national
initiatives to promote sustainable forest management.

The representative of Brazil, spotlighting reduced deforestation in his country driven by
sustainable economic measures that support forest conservation, added that it has
adopted policies to conserve dryland forests — “which are underappreciated and are
affected by the challenges of poverty and food insecurity”.

The representative of the Russian Federation said that Moscow will increase its national
reforested area to exceed 1.2 million hectares and is also working to digitalise forest
management to improve the monitoring and prevention of the illegal timber trade.

On that, the representative of the Republic of the Congo pointed to her country’s
partnership with the European Union “enabling us to ensure the legality and traceability
of timber”.

She also spotlighted her country’s deforestation rate of below 1 per cent, its protection
of 9.5 million hectares of forests and its planting of almost 8 million trees. Further, it has
enacted special tax laws to develop the timber industry, provide youth employment and
support the income of rural communities and Indigenous Peoples. However, despite
these efforts, she underlined “huge difficulties in the area of financing”.

Relatedly, Jamaica’s representative requested technical assistance to implement the
Global Forest Goals. “Recognising that our timber-traceability system is nascent, we
seek technical partners, expertise and advice,” he said. The representative of Malaysia,
while reporting that over 54 per cent of his country’s land remains covered by forests,
nevertheless stated: “The lack of adequate financial resources and technological
capabilities often hinders the effective monitoring of our country’s ecosystem.” While
national policies aim to address these challenges, he suggested that global financial
institutions “invest more to protect our ecosystem”.

For his part, Burundi’s delegate underscored the connection between forests and
various global crises, such as climate change and rising food costs. “An integrated and
truly international response is indispensable,” he stressed. Morocco’s representative,
too, noted that forests in his country — while being “part of our ecological resilience” —
are vulnerable to climate change. To address this, Morocco has launched a strategy
that “breaks with classic management approaches”, based on inclusivity, sustainability
and value-creation. Meanwhile, the representative of Mexico joined others to reaffirm
his country’s commitment to strengthening cooperation for the sustainable management
of forests.

So did Thailand’s representative, also noting the connection between sustainable forest
management and the prosperity and well-being of local communities. Detailing a
national strategic plan to increase national forest cover to 40 per cent by 2036, he also
reported on Government efforts to enhance local communities’ participation in forest
conservation, protection and restoration. Further, Thailand will host the thirty-first
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session of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission in November, which will focus on the
importance of regional forest and food security.

The representative of Indonesia, similarly, detailed efforts to strengthen sustainable
forest governance as part of a national strategy to boost economic growth and alleviate
poverty. This includes the recognition of adat — or customary — forests to “balance
economic, social and environmental priorities”, she said. She also pointed to her
country’s initiative towards net-zero emissions in the forest and land-use sectors, which
“continues to demonstrate that sustainable forest management — backed by results-
based payments for emission reductions — can deliver impactful outcomes”.

In the afternoon, the Forum reconvened to, inter alia, hear from delegations regarding
their country-led initiatives devoted to sustainable forest management.

Rosalie Matondo, Minister for Forest Economy of Congo, reporting on one such
initiative held in her country, spotlighted the “Brazzaville Declaration” as its outcome.
That declaration outlined specific recommendations, including the creation of a biannual
international conference on forest management. And, pointing to the UN “Decade for
Afforestation and Reforestation”, she said this “represents a unique opportunity for
reconnecting humanity with nature, correcting climate imbalances and giving future
generations a future that is more secure, most just and also more green”.

Next, the representative of Austria — pointing out that “the rising demand for biomass
highlights the need for global cooperation” — said that her country is supporting
innovation in the forest and timber sector through the “Austrian Wood Initiative”. She
also spotlighted Austria’s country-led initiative on “sustainable forest-based bioeconomy
approaches”. Part of this process will be an event to exchange ideas and advance
global cooperation in this area, which will take place in Vienna from 23 to 25 February
2026.

Additionally, the representative of Turkiye said that his Government has launched a
country-led initiative to address the growing challenge of forest-fire management
through innovation, knowledge exchange, capacity-building and inclusive engagement
with vulnerable communities. And, for his part, the representative of the Republic of
Korea noted various initiatives through which Seoul is engaging and encouraging the
private sector to invest in forest management, also reiterating his country’s commitment
to strengthening partnerships and expanding such engagement in support of
sustainable forest management.
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Baquio City police step up implementation of environmental laws
By: Liza Agoot

The Baguio City Police Office (BCPO) is boosting the implementation of laws protecting
the environment with the arrest and filing of cases against those violators of pollution
ordinances.

BCPO Director Col. Ruel Tagel said Friday they recently apprehended 18 motor vehicle
owners for using mufflers that produce loud noise.

“We have a decibel meter that we used in apprehending. We ask that motor vehicle
owners be responsible because there are people who are disturbed, especially in the
evening and dawn when vehicle owners start their cars,” he said.

He added that all 10 police stations here are equipped with the gadget to allow them to
implement the laws.

In a report to the city government, Tagel said the decibel meters are being used in
checkpoint operations and in flagging down motorcycles and vehicles that make
excessive noise.

Tagel also said they are warning residents who burn their garbage.

“It is a violation of the national laws and we have already warned some residents about

it. We will continue to give warnings and inform them of the laws so that they will be
apprised or reminded,” he said.
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UN exec warns climate change could push 80M more into hunger by 2050

The UN human rights chief warned on Monday that climate change could drive an
additional 80 million people into hunger by 2050, citing systemic inequalities that make
food inaccessible and unaffordable.

In a post on X, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk said one in 10
people worldwide already suffers from hunger.

"This isn't about lack of food—it's about systems that make food inaccessible,
unaffordable and unsustainable," he said.

"We need food and land use systems built on equity, sustainability and human rights,"
Turk urged.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

From ballots to climate action: A call for responsible voting
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

The planet is on the ballot today. As Filipinos head to the polls for the 2025 national and
local elections, so too must we recognize that climate action begins at the ballot box.
Every vote cast is a choice for the kind of future we want, one that either protects or
puts at further risk our fragile ecosystems. We must vote wisely and responsibly,
especially for the sake of the youth and children who will live with the consequences of
today’s decisions.

Young people, particularly those aged 18 to 30, are not just leaders-in-waiting. They are
shaping the present. Millennials (born between 1981 and 1996) and Generation Z (born
between 1997 and 2007) together make up about 63 percent of registered voters, with
Gen Z alone accounting for 21.87 million or 28.79 percent of the voting age population.
This demographic has the numbers and the power to influence outcomes that align our
vision for a more sustainable, equitable, and climate-resilient Philippines.

Across the country, young Filipinos actively participate in climate action, from using
digital platforms to raise awareness to participating in campus climate forums. They also
join community efforts such as mangrove planting and coastal cleanups.

This active involvement makes it important for the youth to choose leaders who share
their values.

The campaign season gives us the opportunity to examine candidates’ platforms, not
just their advocacies and agenda, but their commitment to sustainable development,
climate justice and ecological protection.

At the Climate Change Commission (CCC), we recognize the importance of electing
leaders who understand science, listen to communities, and act with urgency and
foresight. We need leaders who will not only serve as public officials but as stewards of
the Earth.

Climate change remains one of the most pressing governance challenges of our time.

Rising temperatures, extreme precipitation, sea level rise, and the increasing intensity of
tropical cyclones continue to endanger Filipino lives and livelihoods.
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These impacts threaten our homes, our health, our economy, and, ultimately, our future.
Climate change is no longer a distant concern but a daily reality.

This crisis demands urgent and effective solutions rooted in science, anchored in policy
and delivered with a whole-of-government approach. In all levels of governance —
national and local — climate action and disaster preparedness must be integrated into
every aspect of development planning.

As the lead policymaking body on climate change, the CCC works to guide the country
toward a more adaptive and climate-resilient future. Legislation and policies, such as
the landmark Republic Act 9729, or the Climate Change Act of 2009, have
institutionalized climate governance and created the CCC itself — thanks to visionary
leaders who valued sustainability and the right of every Filipino to a balanced and
healthy ecosystem.

At the grassroots level, the same vision is realized through the Local Climate Change
Action Plans (LCCAPs), which every local government unit is mandated to develop.
These plans outline adaptation and mitigation strategies tailored to their respective
vulnerabilities and capacities. The CCC supports LGUs by providing planning templates
and guidelines, capacity-building activities, and technical reviews that ensure the
alignment with national climate priorities.

These mechanisms underscore one key truth: leadership matters.

Local leaders are on the frontlines of climate change. They are first to face its impacts
and first to respond when disasters strike. National leaders, on the other hand, create
the enabling environment by crafting the laws and policies that set the direction and
determine the success or failure of our collective climate response.

As voters, we all have a role to play. Responsible voting means choosing leaders who
prioritize climate action, understand climate risks, and include ecological protection in
their agenda.

This responsibility extends to the campaign trail. How candidates conduct themselves
reflects their values. Did they consider the sustainability of their campaign materials?
Did they avoid plastic-heavy, single-use items? Were their materials responsibly
managed?

Mismanaged campaign materials, many made of tarpaulin, can clog waterways,
contribute to urban flooding, and end up in landfills and seas, releasing emissions that
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worsen climate change. Candidates and supporters should take the lead in reducing
waste, recycling and upcycling, turning campaign season into an opportunity to support
both the planet and local livelihoods.

To our fellow voters, the individuals we elect have the power to shape our national
priorities, influence climate and environmental policies, and protect the natural systems
we depend on. Let us vote with intention and foresight. Let us choose leaders who
integrate climate action into their plans, not as an afterthought but as a guiding principle.

Climate change threatens the very foundation of our survival. Without a healthy
ecosystem, our communities cannot thrive.

But laws, policies, and plans are only the beginning. They must be matched by a whole-
of-society commitment — communities, businesses, institutions, and individuals — to
turn frameworks into tangible, lasting results.

Today, 12 May, let us vote with the planet in mind. Let us choose leaders who will help

secure a climate-resilient, sustainable tomorrow — for the youth, our shared future and
for our beloved Philippines.

17



Pinoy kids face ‘lifetime’ heat waves amid rising temperatures
By: Gabriela Baron

A new global report released Sunday warned that a potential worst-case scenario of a
3.5 degrees Celsius global temperature rise could subject 93.5 percent of Filipinos born
in 2020 — about 1.4 million children — to unprecedented lifetime exposure to heat
waves.

The findings come from “Born into the Climate Crisis 2,” an expanded study by Save the
Children (SCP) and Vrije Universiteit Brussel in Belgium. The report’s release coincides
with the 10th anniversary of the Paris Agreement, which aims to limit long-term global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

Rexel Abrigo, SCP’s Environmental Health Advisor, noted the current impact, stating
that “five-year-olds are already staying indoors because it's too hot to play outside —
sweating, dizzy, and restless, as even summer break offers no relief from the
dangerous heat.”

“It's just the beginning. They’ll grow up facing even hotter temperatures, with greater
risks of dehydration, heat stroke, and other health problems,” Abrigo said. “That’s why
the Paris Agreement’s 1.5 degrees Celsius goal is more than a target, it's a lifeline for
children.”

The study found that children in low-income countries like the Philippines are
particularly vulnerable due to homes and schools often lacking the infrastructure to
withstand extreme heat, including cooling systems, electricity or running water.

The report further indicated that children in these situations will face “unprecedented
lifetime exposure” to climate extremes, events so rare they would typically occur only
once in 10,000 lifetimes.

Experts cautioned that avoiding this grim future requires ambitious and urgent
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.

If the global temperature increase is limited to 1.5 degrees Celsius by 2100, the number
of Filipino children born in 2020 facing extreme heat exposure could decrease to 55.2

percent, or about 843,834 individuals.

“Children did not cause the climate crisis, but they are suffering most from its impact.
That's why our programs are designed not just to protect them, but also to equip them
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with the knowledge and tools they need to survive, build resilience and adapt,” Abrigo
said.

One such program is the “Child-Centered Community-Based Adaptation,” which has
reached over 20,000 children, youth and community members, providing them with
crucial knowledge and skills to build resilience against climate change.

Through the “Building Resilient Futures” project, the child rights organization is also
equipping adolescents aged 10 to 17 with essential green skills and supporting
innovation labs in schools to enable mitigation and adaptation action at the community
level.

The project is a partnership with the Department of Education, Department of Health,

Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the Climate Change
Commission.
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Manila to submit NDC 3.0 commitment ahead of COP30
By: Myrna M. Velasco

The Philippine government is currently sharpening its next climate battle plan that will
anchor its third round of nationally determined contributions (NDC 3.0) submission
ahead of the COP30 Climate Change Summit slated at the Amazonian city of Belem in
Brazil by November this year.

In an interview on the sidelines of the recently concluded Ecosperity Week 2025,
Climate Change Commissioner Albert P. Dela Cruz Sr. indicated that the submission of
the country’s NDC 3.0 “is part of our obligation, so we will be submitting that and we are
doing this as a whole of government approach,” qualifying that the transition phase
currently being advanced in the energy sector will be also be a crucial component to
that commitment.

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) official added that the various agencies sorting
out the country’s new climate action plans “have regular meetings and we have a
tracking system,” although he emphasized that the final announcement on the country’s
NDC 3.0 shall be done by Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga.

“She will be the one giving the final announcement ... she is the official representative
of the President to the Commission. The Commission is a collegial body; and the head
of the Commission is the President as represented by the Secretary of DENR,” he
expounded

NDC 3.0 sets fresh spin of opportunity for nations to enhance their commitments to
reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and further pursue adaptation strategies
and tangible game-plans to abate climate change impacts.

These submissions are expected to integrate findings from the global stocktake (GST)
that has been assessing current efforts as well as the glaring gaps in meeting NDC
commitments under the Paris Agreement.

For this new batch of NDC submissions, countries are required to outline clear

mitigation and adaptation goals that will serve as comprehensive investment and
transformation plans through 2035—and such must be aligned with the 1.5 degrees
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Celsius target, wherein global emissions need to be slashed by 43 percent around 2030;
and 60 percent by 2035 relative to 2019 levels.

In its 2021 NDC submission to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), the Philippines committed to aim for greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions reduction and avoidance of 75 percent for the period 2020 to 2030,
compared to a business-as-usual (BAU) cumulative emissions of 3,340.3 metric tons of
carbon dioxide equivalent (MtCO-e).

The ‘conditional’ part of that commitment, which accounts for 72.29 percent, is
contingent upon the provision of international support—including those on climate
finance, technology transfer and capacity-building; while the ‘unconditional’ segment of
2.71 percent represents emissions reduction the country is eyeing to achieve through its
own resources and efforts.

Global push for stronger climate action

At the Ecosperity week, UNFCCC Executive Secretary Simon Stiell has underscored
the need for “fit-for-purpose solutions” that shall be grounded on regional realities for the
NDCs, qualifying that national adaptation plans are essential primarily in determining
serious shift in how and where capital must flow

In the same vein, Microsoft founder turned clean tech mogul Bill Gates has called out
the perceptible pullback on global collaboration for climate funding, especially in the US,
as nothing more than a hiccup; as he opined that the setback won't take long before the
money and momentum would come charging back into full throttle.

‘I don’t think this current trend where there’s a little less cooperation going on, | don'’t
think that's a permanent thing...in the US, we’re going to see how that works against us
and come around, maybe not overnight. As you know, there’s a lot of commitment to
this cause in the United States,” he stressed.

Gates similarly expressed optimism that with the right investments and partnerships,
including in the Asian region, the net-zero goals would be achievable.

“‘Meeting these goals would require unprecedented investment from the private sector to

drive innovation. It would also require extraordinary collaboration across all sectors to
get affordable clean energy ideas out of the lab and into the market,” he noted.
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The American billionaire similarly raised the need for a ‘green premium’, which accounts
for the extra cost of clean alternatives versus traditional solutions; emphasizing that
reducing such price tag will be key in mainstreaming clean technologies.
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Private firms urged to lead climate efforts

The private sector must step up efforts and lead the fight against climate change to
bring about a sustainable future.

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) last week called on the private sector to play a
leading role in strengthening the country’s climate resilience at the State of Climate
Change 2025 Forum held in Makati City.

Secretary Robert E.A. Borje, CCC vice chairperson and executive director, stressed the
critical role of the business sector in the country’s national development and sustainable
progress.

“The private sector holds the power to drive innovation, unlock investments and create
scalable solutions for a climate-resilient future,” Borje said during the event organized
by the Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation (PDRF) in partnership with the New
Zealand Embassy.

“By aligning private sector innovation with national strategies, we can accelerate climate
action and build a climate-secure future where businesses and communities thrive
together.”

The forum focused on strengthening partnerships between the private sector,
government and the civil society to build climate resilience in the Philippines, under the
theme “Advancing Private Sector Engagement and the National Adaptation Plan.”

Borje said 93 percent of the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) comes from the
private sector, with its capacity to drive innovation and mobilize investments.

He reiterated the significance of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) and the updating of
the Philippines’ Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) as core frameworks to
achieve a resilient, low-carbon future.

Borje said the NAP is the country’s collective roadmap to climate resilience.

“Preventing losses and damage starts with turning our adaptation plans into tangible

solutions, with the private sector stepping up as a driving force in building a climate-
resilient future,” he said.
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The CCC said the State of Climate Change 2025 Forum also marked the continued
strengthening of climate cooperation between the Philippines and New Zealand.

New Zealand Climate Change Ambassador Stuart Horne reaffirmed his country’s
support, highlighting the progress made since the signing of the Joint Declaration on
Climate Change Cooperation in November 2024. With PNA

The agreement outlines an 18-month plan for collaboration in innovation, sustainable
development and economic growth.

Borje cited President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s call for a whole-of-government and whole-
of-society approach to climate action, with a stress on the importance of inclusive,
science-based, and locally-led strategies to ensure long-term climate resilience for both
businesses and communities.
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A new National Museum exhibit aims to reshape our understanding of climate
resilience

Aksyon Klima Pilipinas (AKP), the Philippines’ largest civil society network for climate
action, launched its “Katumbalikwasan: Linking Climate, Nature and People” exhibition
last April 28 at the National Museum of Natural History, displaying ongoing efforts by
government and civil society to address climate change and biodiversity loss.

Resilience has often been hailed as a defining Filipino trait. With the Philippines ranking
10th in Germanwatch’s 2025 Climate Risk Index report on countries most impacted by
severe weather disasters in the last 30 years, most Filipinos have come to expect
extreme heat and strong typhoons as part of their everyday lives.

But AKP’s “Katumbalikwasan” exhibit aims to redefine climate resilience from the
passive “brush it off” mentality to an active approach that contributes to the fight against
the climate crisis. The exhibit's name reflects this vision by combining the words
katumbas (equal), tumba (fall), balik (return), balikwas (turning point), and kalikasan
(nature).

“It is time for Filipinos to become initiators instead of reactors, and it starts with showing
them that their actions can make a difference. It starts with making them understand
that the problems we are facing are interconnected, that the familiar environmental
issues can become worse due to the climate crisis,” said AKP national coordinator John
Leo Algo.

One of the features of the exhibition is a Household Greenhouse Calculator made by
environmental group Green Convergence that allows museumgoers to calculate how
many trees they need to plant to offset their household’s carbon footprint.

“What can we do to achieve a high level of economic and social development but not
impact the environment greatly? For this, we need a tool, we need a calculator.... To
measure the national carbon footprint is a task of the climate change mission,” said
Green Convergence’s Angelina Galang.

“‘Katumbalikwasan” also exhibits Animal Town, a simulation game developed by the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Biodiversity Management Bureau,
where users can explore Philippine biodiversity and support conservation efforts
through in-app purchases and advertisements.
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The exhibition also includes features on how the government is leading nationwide
efforts to tackle the climate crisis.

Museumgoers can explore the exhibits on the National Climate Change Action Plan, an
overarching framework for the country’s climate change mitigation programs, and the
National Adaptation Plan, which aims to improve resilience to climate effects.

Visitors can also learn how the country is working to reduce its greenhouse gas
emissions in line with the Paris Agreement through an exhibit on the country’s
Nationally Determined Contribution.

Climate Change Commission Vice Chairperson Robert Borje said the exhibit helps
bridge the communication gap between climate change policymakers and the general
public. He stressed the need to embed climate action in the lived experiences of
communities.

“Our policies must speak not in jargon but in truths that touch the hearts and mobilize
hands. We have the science, the plans, and the policies, but without a shared language,
they remain seeds on barren soil,” he said.

In partnership with the National Museum of the Philippines, AKP will also lead
discussions on the climate crisis with various sectors. The exhibit will be on view at the

Marble Hall of the National Museum of Natural History until April 2026.

=END=
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